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    With only three newsletters remaining for this school 
year it is important I begin the huge task of offering thanks 

to so many people who have made the past eleven years 
such a privilege.

I wish to begin my thanks with the people who make the 
work of leading this school community such a joy, the 

children!
I am reminded of the uniqueness of Emmaus students on 

a daily basis but I must admit that in recent times I have felt 
exceptionally proud reading and hearing about so many of 

our former students who are truly ‘authoring wonderful 
futures for themselves.’ 

As recently as Friday night I was delighted to observe 
Sean O’Beirne, a former student of Emmaus and one of the 

Captains of Damascus College for 2018, chair a 
magnificent farewell for Sr Marie Davey, Assistant Principal 

of Damascus College who is retiring at the end of this 
school year.

Marie has been a truly remarkable contributor to the 
lives of countless thousands of young people for 53 years. 
She is much loved and will be missed enormously by all in 

the Damascus College community.
Sean had the onerous task of facilitating the gathering 

and his wit and manner were a joy to behold.
Last week I was given a copy of the Damascus College 

“Awards and Achievements Evening for 2017” booklet. In it 
there are numerous Emmaus graduates who were recognised 
at the night with a variety of awards, some academic, some 
sporting and some recognising their grit and determination 

to learn and lead. 
Congratulations to you all, we are very proud of your 

efforts!

Last week I was alerted to a former student of Emmaus, 
Mia Clark who has achieved a full academic scholarship to 
Loreto College presented by  Indigenous Youth Leadership 
Project recognising her efforts in all realms of college life.

Former pupil, Aiden Domic anxiously awaits the 
opportunity to be “rookie drafted” by an AFL club early in 
the new year, with another, Lauren McKenzie having done 
remarkable things to support children in Cambodia whose 

lives are so at risk.
Each and every one of these wonderful young people, 

and literally dozens and dozens of others, are a great credit 
to their families, their current schools and Emmaus Catholic 

Primary School.
Each and every day your children greet me with a 

smile, a friendly ‘hello’ and essentially make sure that the 
day starts in a positive frame! Thank you!

Every Monday morning our children lead us in prayer 
at our weekly whole school liturgy. I have noted on many 
occasions that our students inspire we adults to become 

more prayerful and reflective people. Thank you children!
Whenever we take our students anywhere we always 

receive feedback about how magnificently they present 
themselves. The children’s manners and level of 

engagement is something that we are always so, so proud 
of. Thank you children!

This year has been another wonderful year in school 
life at Emmaus and I attribute a large part of the thanks 

for this to our students, your children. 
There is no doubt in my mind that the future is in very, 

very good hands given the quality of young people coming 
through our magnificent school!
Thank you for everything children!

 

                     Tuesday December 5th. 2017                      

EMMAUS CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL.

“Authoring our Own Future.”

Thurs. Dec. 7th

FAMILY PICNIC 
AND CAROLS ON 
THE BACK TURF 

AREA                        
(or Wayaperri).

Mon. Dec. 11th.
CELEBRATION DAY 

FOR STUDENTS 
RECOGNISING OUR 

TEN YEARS AS A 
SCHOOL.

Tues. Dec. 12th
Annual General Meeting 

of the Community 
Leadership Team. 

7.30-8.30 followed by 
supper. 

Thurs. Dec. 14th.

Year four Camp-
over. Windmill 
Holiday Park
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Uniform options for discussion. 

You would be aware that for some time 
some parents in our community have 
felt that it would be a good thing to 
provide girls in our school with the 
added option of a type of ‘shorts’ as 

well as their summer dresses.
Thank you to Kelly Tait who has 

sourced a couple of samples and set up 
a display in the school foyer in order to 

illicit your feedback.
Please note that the shorts are not 

intended to replace the summer dress 
which will still need to be worn at 
important school gatherings, etc.

If after seeing the samples you have 
feedback we would ask that parents log 
onto the, “Have your Say” section of 
our website and share your thinking.

We are now relying on your feedback 
to inform the next step in our process 

to enhance our school uniform 
offerings.

A beautiful photo of our colleague 
and friend Jacqui Luscombe with one of 

her first students at Emmaus,                                       
Sean O’Beirne who has been elected as one of 

the College captains at Damascus College in 2018 
alongside fellow year 12 student,                      

Ellie Carroll.
Congratulations Sean, you will no doubt be 

a fine College leader in 2018!

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP TEAM.

All parents are invited to a=end the Annual General Meeting of our 

Community Leadership team next Tuesday, December 12th.

The AGM is always an important meeting when we celebrate and 

recognise all that has been achieved as a school over the course of the 

past twelve months.

This year’s AGM is special for the fact that at it we plan to launch 

the magnificent video that has been made by “H Studios,” the business 

of Pina and Heath Worlsey. Some in the community have had the 

chance to see the finished product and it is superb!

The “10 Year Anniversary Video” will be posted onto our school 

website after next Tuesday’s launch.

We are also hoping to unveil a commemorative art piece made up of 

all of the ribbons we tied to the fence around our turning circle in 2015 

when the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse sat in Ballarat.

Every Emmaus student at the time tied a ribbon to our fence as a 

symbol of solidarity with all survivors and victims of child sexual 

abuse perpetrated by clergy in our our Church. I cannot wait to see this 

art work and I thank the wonderful team of mums who have been the 

creative minds behind it!

Please join us at the AGM of the Community Leadership Team if 

you are able!  
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COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP TEAM 2018.
It is that time of the year once again when we are seeking the support of parents in our community to take a place 

on our Community Leadership Team (CLT).
As is always the case we have several parents stepping off the CLT in 2018 having completed their two year 

term, thus there are vacancies in each of the six arms of the team.
By way of reminder the CLT is made up of 2 or 3 representatives in each of the following areas of school life.
- Faith and Catholic Identity.
- Relationships and Community Building.
- Fundraising (“Fun- Raising”)
- Grounds Development.
- Adult Education.
- Welfare and Wellbeing.
Over the course of the past twelve months our CLT has been chaired brilliantly by Kara Meyer with Anna Sims 

as our ever efficient Secretary. Thank you to both of you! Thanks also to the other parents who have so 
generously committed to the CLT for the past year. 

This year the Faith and Catholic Identity arm was led by Kara Meyer and Kara Linayao.
Relationships and Community Building was led by Sam Gent and Bree Atkinson.
Fundraising, led by Brooke Morrish, Claire McAteer and Amber Molloy (before the Molloy’s left for Geelong)
Grounds Development was led by Brad Sward and Jennifer Kelynack.
Adult Education was led by Terresa and Jason Fletcher and Anna Sims.
The Welfare and Wellbeing Arm was led by Carly Reynolds, Emma Mumford and Lisa Reeve.
Each of these parents has done a wonderful job on behalf of our broader parent community. Thank you all so 
much!

If you are interested in leading one of the noted arms what is involved?
1) Please try to commit to the monthly CLT meeting. We always meet on the second Tuesday of the month from 

7.30 - 9.00 pm. At these meetings we try to offer parents in our school lots of information about all facets of 
school life including enrolments, matters pertaining to development, finance, staffing and of course 
curriculum.

2) It is important to note that the CLT is an advisory body, not a decision making body. Therefore it is crucial that 
we in leadership of our school hear the perspectives of parents and take those insights into account as 
important decisions are made at a school level.

3) Ideally the leaders of each arm should be trying to recruit supporters / helpers to undertake the tasks that have 
been scheduled. For example when the parents helped coordinate the Francis Sullivan, Truth Justice and 
Healing Commission night a couple of weeks ago the ladies recruited other parents to help with the 
preparation and serving of supper. Thus all of the work doesn’t fall onto the shoulders of just a few!

4) Crucially, the idea is to try to distribute the work and gather as many insights as possible without over-
stretching the Emmaus community. Thus, the importance of CLT members meeting on the second Tuesday of 
the month to ensure that we have a clear sense of all that is taking place in school life.

Please give serious thought to taking up a place on the Emmaus Community Leadership Team and in doing so 
help ensure that Emmaus Catholic Primary School continues to flourish as a school of Faith, Hope and Love. A 

CareMonkey form was sent home last week for your attention and consideration re your involvement on the 
Emmaus CLT.
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Sacramental Program 2018

We are thrilled to welcome you to the 2018 Sacramental Program. Next year is looking a little different to previous years 
in regards to how children will be preparing and receiving the Sacraments of Confirmation, Reconciliation and Eucharist. 
Next year the Grade 3’s will not be preparing and receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation as they will be preparing and 
receiving it in 2019 in a combined Sacrament of Confirmation and Eucharist. At the start of the year our Grade 4’s will be 
invited to prepare and receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist and our Grade 3’s will be invited to prepare 

and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation later in the year.

The following information and dates are important and we encourage you to make them a priority on your 
calendar.

Sacramental Program Parent Information Sessions 
(Parents must attend one of these sessions if your child is participating in the program in either grade 3 or 4)
Thursday 8th February in Wayaperri at Emmaus at 9 am - 10 am  or 5:30 pm- 6:30 pm
 
Reconciliation Year 4: For students to attend
Preparation Session: Wednesday 28th February at 5:30-6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Wednesday 14th March at 6:30pm- 7:30pm 
               St. Alipius Church
Eucharist Year 4:  For students to attend
Session 1: Belonging and Gathering

      Wednesday 9th May 5:30 - 6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus
Session 2: Listening to the Word

      Wednesday 23rd May 5:30 - 6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus
Session 3: Sharing and Celebrating

       Wednesday 6th June 5:30 - 6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus
Sacrament of Eucharist:  Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th June 
           St Alipius Church and St Peter and Paul’s 
Reconciliation Year 3: 
Session 1: The Role of the Christian Parent (Just for Parents to Attend)

Thursday 20th September in Wayaperri at Emmaus  at 9 am - 10 am or 5:30 pm- 6:30 pm  
Session 2: Reconciliation
        Wednesday 10th October 5:30pm- 6:30pm Wayaperri, Emmaus

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 24th October 6:30pm. St Alipius Church

We look forward to hearing from you and to working with you and your family as you prepare to complete your 
initiation into the Catholic Church family.

 
If you are unable to make one of these sessions please get in contact with the school and we will be able to provide 

you with the dates for St Alipius’ and St Francis Xavier’s Sacramental Program where you will be welcome to join 
in with them to make up a preparation session or to Celebrate receiving a Sacrament.
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          Important dates for term four, 2017.

Thurs. Dec. 7th Family Picnic and Carols. 5.30 - 8.00.

Tues. Dec. 12th Community Leadership Team, AGM. 7.30 - 9.00 pm.

Thurs. / Fri. Dec 14 / 15 Year Four “Camp-over”

Fri. Dec. 15th END OF YEAR REPORTS SENT HOME

Mon. Dec. 18th Year Six Fun Day

Tues. Dec. 19th Year Six Graduation

Thurs. Dec. 21st Last day of school year.
End of Year Mass at Midday.

WED. JAN 31ST CHILDREN BEGIN SCHOOL YEAR

Thurs. Feb. 8th SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM INFO. SESSION FOR ALL PARENTS OF CHILDREN 
IN YEARS 3 AND 4 SEEKING SACRAMENTS OF EUCHARIST AND 

RECONCILIATION IN 2018.

THURS. FEB. 22ND ‘WELCOME’ FAMILY PICNIC AT EMMAUS. 5.30 - 7.30 PM

Emmaus 10 year Celebration for Children

Having been washed out in our efforts to celebrate our ten years of history as a school last Friday the ‘fun day’ 
that has been organised will go ahead next ..  MONDAY THE 11TH OF DECEMBER. 

If you have any further questions please feel free to contact Georgia who has been the driving force behind this 
important and fun event for the children! Well done and thank you Georgia, it is bound to be a fine day next 

Monday!!

 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
We kindly request that all parents please assist us with our final fundraiser for the year, by donating small items to 

be added to the prize hampers for our annual Christmas Raffle.
The raffle will be drawn during the last week of term, and in previous years we have been able to make over 20 

beautiful hampers of shortbreads, crackers, chocolates, wine, lollies and other kinds of festive goodies.
Your small donation will be hugely appreciated, and can be left on the table in the foyer near the main office. 
Raffle tickets are $2 each and will be sent home this week.  We ask that both sold and unsold tickets, together 

with the funds collected, be returned to school by 14th December.
We thank you in anticipation for your support.

 
God bless all. 

yours for the staff team,
Brendan.

“There is no power for change greater than that of a

 community discovering what it cares about.”
Margaret Wheatley


