
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Weekly Newsletter 
 

Welcome to Term 2 of the 2018 school year.  

 

We concluded Term 1 with the presentation of 

“Jesus Final Hours”. Those who attended witnessed 

a powerful presentation of the significant events of 

what we know as Holy Week. For adults, let alone 

children, understanding the significance of these 

events takes time. Having a presentation of such 

quality gave all of us a great opportunity to engage 

in an experience that was being shared in various 

forms all over the world. Congratulations and thank 

you to the senior students and staff who worked so 

diligently to provide such an experience. 

 

Following the dramatic events of Holy Week, we 

celebrated the risen Christ at Easter. In the Easter 

season, we draw on the concept of new life and 

consider the moments of ‘resurrection’ in our own 

lives. The fact that we have opportunities in life to 

start anew gives us hope.  

 

Bishop Paul Bird’s Easter message explored the 

rising of the full moon (which dictates the timing of 

Easter) with the notion of the risen Christ and 

concluded with this prayer: 

 

Our times are often dark and troubled. 

May the peaceful light of the risen Christ shine 

upon us. 

Where there is darkness, may Christ bring a gentle 

light. 

Where people are troubled, may Christ bring them 

peace. 

 

 

Welcome New Staff 

This Term we welcome two new staff to the 

Emmaus Staff Team. Anthony Curran has taken on 

the maintenance role vacated by Eric Altman and 

Emma Kirkham joins the Kanamo team as a 

Learning Support officer. We look forward to the 

contributions that both Anthony and Emma will 

make to the Emmaus school community. 

 

Monday Closure Day 

Yesterday the staff team had the opportunity to once 

again work with the Leading Teams organisation 

who facilitated the development of the Staff 

Trademark in 2017. The identification of a 

‘trademark’ better enables a staff team to identify 

and maintain the behaviours that best support their 

efforts to achieve a common purpose. With further 

detail attached to each key word the Emmaus Staff 

Trademark is captured in three words – Committed; 

Courageous; Genuine. 

 

In my brief time at Emmaus I have been impressed 

by how effectively the staff function as a team. 

Reference to the ‘trademark’ plays an important 

role in the development of a culture such as this and 

Monday was an important opportunity for the staff 

to strengthen their understanding of how to further 

support their efforts in this regard. We are grateful 

for the opportunity to do so. 

 

Term 2 – Ready for action… 

Each of the level teams has worked hard to plan 

for an engaging and productive term’s learning 

for all students. We look forward to sharing these 

experiences with you. 
 

 

 

Tuesday, 17th April 2018 

 

“EMMAUS CATHOLIC  

PRIMARY SCHOOL” 
 

 

“Authoring Our Own Future” 

 

 
 

 



MOTHERS DAY CELEBRATIONS  

The Emmaus Welfare and Wellbeing group will be holding a Mother’s Day stall for children 

on Wednesday 9th May.  We request that each family donate one gift per child so all children 

can purchase a gift for their mum for a gold coin donation. 

If you are able to assist us in wrapping the gifts for the Mother’s Day Stall we would love to 

see you at either of our wrapping sessions in Wayaperri Monday 7th May 9-12 noon and 

Tuesday 8th May 9-12 noon. We will also require a few helpers to assist on the day of the Stall 

Wednesday 9th May 9am-12 noon. 

A CareMonkey eform will be sent out requesting helpers. 

All funds raised will be donated to a charity. 

The Welfare and Wellbeing Community team 
 

How can we contribute to a more ‘JUST’ future for all? 

 
You will have noticed upon entering the main entrance this week that there are a number of baskets below 

the thought provoking question above. 
 

During term 1, a group of Year 6 students and I attended a Social Justice Leaders Workshop. 
 

As a group we are committed to working tirelessly to contribute to a more just and fair future for all. We have 
been inspired by a quote from Oscar Romero, a historical social justice leader who said: 

 

“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” 

 
We have begun our journey by creating an area where families can contribute in ways they feel appropriate. 

 
You can find out more about this important area at Emmaus by visiting the school website or directly via this 

link where there are a variety of suggestions for how you can contribute; 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/social-justice-at-emmaus 

 
We’d love to include in this space, photos and details of how members within our school community, both 

children and adults, are contributing to a more just future.  These actions may be big or small. Please feel free 
to send to jokelly@emtclear.catholic.edu.au.  If you require any items copied or printed, we will be able to do 

so here at school. 
 

On behalf of the Social Justice Team at Emmaus I urge you to please take the time to read this page on our 
website and to check back often, as it is updated with new ways that you can show your support for those 

less fortunate both within our community and the wider world. 
 

Jo O’Kelly, on behalf of the Emmaus Social Justice Team. 

FROM OUR STUDENTS 
 
School of Rock – The Musical (Australia) Written by Ky Jans  

During March, children were invited to submit a video audition to be a part of School of Rock. Even though I had never done anything 
like this before, I decided to give it a go. More than 1000 children submitted videos so I was really surprised to receive an invitation to 
audition in Melbourne. My first audition in Melbourne was exciting and scary at the same time. I played my music and sang a song for 
the Artistic Director from London. I received my first callback to stay and take part in a piano masterclass with the Musical Director. 
Later that evening I received a second callback for the role of Lawrence (the piano player). I was sent music for 2 piano solos, 2 songs 
and a monologue.  I had two days to learn everything. This was a massive challenge. With lots of hard work and help from my family 
and my piano teacher, I managed to learn it all.  I was happy with how I performed in my second callback and received a third callback 
in the afternoon. At this time I was put in a band with a drummer, a guitarist and a bass player. We played one of the songs from the 
musical.  Unfortunately I didn’t receive a final callback but I am proud of my efforts which progressed me as far as the final six for the 
role of Lawrence.  

 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/social-justice-at-emmaus
mailto:jokelly@emtclear.catholic.edu.au


    

WELCOMING OUR VORNDA FAMILIES 

 
Matt, Summer, Kiana, Misha & 

Nicole Jenkins 

 
Teresa, Claire, Jason & Tess 

Fletcher 

 

Brock, Lyla, Polly & Erin Dawson 

 

 

Life Education Van 

 
In Term 2 the Life Education mobile learning centre will be visiting Emmaus. They will be running a session for 
each homeroom during the first 2 weeks of term from the 17th April 2018 to the 24th April 2018. 
 
Life Education delivers health education through a unique mobile learning centre environment which provides 
students to develop strategies and practice the skills required to lead a healthy lifestyle. Lessons are all age 
appropriate and the children will be covering a wide range of health related topics. 
 
Healthy Harold, the much loved Life Education giraffe mascot is always a much anticipated element of the visit. 
The sessions are fun, interactive and really extend and develop the children’s understanding of the topics covered. 
We will be further broadening these topics in class both prior to and after the visit with the student workbook. It is 
important that your child attends this session. 
 
As part of this visit a complimentary Parent Information Session is offered. The session will be held 
on  Wednesday 18th April starting at 9:00 am, running for approximately 30 minutes in the Mobile Learning Centre. 
 
A caremonkey was sent out on Friday for each parent to respond to. If you have not yet responded we ask that you 
do so at your earliest convenience.  
 

Private Singing Lessons 
Places are available for students who are in year 2 or older and would like to participate in private singing lessons 

at school each week with Mary Card. 
 

If you are interested please complete the “Lessons at Emmaus 2018 
With CocoSounds” form via our website:- http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/private-music-tuition 

 

Project Compassion Boxes  
 

Please return your Project Compassion boxes to the office or they can be dropped off at our Parish 

Church. 

 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/private-music-tuition


 

 

 

 
  

Monday 16th April SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY – LEADING TEAMS 

Tuesday 17th April Term 2 begins, students resume school 

Monday 23rd April School Photo’s – FULL WINTER UNIFORM 

Wednesday 25th April ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 9th May Mother’s Day Stall  

Thursday 10th May Mother’s Day Luncheon and Liturgy  

Friday 11th May SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY – Staff PD 

Monday 21st May SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY – Staff PD 

In Faith, Hope and Love. 

Tony, for the staff team 

 

“There is no power for change greater than that of a 

community discovering what it cares about”. 

 

Margaret Wheatley 

 

Important dates for Term 2, 2018 

Please also note that all important dates can be found on 

our website Calendar. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS - Monday, 23rd April 2018 
 

Our school photos will be taken on Monday, 23rd April.  Children are to wear their full winter uniform, 
including woolen jumper.  Please note sports uniform is NOT to be worn. 

 

Personalised order forms have been sent home.  These are to be completed and brought to school on or 
before the photo day. Each student must have their own separate envelope with them at the time that 
their photo is being taken.  If you have more than one child at school and would like to have a family 

photo, please obtain a family photograph order form from the office. 
 

Spare order forms are available from the office for separated families. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
To our very dear friend and colleague Georgia and Liam, 

Congratulations on your engagement.  We are so happy for you both 

and wish you both love and happiness.   



 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

BUNINYONG NetSetGo 
Starting: Friday 20th April 

Where: Buninyong Netball Courts  

Time: 5pm – 6pm 

Please register online  

NEtSetGo. 


