
Welcome to Emmaus 
for 2019 

It is with great excitement that we share 
the first Vornda newsletter with you all. 

The first few days have been new and exciting 
for all of our students as they embark upon the 
beginning of their learning journey. The 
students have settled beautifully thanks to the 
magnificent support of our kind and 

empathetic parents, 
students and staff, this 
years Preps feel very 
special and welcomed 
into our school 
community. Term 1 
has begun with 
enthusiasm, smiles, 
wonder and awe!  
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Vornda 2019 
We are the Authors of our own Future

 MONDAY, 18 FEBRUARY 2019

Art smocks 
All children will need to 
bring a named art 
smock to protect their 
clothing during art 
activities. Please send 
this in as soon as 
possible. There is a basket 
for these in the art space. 

Play time and 
lunch times…. 
8:30-9:00 Arrive at 
school  
11:00-11:40 Lunch play 
11:40-11:50 Eating 
lunch  
1:20-1:40 Afternoon 
play  
1:40-1:50 Eating snack  

Weekly sports day 
Every Tuesday. 

Please ensure your child 
is wearing their full 
sports uniform and that 
is clearly named.   Don’t 
forget a named drink 
bottle.

SCHOOL SPORTS DAY 
Friday 12th March 

Llanberris athletic 
centre

1
FIRST SCHOOL MASS 
Thursday 21st February 

12 noon -St. Alipius 
church

2
FAMILY PICNIC 

Thursday 21st February 

5:30pm-Emmaus 
Grounds
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Child Safety at Emmaus 
The safety of all students at Emmaus is of 
paramount importance to us. One crucial 
mechanism to assist in our management of 
Child Safety in our school is to ensure that all 
parent helpers /guests who come into contact 
with students at Emmaus have completed / 
obtained a "Working with Children 
Check." (WWCC)  

The quickest and easiest way for parents to access 
the WWC is for you to go to our school website, 
www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/ click on the "Life at 
Emmaus" tab and then open the WWC link.  
Upon completion of the WWC check a receipt will 
be generated. You will receive a WWC card, but 
this could take a couple of weeks to arrive.  
If you can show us your receipt we are more than 
happy to accept your kind offers of support here at 
school, on excursions, at sports events, etc. Thank 
you for your anticipated support of this important 
matter.  

“You are never too old, too 
wacky or wild to pick up a 
book and read to a child” 

-Dr Suess  

Literacy 
This term a large component of Literacy will 
focus on learning the names of the letters of 
the alphabet, the sounds they represent and 
associated words. These will be introduced 
through the use of cued articulation which is a 
set of hand cues for teaching the individual 
sounds in a word. Each hand movement 
represents one sound and the cue gives clues 
as to how and where the sound is produced 
with hand gestures to match the shape made 
by the mouth. An understanding of letter and 
sound relationships provides the initial 
foundation for reading.  

Additional activities will enrich children's 
understandings and challenge them further.  
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18 FEBRUARY 2019

WHAT IS DISCOVERY?  
Discovery learning is based on the constructivist approach with deep 
connections to Reggio Emilia. Students in Vornda begin school with 
an ownership of their learning journey. Students are seen as ‘Authors 
of their Own Future’.  

The space is created to stimulate and encourage exploration and 
questioning which leads to investigation into questions, ideas or 
problems. Students skills in asking questions are nurtured daily. As 
students gain confidence they will gather and analyse information 
generate solutions, make decisions, justify conclusions and take 
action. “It’s not just play. Play is an essential part of early learning. It is 
the lifeblood of the learning process.” Louis Malaguzzi  



To support students understanding of letter/
sound relationships we will focus on a few 
words each week. The emphasis will be on 
teaching the sound-letter relationships in the 
word (phonics).  

These words will also be the focus of our 
sentences, along with high frequency words.  

Please partner with us to help your child by 
reading theses sentences each week and the 
high frequency words each night.  

We will explore the process of writing through 
recording personal experiences, developing 
fine motor skills, correct pencil grip and letter 
formations.  

We encourage you to read with your 

child each night to set positive 

routines and nurture a love of reading 

poetry, books and literature  

Parent Information session 
This session aims to provide ideas and ways in 
which you can support and consolidate your 
child’s learning at home.  

There will be two identical sessions offered, 
one during the day and one in the evening. 
Please choose one that suits your family to 
attend. (It is not necessary for your child to 
attend this session) 

The two sessions to choose from are: 

Wednesday 27th February 9am-Staff room. 
Thursday 28th February 6pm-Vornda  

We look forward to seeing you at one of these 
sessions.

Religious Education 
To begin developing a greater understanding 
of Religious Education we will begin by 
exploring, what is prayer? Who or what is God 
and Jesus? Also what is church? Students will 
also will be introduced to godly play and the 
objects and symbols that are common in 
Christianity.  

Numeracy 
In Numeracy this term we will be developing 
the initial building blocks for mathematical 
thinking, reasoning and problem solving with 
your children. We know how crucial these 
building blocks are to children’s later success 
in mathematics. Our focus areas:  

* Model, count, compare and order 
collections up to 21 and beyond  
* Recognise and write numerals up to 21 
and beyond.                                                          
* Count orally forwards and backwards 
between 0 and 21 and beyond.  
* Follow, create and extend patterns.  
* Look at dates on a calendar.   

Specialist timetable 
Every Tuesday students will have specialist 
teachers for the afternoon

Japanese-Amanda,                                            
Art-Katie,                                                             
Sport-Mikhaila,                                                   
Performing arts-Geoff
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Wednesdays-Rest days 
On these rest days teachers will be 
undertaking individual student assessments.  

This assessment will assist teachers to gain a 
greater awareness of individual students 
learning, and plan personalised learning 
opportunities. Parents are not required at 
these sessions however you are welcome to 
wait in the staffroom and have a coffee.  

Children will NOT need to wear their school 
uniform on this day.  

A reminder that Wednesday will continue to 
be ‘rest days’ as follows:  

No school Wednesday 20th February 

No school Wednesday 27th February 

No school Wednesday  6th  March 

Children will commence full-time schooling (5 
days per week) from Tuesday 12th March. 

Change of Clothes 
Could all parents ensure that your child has a 
change of underpants, socks etc. packed into 
your child’s school bag, just in case  

Mailbags 
Each night all children will take home their 
mailbag. Please look inside this for items such 
as: notices, and eventually take home books. 
The expectation is for parents to encourage 
their child to read as frequently as possible. 

This mailbag is to be returned 
EVERY DAY 

Catching up with teachers 
Often there are times when students will have 
notes, important information or money for 
teachers and the office.  

Could students please place these directly 
into the green letterbox at the door to 

Vornda.  

This will ensure we are aware of appointments 
or other information as soon as possible. We 
suggest sharing important information by 
booking a time to chat or shooting off an 
email.  

Teachers email addresses: 

mjessup@emtclear.catholic.edu.au   
acarmody@emtclear.catholic.edu.au  
apigdon@emtclear.catholic.edu.au  
ejones@emtclear.catholic.edu.au 
rsmith@emtclear.catholic.edu.au 

Play time/Lunch time 
Children are reminded to bring a named water 
bottle to school. This is extremely important 
especially as the weather will continue to be 
warm this term. Each child is asked to bring 
fruits or vegetables to school every day. 
Children cannot manage to eat a whole 
apple / orange at snack time so please cut 
these into quarters. Please remember that at 
Emmaus we have a “no food sharing” policy. 
Also we ask that you do not send to school any 
nut based products such as Peanut Butter, 
Nutella, Snickers, etc. Snack and lunch times 
are supervised with students sitting at tables 
on the deck.  
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Brain Food 

Brain Food time is not a play-break. It is 
a time when students are encouraged 
to eat small amounts of brain-healthy 
food that helps maintain the glucose 

supply to the brain 

The Vornda students will have brain food at 
10:00am. This snack will need to be in a 
separate container from what is provided for 
recess and lunch. Brain Foods are generally 
unprocessed and ensure a slow release of 
glucose rather than a quick fix provided by 
high sugar/fat filled foods. 

Birthdays at school 
Birthdays are exciting times for children 
especially in their first year of school. We all 
celebrate birthdays differently.  

We ask that any invitations are given to a 
teacher to hand out to children.  

Due to the fact that there are children at our 
school who may have serious and life-

threatening allergies to some food types we 
will be avoiding using food in the celebration 
of birthdays. With this in mind we ask that you 
help us by NOT  bringing any birthday food 
treats in to school for your child. This includes 
lollies. We will ensure that each ‘Birthday child’ 
will be able to celebrate their birthday at 
school on a day as close as possible to their 
birthday. In the morning we will gather to sing 
‘Happy Birthday’ to them and wear the 
‘birthday hat’. We hope that this will be a fun 
way to celebrate your child’s birthday without 
exposing children to unnecessary risks to their 
health.  

School Canteen 
School canteen begins next term (term 2). If 
you would like to investigate this further 
please follow the directions for lunch orders 
on the school website:  

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/ 
life-at-emmaus

The canteen provides valuable fundraising for 
our school.  

School pick drop off and 
pick up 
Students can be walked into the Vornda 
learning area anytime AFTER 8:30am or 
alternatively you may choose to drop your 
child at the turning circle and they can walk in 
to school independently.  

In the mornings, children are 
supervised in the playground 

from 8:30am-9:00am 

 5



Once unpacked, children are encouraged to 
play outside, or on the deck area. We ask that 
toddlers are supervised and discouraged from 
playing at the student work spaces at this time. 
This ensures students are able to begin their 
learning Discovery without spaces needing to 
be reset.  

To assist the children to be 
independent, please encourage your 
child to unpack their own school bag 

and to take responsibility for their own 
belongings. 

At playtime and lunch times sunscreen is 
provided for all students. Students are unable 
to play in the playground without a hat on in 
both Term 1 and 4.  

End of the day pick up 

After school pick up can be overwhelming 
particularly for new families. We suggest if 
parking to use one of our car parks or 
alternatively park in The Gums (street behind 
the school and enter through the back gate) 
Alternatively you can use the turning circle.  

Vornda students will wait (fully supervised) 
undercover at the turning circle for parents to 
collect them. We ask that parents pull up to 
the turning circle and we will assist children 
into the vehicles (if needed).  

Please do not hop out of your vehicle in the 
turning circle. 

Please do not walk across the turning circle- 

Please use the paths behind the black 
fence.  

This will ensure the safety of students 
and families in our community. 

If you and your family have not yet had a first 
day of school photo taken (by Georgia or Jo-
Anne) could you please let us know so we can 
ensure that we capture a snapshot of this 
special time.  

If you have any further questions 
please do not hesitate to ask one of 
the Vornda team! We are really 
looking forward to working with 
your child and your family this year.  

Kind regards,  

Amy, Ais, Michelle, Hannah, Elise and Rachel 
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