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As we move into the second week of the school 
year I am particularly impressed by three things I 
have observed. The spirit of welcome and 
hospitality that is shown by staff, students and 
parents across the school community; the 
strength of the learning interactions between 
students and staff and the commitment of staff to 
do their best for all students. 

These characteristics create an environment that 
supports learning and growth. As challenges are 
faced and persistent effort is required we draw on 
the strength of our relationships. Taking risks and 
striving to get better is far easier when we feel 
safe in our environment.  

It has been fascinating to watch the Vornda 
students (Foundation) exploring their boundaries 
with gentle yet clear guidance from their teachers 
about what is expected in a learning environment. 
It was also great to see the depth of information 
provided to families to support the use of iPads as 
effective learning tools by the Nyereeka students 
(Years 5 & 6). Across all learning levels we see 
evidence of genuine partnership between students, 
staff and parents. What a wonderful foundation 
upon which to build! 

2018 Annual Action Plan 
Each year Emmaus sets an Annual Action Plan which 
identifies priority areas for attention. Annual Action 
Plans evolve from one year to the next and try to 
focus on improvement through strategic action.  

For 2018 three key priorities have been identified: 

1. To bring all in the Emmaus community to a 
deeper appreciation of the Catholic identity of 
our school. 

2. To strengthen student and teacher capability 
through our engagement in the Professional 
Learning Community process. 

• Focus on building shared beliefs and 
practices. 

• Improve student learning in Mathematics. 

3. To build leadership capabilities across the 
school for: 

• Students 
• Teachers 
• Community Leadership Team members 

Attention will be paid to these priorities using the 
three gateways that have always informed learning 
at Emmaus these being: creative use of our 
environment; creative deployment of personnel; and 
creative use of information technology. 

More detailed strategies and actions have been 
outlined by staff to support our attention to these 
priorities. Naming a small number of specific 
priorities best supports dedicated effort and the 
likelihood of improved performance. There will be 
opportunities throughout the year to engage the 
parent community in the work being undertaken to 
address these priorities. This will be a particular 
focus at Community Leadership Team gatherings this 
year. 

In Conclusion… 
As I learn about life at Emmaus I have welcomed 
interactions with parents willing to share their 
thoughts about school matters and operations. If 
you’ve something to share let me know. 

Many Thanks 
Tony Perkins 
Principal  

      Tuesday February 6th. 2018                       

“Authoring our Own Future.”

EMMAUS CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL.

We welcome to our staff team Brittany Harbour (Speech 

Pathologist), Barb Hall-Duggan (Education Support), 

Rachel Smith (Kanamo teacher & Religious Education 

Coordinator) and Wendy Sanders (Administration).  

We trust that you have enjoyed your first week as a part of 

our Emmaus family and we look forward to walking beside 

you throughout your journey with us. 
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SCHOOL HATS 
In Terms 1 & 4 we ask that students wear school hats 
when they are playing in our school grounds. We ask 
that your child’s hat is clearly labeled to ensure it can 

be returned to them if lost. Please note that if your 
child does not have a hat at school they will be asked 
to sit in an undercover area during recess and lunch 

breaks. 
Emmaus school hats can be purchased from Sew 

Darn Special in Rubicon Street, Sebastopol. 

FOUNDATION 
STUDENTS REST DAYS


Our Vornda students will have 
the following days at home to help 
ease them into school life:


• Wednesday 7th February

• Wednesday 14th February

• Wednesday 21st February 

• Wednesday 28th February

• Wednesday 7th March 

Sacramental Program 2018 
Do you have a child in year 3 or 4 at Emmaus?  Have they received the sacrament of baptism?

Do you wish for your child to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation or Eucharist this year?  

If you have answered yes to these questions, your child is invited to participate in the 
sacramental program offered by Emmaus this year.  


Year 4 students are able to participate in Reconciliation and Eucharist during the first half of the 
year, however Year 3 students will not commence their Sacramental program until September 
2018, and will continue in 2019. 


In 2018, there will not be celebration of Confirmation however in 2019, Year 3 students will 
participate in this Sacrament as a combined celebration with Eucharist.  


This Thursday 8th February, parents are required to attend an information session where the 
Sacramental program will be outlined and staff will be available to discuss any questions or 
concerns.  The information session will provide parents background information on the 
Sacraments and there will be opportunities to discuss the significance of the Sacraments with 
other families in our school community.  


The parent information sessions are available at 9.30-10.30am and 5.30-6.30pm, this 
Thursday 8th February, in Wayaperri.   

To participate in the program parents are required to attend one of these sessions.   
Please register for one of these session via CareMonkey.   

Tea and coffee will be available. 
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Learning Conferences at Emmaus
Tuesday 20th & 27th February from 1:45pm 

A significant component of the relationship building that takes place at the beginning 
of each year is the “ Child / Teacher / Parent – Learning Conference”.  

A “Learning Conference” is a conversation that involves children, parents and 
teachers. The aim is to have the child at the centre of the conversation and as much 
as possible leading the conversation about their learning. We are keen to understand 
more of what each child is hoping to strive for in 2018, how they socialize and any 
other special insights that will assist us in developing an effective working 
relationship with each child that will best support their learning. 

Each learning area will support the children to be well prepared for the Learning 
Conferences. 

Learning Conferences run for about 12 minutes and are set into 15 minute blocks. An 
online booking schedule has been posted onto our website to allow for you to make 
your booking and is accessed via the following website:  
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/ 
The parent code you will require to log in to book your interview times is: d384v 

It is preferable that the designated times are utilized however we appreciate that 
these dates and times may not work for all families so teachers are happy to 
negotiate mutually agreeable times. Direct contact would need to be made with your 
child’s teacher to do this. 

Open Mornings at Damascus College  

Damascus College invites prospective families to participate in a guided tour of 
the College during school hours at the upcoming Open Mornings: 

• Thursday 8th February, 9am – 10.30am 
• Thursday 15th February, 9am – 10.30am 

These tours are led by current Damascus students and are a great way to see 
the College in action during school hours.  It is also a fantastic opportunity to 
ask current students as many questions as you like. 

Families can arrive at any time between 9am and 10.30am to participate in a 
school tour. Tours depart every 15-20 minutes. 

Enrolment applications for Year 7 2019, close at 4pm on Friday 16 February 
2018. 

To register for the Open Mornings, please go to the Damascus website: 
www.damascus.vic.edu.au

http://www.damascus.vic.edu.au
http://www.damascus.vic.edu.au
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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WE WELCOME OUR VORNDA STUDENTS TO EMMAUS! 

Last week we welcomed 58 Vornda students and 32 new 
families to Emmaus. If you happened to slip past our school 
photographers Georgia & Tony without a photo please let us 

know as we would love to be able to welcome every new 
family on our weekly newsletters over the term! 

Welcome Eddie who joins Joe, Vinnie & 

Fred at Emmaus with Dan & Rob.

Welcome Adam, Flynn, Archina, & Angie 

Welcome Lachy with sister Evie, Melissa & Daniel

Welcome Priya here with mum, Michaela 

Welcome Patrick with Adam, Rachel, Hannah & Nicole
Welcome Milla joining her brother Jasper, pictured here 

with mum Melissa. 
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            Important dates for term 1, 2018.

Please note that there will be more dates shared with you throughout the term.

Wednesday 7th February Foundation students rest day

Thursday 8th February Sacramental Information Session 

Tuesday 13th February Emmaus Sports Day @ Damascus Oval 
9:45am-2:15pm

Tuesday 13th February COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING 
ALL WELCOME 7:30PM AT EMMAUS

Wednesday 14th Feb Foundation students rest day
Ash Wednesday Liturgy in Wayaperri 2:00pm 

Thursday 15th February Beginning of school year Mass @ St Alipius Church 12:00pm

Monday 19th February Mok-borreeyn Liturgy in Wayaperri 9:00am 

Tuesday 20th February Learning Conferences from 1:45pm

Wednesday 21st Feb Foundation students rest day

Thursday 22nd Feb Welcome picnic for new families

Monday 26th February Kanamo Liturgy in Wayaperri 9:00am

Tuesday 27th Feb Learning Conferences from 1:45pm

Wednesday 28th Feb Reconciliation preparation session 5:30-6:30
Foundation students rest day

Thursday 1st March Western Bulldogs footballers visiting Emmaus

Monday 5th March Nyereeka Liturgy in Wayaperri 9:00am

Wednesday 7th March Grade 6 Camp-Halls Gap
Foundation students rest day

Thursday 8th March Grade 6 Camp-Halls Gap

Friday 9th March Grade 6 Camp-Halls Gap

Monday 12th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 14th March Sacrament of Reconciliation for Year 4 students  6:30-7:30pm

Monday 19th March Mok-borreeyn Liturgy in Wayaperri 9:00am

Thursday 22nd  March Tony & Georgia at Diocesan Principals meeting

Thursday 29th March Final Hours Easter Liturgy  

Thursday 29th March Last day of Term 1
2:10pm dismissal



[ ! ]6

In Faith, Hope and Love.
Tony, for the staff team.

“There is no power for change greater than that of a

 community discovering what it cares about.”

Margaret Wheatley

Community Leadership Team Meeting 
Our first CLT meeting for the year will be held on Tuesday 13th February. We will begin 

promptly at 7.30pm and finish at 9.00pm. 
Our meetings endeavour to provide lots of important insights into school life whilst seeking 

the insights and drawing upon the expertise of our parent community.  
Our CLT meetings are open to any members of the Emmaus community. We hope to see you 

there.  
Please contact Georgia on 53302266 or at gcann@emtclear.catholic.edu.au if you have any 

further questions.  

EMMAUS CANTEEN 
Canteen will recommence this Friday 9th February.  Please update your Flexischool Account 

with your child's class for 2018. 
If you are a new family to Emmaus, please click on the following link to our webpage for 

further information and instructions on creating a Flexischool Account for your child.  
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/lunch-orders  

 
Please see CareMonkey for further details about canteen and for information about how 

you can volunteer. Our canteen relies on volunteers to run, so your support would be 
appreciated. 

Learning Team Newsletters  
Each learning team has written a newsletter to welcome you to the 2018 school year. There is important 
information contained in each newsletter that will help you to ensure you are up to date with the most 

recent information regarding your child’s learning area. These newsletters can be found on our school website  
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter 

MUSIC TUITION-Coco Sounds   
Our teachers are skilled and experienced in teaching guitar, ukulele and singing. Pat Bath is a 

singer, musician and performer with over two decades of experience. He teaches all levels of 

guitar and ukulele. 

Mary Card is a contemporary singing and music teacher with many years’ experience. She works in 

schools and community choirs and focuses on keeping music joyful and fun. 

Go to cocosounds.com to register today! 

mailto:gcann@emtclear.catholic.edu.au
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/lunch-orders
mailto:gcann@emtclear.catholic.edu.au
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/lunch-orders
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://cocosounds.com/
http://cocosounds.com/

