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Nulla facilisi:
Pellentesque eu 
aliquet. Vitae 
vehicula lobo 
rtis. Ultricies 
mole stie libero 
dignissim id 
mauris, mus nec

     Recently I had the pleasure of a phone call from the 
father of one our newest families in the Emmaus 

community.
In the conversation the dad concerned asked me what 

it was I felt most proud of in my eleven years of leadership 
at Emmaus Catholic Primary School.

Whilst I could have listed literally dozens of things I 
suggested that the creation of such a strong, resilient, 

caring and Christian Catholic school community in this 
era of Church made me incredibly proud.
One only needs to read or observe some of the 

commentary on the findings of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional responses to Child Sexual Abuse to realise 
that The Catholic Church, our Church, has been found 
desperately wanting in it’s responses to this repugnant 
issue in the past. Our Church let thousands of children 

down and failed to protect them from evil men. Our 
Church, the Catholic Church was more preoccupied with 

self preservation and protection than the truth and 
acceptance of responsibility.

Despite this era of horror, since 2008 a new Catholic 
School in the suburb of Mt Clear called Emmaus has gone 

against the tide and actually lived the values of Jesus 
Christ. This community has cared for itself and all of the 

people who have comprised it. 
When we began in 2008 we embraced the ‘Journey’ 

and the excitement of being the first new school in this 
wonderful city for close to twenty years.
We not just stared down those moments of 

“Apprehension,” we saw them as opportunities for growth!
In working through each and every challenge in 

creating our school we constantly needed to “Resurrect,” 
to pick ourselves up, dust off and press on.

In doing so we discovered so much about ourselves! 
New skills, attributes and opportunities were revealed to us 

as we accepted our vulnerabilities. 

“Revelation” is alive and well in our community 
because we are open to new learning!

In so many ways the Emmaus community has lived 
“Eucharist.” Gathering in order to share food, joy, sadness 

and one another’s company has been a defining 
characteristic of our school. One that I am enormously 

proud of when we consider that, 
“Jesus had become known to them in the breaking of 

the bread.” 

As a school we have always been committed to 
celebrating our “Faith” in the risen Christ. Never with a 

suggestion that we are any ‘better’ than others schools, but 
we are ‘different’ and this point of difference should be 

recognised and celebrated.
As a school we have always been committed to 

celebrating “Hope” for a future that sees all humankind, 
and all of God’s creation nurtured and respected. A 

genuine sense of optimism is fostered within our children 
because they truly believe that they can be the authors of  a 

wonderful future.
As a school we have always been committed to 

celebrating “Love.” A Love that is born out of mutual 
respect, where power is never misused and where all are 
offered the support and challenge that is asked for and 

needed.
My final comment on the recently launched “10 Year 

Anniversary” video was to offer my heartfelt thanks to all 
in the Emmaus community now or in the past.
Whilst I am receiving many very kind offers of best 

wishes and thanks I cannot stress enough that the pleasure 
has been all mine.

The words “Thank You” seem too simple and 
inadequate and yet they capture all I want and need to say 

to you all. Thank you all!

                     Tuesday December 19th. 2017                      

EMMAUS CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL.

“Authoring our Own Future.”

Tues. Dec. 19th
YEAR SIX 

GRADUATION
7.00 - 9.00PM.

Thurs. Dec 21st.

End of year Mass. 
Midday.

Thurs. Dec 21st.
Normal dismissal 

time.
END OF YEAR 

CLEAN-UP.              
2.30 - 4.30 PM.

Wed. Jan. 31st
All Children, 

excepting Foundation 
students resume 

school.
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YEAR SIX FUN DAY, A FITTING 
DAY FOR SUCH WONDERFUL 

SCHOOL LEADERS.

OUR YEAR SIX FUN DAY AT WATERPARK, 
GEELONG WAS A WONDERFUL DAY FOR THIS 

YEAR’S GRADUATING STUDENTS.

MANY THANKS TO THE STAFF TEAM WHO 
SUPPORTED THE CHILDREN YESTERDAY, AND 

EVERY DAY THIS YEAR!

TO JO O’KELLY, ANDREA MOLAN,            
SKYE AMBROSY, SIOBHAN CORRIGAN,   

ANDREA MOLAN, LAURA HUTCHINSON AND 
KATE EDMENDS THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH FOR 
YOUR CARE OF OUR GRADE SIX STUDENTS! 

WE GREATLY LOOK FORWARD TO THE 
CHILDREN’S GRADUATION CEREMONY 

TONIGHT!   
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Uniform options for discussion. 

You would be aware that for some time some parents in our community have 
felt that it would be a good thing to provide girls in our school with the added 

option of a type of ‘shorts’ as well as their summer dresses.
Thank you to Kelly Tait who has sourced a couple of samples and set up a 

display in the school foyer in order to illicit your feedback.
Please note that the shorts are not intended to replace the summer dress which 

will still need to be worn at important school gatherings, etc.
If after seeing the samples you have feedback we would ask that parents log 
onto the, “Have your Say” section of our website and share your thinking.

We are now relying on your feedback to inform the next step in our process to 
enhance our school uniform offerings.

Last week at the Annual General Meeting of the Community Leadership Team we unveiled the beautiful art 
work pictured above.

The art work was assembled by a wonderful team of women in our community using the coloured ribbons 
we tied to our fence around the turning circle in 2015 when the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse sat in Ballarat. The ribbons hung on our turning circle fence for a couple of years and at 
the end of 2016 they were taken down and stored with a view to creating a permanent recognition of Emmaus 

contribution to the “Loud Fence - No More Silence” movement that began in 2015.
The art work pictured above is the end result of this process.

Thank you so much to Lucy O’Beirne, Kara Mayer, Claire McAteer and Amanda Pepplinkhouse who worked 
with the support of Mary Halstead and Jane Nestor to create this truly inspiring and beautiful piece of art 

which will be permanently hung in the entrance into Wayaperri.
It is housed in the entrance of our school at the moment with a lighted candle burning beside it in 

recognition of all survivors and victims of child sexual abuse from within the Catholic Church. 
We introduced the Art work last week with a lovely reflection showing various stages of the work’s 

creation. The heading for the slideshow we used was, “Remembering, Honouring, Learning.” 
Thank you to the inspiring women who have provided us with the leadership to ensure that we, the Emmaus 

Catholic School community, do just as the heading notes. May this school community always “Remember” the 
evil of the past and those affected by it. May this school community always “Honour” the courage of survivors 

and the memory of those no longer with us. And may this school community commit itself to constantly 
“Learn” so as to ensure that the mistakes of the past are never revisited on our children now or any child into 

the future.  

“No More Silence -
 Remembering, 

Honouring, 
Learning.”
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YEAR FOUR CAMPOVER, A 
GREAT SUCCESS!

OUR YEAR FOUR CAMPOVER, THIS YEAR AT THE WINDMILL 
CARAVAN PARK IN ALFREDTON WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!

THANK YOU SO MUCH TO THE WONDERFUL STAFF TEAM 
WHO COORDINATED THIS MEMORABLE EVENT FOR THE 
CHILDREN. TO AMY CARMODY, JENNA MITCHELL, AMY 
EDMENDS, GEOFF MARTIN AND JULIANNE HAMPSON 

THANK YOU ALL FOR SO METHODICALLY CARING FOR THE 
50 CHILDREN IN YOUR CARE ON THURSDAY NIGHT OF 

LAST WEEK! WELL DONE!

THANKS MUST ALSO BE EXTENDED TO THE CHILDREN! NO 
MATTER WHERE WE TAKE OUR CHILDREN THEY DO OUR 

SCHOOL, THEIR FAMILIES AND THEMSELVES PROUD. LAST 
WEEKS CAMPOVER WAS NO EXCEPTION!                 

WELL DONE CHILDREN!

THANK YOU ALSO TO THE WONDERFUL TEAM OF PARENT 
HELPERS WHO HELPED SET UP AND DISASSEMBLE TENTS! 

YOUR SUPPORT WAS INVALUABLE MUMS AND DADS! 
THANK YOU ALL!
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COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP TEAM 2018.
It is that time of the year once again when we are seeking the support of parents in our community to take a place 

on our Community Leadership Team (CLT).
As is always the case we have several parents stepping off the CLT in 2018 having completed their two year 

term, thus there are vacancies in each of the six arms of the team.
By way of reminder the CLT is made up of 2 or 3 representatives in each of the following areas of school life.
- Faith and Catholic Identity.
- Relationships and Community Building.
- Fundraising (“Fun- Raising”)
- Grounds Development.
- Adult Education.
- Welfare and Wellbeing.
Over the course of the past twelve months our CLT has been chaired brilliantly by Kara Meyer with Anna Sims 

as our ever efficient Secretary. Thank you to both of you! Thanks also to the other parents who have so 
generously committed to the CLT for the past year. 

This year the Faith and Catholic Identity arm was led by Kara Meyer and Kara Linayao.
Relationships and Community Building was led by Sam Gent and Bree Atkinson.
Fundraising, led by Brooke Morrish, Claire McAteer and Amber Molloy (before the Molloy’s left for Geelong)
Grounds Development was led by Brad Sward and Jennifer Kelynack.
Adult Education was led by Terresa and Jason Fletcher and Anna Sims.
The Welfare and Wellbeing Arm was led by Carly Reynolds, Emma Mumford and Lisa Reeve.
Each of these parents has done a wonderful job on behalf of our broader parent community. Thank you all so 
much!

If you are interested in leading one of the noted arms what is involved?
1) Please try to commit to the monthly CLT meeting. We always meet on the second Tuesday of the month from 

7.30 - 9.00 pm. At these meetings we try to offer parents in our school lots of information about all facets of 
school life including enrolments, matters pertaining to development, finance, staffing and of course 
curriculum.

2) It is important to note that the CLT is an advisory body, not a decision making body. Therefore it is crucial that 
we in leadership of our school hear the perspectives of parents and take those insights into account as 
important decisions are made at a school level.

3) Ideally the leaders of each arm should be trying to recruit supporters / helpers to undertake the tasks that have 
been scheduled. For example when the parents helped coordinate the Francis Sullivan, Truth Justice and 
Healing Commission night a couple of weeks ago the ladies recruited other parents to help with the 
preparation and serving of supper. Thus all of the work doesn’t fall onto the shoulders of just a few!

4) Crucially, the idea is to try to distribute the work and gather as many insights as possible without over-
stretching the Emmaus community. Thus, the importance of CLT members meeting on the second Tuesday of 
the month to ensure that we have a clear sense of all that is taking place in school life.

Please give serious thought to taking up a place on the Emmaus Community Leadership Team and in doing so 
help ensure that Emmaus Catholic Primary School continues to flourish as a school of Faith, Hope and Love. A 

CareMonkey form was sent home last week for your attention and consideration re your involvement on the 
Emmaus CLT.
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Sacramental Program 2018

We are thrilled to welcome you to the 2018 Sacramental Program. Next year is looking a little different to previous years 
in regards to how children will be preparing and receiving the Sacraments of Confirmation, Reconciliation and Eucharist. 
Next year the Grade 3’s will not be preparing and receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation as they will be preparing and 
receiving it in 2019 in a combined Sacrament of Confirmation and Eucharist. At the start of the year our Grade 4’s will be 
invited to prepare and receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist and our Grade 3’s will be invited to prepare 

and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation later in the year.

The following information and dates are important and we encourage you to make them a priority on your 
calendar.

Sacramental Program Parent Information Sessions 
(Parents must attend one of these sessions if your child is participating in the program in either grade 3 or 4)
Thursday 8th February in Wayaperri at Emmaus at 9 am - 10 am  or 5:30 pm- 6:30 pm
 
Reconciliation Year 4: For students to attend
Preparation Session: Wednesday 28th February at 5:30-6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Wednesday 14th March at 6:30pm- 7:30pm 
               St. Alipius Church
Eucharist Year 4:  For students to attend
Session 1: Belonging and Gathering

      Wednesday 9th May 5:30 - 6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus
Session 2: Listening to the Word

      Wednesday 23rd May 5:30 - 6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus
Session 3: Sharing and Celebrating

       Wednesday 6th June 5:30 - 6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus
Sacrament of Eucharist:  Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th June 
           St Alipius Church and St Peter and Paul’s 
Reconciliation Year 3: 
Session 1: The Role of the Christian Parent (Just for Parents to Attend)

Thursday 20th September in Wayaperri at Emmaus  at 9 am - 10 am or 5:30 pm- 6:30 pm  
Session 2: Reconciliation
        Wednesday 10th October 5:30pm- 6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 24th October 6:30pm. St Alipius Church

We look forward to hearing from you and to working with you and your family as you prepare to complete your 
initiation into the Catholic Church family.

 
If you are unable to make one of these sessions please get in contact with the school and we will be able to provide 

you with the dates for St Alipius’ and St Francis Xavier’s Sacramental Program where you will be welcome to join 
in with them to make up a preparation session or to Celebrate receiving a Sacrament.
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          Important dates for term four, 2017.

Tues. Dec. 19th Year Six Graduation

Thurs. Dec. 21st Last day of school year.
End of Year Mass at Midday.

WED. JAN 31ST CHILDREN BEGIN SCHOOL YEAR

Thurs. Feb. 8th SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM INFO. SESSION FOR ALL PARENTS OF CHILDREN 
IN YEARS 3 AND 4 SEEKING SACRAMENTS OF EUCHARIST AND 

RECONCILIATION IN 2018.

THURS. FEB. 22ND ‘WELCOME’ FAMILY PICNIC AT EMMAUS. 5.30 - 7.30 PM

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS.

Some in the community will recall that a few years ago we welcomed the Strauss family into the Emmaus community for a 
term and half. Andrew, Ruth, Sam and Luca slo]ed into the Emmaus community with ease and became very popular and 

well regarded with all who encountered them.

I wish to ask all in the Emmaus community to keep Ruth in your thoughts and prayers. A dynamic young mum, Ruth is 
ba]ling a serious illness. I know she, Andrew, the boys and her family here would all appreciate your prayers at what is a 

difficult time for the family.

God bless you Ruth, we will storm the heavens for you!!

 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
On behalf of the Community Leadership Team I offer my sincere thanks to all of you who were able to 

donate a gift and  / or buy raffles tickets for our annual Christmas Raffle.
Special thanks must go to the wonderful team of women who coordinated the raffle, wrapped the gifts, 
counted the raffle ticket money and generally made it all happen. Thank you to Brooke Morrish, Claire 
Madigan, Claire McAteer, Kara Meyer, Sam Gent and Shell Corcoran who have done a wonderful job 

for our community!
The great news is that you have raised around $3000 for our school with this simple yet highly effective 

raffle! A great result! 
The winners names were drawn out today and are noted on the office window. Well done all on a terrific 

result for our annual Christmas Raffle!

 
God bless all. 

yours for the staff team, and for the final time,

Brendan.

“There is no power for change greater than that of a

 community discovering what it cares about.”
Margaret Wheatley


