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VISIT OF MR. FRANCIS SULLIVAN, CEO OF THE 
‘TRUTH, JUSTICE AND HEALING COUNCIL’

 THE BODY SET UP BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH TO 
INVESTIGATE SEXUAL ABUSE IN OUR CHURCH.

  
For some time the parents of our Community Leadership 

Team, "Faith and Adult Education Arm" have grappled with 
organising 'conversations', or a series of conversations, 

focussing on how our community can engage in dialogue 
about our faith and Catholic identity as a school. Our desire 
is to focus on all that is .."true, noble, right, pure, lovely, 
admirable – excellent or praiseworthy – and think about 

such things,” to paraphrase the quote from Philippians that 
adorns a feature wall in our school.

We are acutely aware of 'the elephant in the room' when it 
comes to conversations about faith and what it is to be 

"catholic" today. The 'elephant' being the anger and 
frustration held by many people towards our Church given 

it's handling of sexual abuse over past decades.

In inviting Francis Sullivan to come and speak we were not 
seeking to rake over lots of stories of horror and evil from 

the past. Our intent is to hear from Francis as a keynote 
speaker and CEO of the body established by the Catholic 

Bishops of Australia to openly and honestly face the 
challenges presented in the Royal Commission into Sexual 

abuse in the Catholic Church. 

Following his keynote address Francis will join a panel of 
speakers that will be comprised of Fr Peter Sherman, Parish 
Priest of St Alipius Ballarat East, Eileen Rice, Principal of 

St Alipius Parish School and John Crowley, Principal of St 
Patrick’s College Ballarat with a view towards seeing how 
we as Catholics, sharing in our common faith of a loving 
God, might look to the future of our Church and with that 

sense of optimism and hope that we all desire.

This forum is open and free to all in the St Alipius Ballarat 
East Parish. We trust there will be many in our school and 
parish community who will enjoy hearing from Francis, a 

man who has vigorously advocated for change in our 
Church and in support of survivors of sexual abuse along 

with Eileen and John who have worked closely with 
survivor groups and Fr Peter, our Parish Priest.

PLEASE MARK NOVEMBER 2ND ON YOUR 
CALENDAR AT HOME. 

Bookings for this event need to be be made by logging 
onto our school website www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au 

find the link on the homepage of the site, click on it and 
follow the cues. 

Your booking is essential so that we are able to 
effectively cater for this important event. Please note 

that we will be seeking the support of parents from our 
school community to assist with the organising and 

serving of cups of tea and a light supper.

A separate CareMonkey will be sent home in the next 
week or so specifically to Emmaus parents seeking 

helpers and / or offers of slices / food for our supper.   

THANK YOU.                                                    

                     Tuesday October 17th. 2017                      

“Authoring our Own Future.”

EMMAUS CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Tues. Oct. 17th
Day two of Deputy 

Principals Conference.

Day one of Diocesan 
Admin. Staff Conference.

Wed. Oct. 18th
Day two of Admin 

Conference. Finishing 
tomorrow at lunchtime.

Visiting staff  from 
Northern Bay College 

Geelong to see Emmaus.

Thurs. Oct 19th.
iPad Information Session. 
Parents of Year 4 students 

going into Nyereeka in 
2018.    5.30 - 6.30.

Day one of Principal’s 
retreat. Brendan away.

Fri. Oct 20th.
Day two of Principal’s 

Retreat.
Brendan away.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE NEXT WEEK OR SO ....

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au
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Walk to School in “Walktober” 2017!

What a fantastic start to “Walktober” in our first week 
of term four!! The difference in our carpark was huge!! 

Well done one and all!!

HOW ABOUT A MORNING CUPPA FOR ANY MUMS 
OR DADS WHO HAVE WALKED TO SCHOOL?? THE 

URN WILL BE ON IN WAYAPERRI SO DROP IN IF 
YOU FEEL LIKE A CHAT AND A CUPPA!

Well done to everyone who has been able to find an 
alternative way to get to school last week. 
At the end of the week the Green team went around to each 
class to tally up how many people have been apart of 
‘Walktober’. The total of the whole school for Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday was 936. Nyereeka 4 had the highest 
total of 107, well done Nyereeka 4 keep up the great work 
everyone.
If you are interested in entering the October Walking 
competition where you can win a $500 Rebel Sport voucher 
for you and one for Emmaus the message is: Walking part 
way is OK!. 
All you have to do is:

• Write the message on the postcard handed out last 
Tuesday or come see Skye Ambrosy for another one

• Drop the card at the Ballarat, Wendouree or 
Sebastopol libraries of Council Offices in the CBD 
or

• Enter online: www.ballarat.vic.gov.au/pc/family-
and-children/walk-to-school.aspx

Good luck to everyone and well done on a great start to 
‘Walktober’.

Every October, VicHealths Walk to School encourages 
Victorian primary school kids and their families to walk, ride 

or scoot to and from school every day. It’s a great way for 
the whole family to increase their physical activity levels. 
Plus, it is a chance to enjoy more time with your kids and 

meet other local families along the way. 
As part of Walktober your child’s teacher will record how 

many times students walk, ride or scoot to and from school 
during October, using a classroom calendar. Classrooms will 
tally the results at the end of each week and certificates will 
be handed out to those students who participate at the end of 

Walktober. 
Along with the health benefits, it also reduces traffic 

congestion, saves on parking, helps us connect with family 
and friends and saves the environment! 

A SPECIAL REQUEST! 

We continue to have an extraordinary number of children arriving to school in the morning well 

before 8.30 or being collected late, sometimes close to 4.00 pm.
Whilst teachers are at school preparing their days they are not expected to commence any 

formal supervision of students before 8.30 and complete supervision at 3.30. 

Thus, we can find ourselves in the difficult position of having significant numbers of children at 
school whilst we are readying ourselves for the day or as we prepare for after school meetings.

We appreciate there can be exceptional circumstances requiring children to be sometimes 
dropped at school a liRle early or collected a liRle late every now and then. 

In noting this we would greatly appreciate it if we could avoid the early drop-off’s or late pick-

http://www.ballarat.vic.gov.au/pc/family-and-children/walk-to-school.aspx
http://www.ballarat.vic.gov.au/pc/family-and-children/walk-to-school.aspx
http://www.ballarat.vic.gov.au/pc/family-and-children/walk-to-school.aspx
http://www.ballarat.vic.gov.au/pc/family-and-children/walk-to-school.aspx
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Well done to Amelia 
Wiffen!!

Congratulations to Amelia 
Wiffen on her incredible 

achievement in being selected 
into the International Training 

Program at the Australian 
Ballet School.

This is an amazing 
opportunity and to be selected 
into the ITP of the Australian 

Ballet is regarded as being 
advantageous to being selected 

into full time program in a 
couple of years time! 

Amelia is such a dedicated 
dancer and no doubt her 

incredible hard work ethic has 
been at the centre of this 
wonderful opportunity! 

Amelia’s mum and dad, Shona 
and Ben are very proud of her 

as are we at Emmaus!

PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMPETITION WINNERS.

AGached to the email that 
includes the link to this week’s 

newsleGer is a list of the 
winners of this year’s 

Buninyong Festival Children’s 
Photography Competition.

A number of Emmaus students 
have been recognised! 

Special congratulations to Tyla 
Powers who won second prize 

in the Year 3/ 4 competition 
and to Abby Thorne who was 

equal third in the Year 5/6 
competition.

Well done one and all who 
participated in this terrific 

community event!

The rewards 
of lots of hard 

work!!

BUNINYONG LIONS 
PUBLIC SPEAKING 

COMPETITIONS. 
Last night we had four students,           

Ky Jans, Tara Orchard, Ella Lavery and      
Meg Jones representing themselves, 

their families and school in the 
Buninyong Lions Club Public Speaking 

Competition.
Ky, Tara, Ella and Meg went through 

an auditioning process here at Emmaus 
and eventually were chosen for the final 

last night. 
Well done to you all and to all who 

tired out for the competition and special 
congratulations to Meg and Ky who won 

their respective divisions, what a 
wonderful effort both of you!!  



WORKING BEES.
Having been washed out at our last scheduled working bees at the end of last term we have re-

scheduled a couple of working bees to take place in the next month or so.
We have a fairly extensive list of tasks needing to be undertaken in order to get our grounds into 
shape after a bleak winter. We are also needing to complete some important tasks in readiness 

for the enrolment of a little boy in 2018 who is totally blind.
 

Our aim is to get pretty much all tasks completed over the course of two Sunday working bees 
on Sunday October 29th and Sunday November 12th.

Improvement / re-mulching of garden beds, lots of weeding, the installation of a temporary fence 
near the tiered seating at the rear of the school, back-filling of granitic sand on the tiered 

seating area, beginning of the establishment of a new play space between the main building and 
the Mok Borreeyn 1/2 building, etc, etc.

There are numerous jobs needing to be done so we are hoping for big numbers of helpers on 
these two working bees! Please mark these dates on your home calendars!

UNKNOWN RECEIPT OF FUNDS
A payment has been received in our bank account via EFT on 8th September with no reference to 

an account number or family name.  If you have transferred a payment around that date and 
have not received an emailed receipt and is not listed on the recent fee statement, please call 

Doris on 5330 2266.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL INFORMATION.
Damascus	College	Enrolment	Informa3on	Evening	&	

Open	Mornings

Damascus	College	warmly	invites	all	families	to	a5end	our	
upcoming	Informa9on	Evening	and	Open	Mornings.		The	
Informa9on	Evening	will	include	a	tour	of	the	College,	
ac9vi9es	for	students	and	an	informa9on	session	for	

parents.		Open	Mornings	are	guided	tours	by	Damascus	
students	during	school	hours.

INFORMATION	EVENING:
Thursday	26th	October	at	6.30pm

Please	arrive	at	6.15pm	for	registra9on
OPEN	MORNINGS:

Thursday	2nd	&	9th	November
9am	to	10.30am

STUDENTS	OF	ALL	AGES	ARE	WELCOME	TO	ATTEND.	
PLEASE	REGISTER	YOUR	ATTENDANCE	THROUGH	THE	

DAMASCUS	WEBSITE

www.damascus.vic.edu.au 

2019 Year 7 Enrolment at St Patrick’s College
Applications close on Friday December 1, 

2017.

2019 Year 7 Information Evening

All families are welcome to attend the 2019 Year 7 
Information Evening on Thursday October 26 at 7.30 

pm which will take place in the College Chapel. 
Families will hear from the Headmaster, Mr John 
Crowley, the Director of Junior School, Mr John 

Richards and have the opportunity to tour the College. 
Please register your attendance through Trybooking 

and by clicking on this link: https://
www.trybooking.com/RCPH

College Tours

College tours are available each month on a Friday 
morning for prospective families and take in all 

learning areas of the College. To book a tour, please 
contact Caitlin Bennett at cbennett@stpats.vic.edu.au 

or phone 5331 1688.

https://www.trybooking.com/RCPH
https://www.trybooking.com/RCPH
https://www.trybooking.com/RCPH
https://www.trybooking.com/RCPH
mailto:cbennett@stpats.vic.edu.au
mailto:cbennett@stpats.vic.edu.au
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MORE BUSKERS FESTIVAL 
HIGHLIGHTS!!

SO MANY WONDERFUL 
MEMORIES AFTER OUR BUSKERS 

FESTIVAL!!

WELL DONE AND THANK YOU ONE 
AND ALL!
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          Important dates for term three, 2017.

Mon. Oct. 16th Georgia away on Deputy Principals Conference. 2 days.
Nyereeka and Mok Borreeyn Public speaking competition.

Tues. Oct 17th Administration Conference for Doris, Michelle and Cathy, half day Tuesday, all 
day Wednesday and half day Thursday.

Second day of Deputy Principals Conference for Georgia

Wed. Oct 18th Visiting teachers from  Northern Bay College, North Geelong

Thurs. Fri. Oct 19/  20th Brendan away at two day Principals retreat.
5.30 - 6.30. iPad Information Session, 

conducted by Nyereeka students for parents of children currently in year 
4. PLEASE NOTE YOUR ATTENDANCE IS IMPORTANT.

Wed. Oct 25th New Families Information Night for all who are new to the Emmaus community 
in 2018. Facilitated by year six students. 7.00 -8.30 pm.

SUN. OCT. 29TH WORKING BEE - 10.00 - MIDDAY

Thurs. 2nd Nov. GUEST SPEAKER. FRANCIS SULLIVAN, CHAIR OF THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH’S TRUTH JUSTICE AND HEALING 

COMMISSION

Fri. Nov. 10th. Vornda “Walking Excursion” to Buninyong

SUN. NOV. 12TH WORKING BEE - 10.00 - MIDDAY

Thurs. Nov. 16th 2018 Prep Orientation Session one - 9.00 - 1.00.

Thurs. Nov. 30th 2018 Whole School Orientation session - 9.00 - 1.00.

Thurs. Dec. 7th Family Picnic and Carols. 5.30 - 8.00.

Tues. Dec. 12th Community Leadership Team, AGM. 7.30 - 9.00 pm.

Thurs. / Fri. Dec 14 / 15 Year Four “Camp-over”

Mon. Dec. 18 Year Six Fun Day

Tues. Dec. 19th Year Six Graduation

Thurs. Dec. 21st Last day of school year.
End of Year Mass at Midday.

 

Have a wonderful week all,

God bless all. 
yours for the staff team,

Brendan.

“There is no power for change greater than that of a

 community discovering what it cares about.”
Margaret Wheatley


