
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to term 3! It really has been so delightful to spend time hearing about everyone’s holiday breaks. The 

return to our daily routines can sometimes be challenging, especially after a 2 week break, yet I am filled with excitement 
when I witness the children enter their learning spaces to discover the spaces and provocations that have been created 

by our staff.   
The creative use of space is one of our three gateways that we place great emphasis on and I encourage you all to make 

some time to walk around our school and admire the various areas for yourselves. I feel it is important to acknowledge 
our staff team for the commitment they continue to show in ensuring our learning spaces are engaging and thought 

provoking for our children.  

 
Wishing you all the best for a wonderful term of learning together.  
 
TERM 3 EVENTS  
Term 3 promises to be another exciting and eventful term. I have listed some important dates in our Newsletter Calendar 

on the last page of this newsletter.  

 
NAIDOC WEEK 
Monday’s liturgy saw us celebrate NAIDOC week. Together we celebrated the history, culture and achievements of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC Week is celebrated across Australia and is a great opportunity for 

us all to learn more about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 
Together we pray that we may genuinely and gladly respond to the call to build a strong partnership with our Indigenous 

brothers and sisters.  
 
WASTE FREE TERM 3 
This week sees us begin ‘Waste Free Term 3’ at Emmaus. Our Green Team supported by Skye and Amy C will lead us 
as a community in understanding the role we have to play in reducing the rubbish that we create, especially when it 
comes to our unnecessary use of plastics. Please note that in the coming weeks children will be completing rubbish audits 
in each learning area. We are requesting that instead of wrapping parts of your child’s lunch in plastic wrap or placing 
them in zip lock bags, that you either keep the food ‘nude’ or alternatively use reusable containers. 
Keep your eyes on our weekly newsletter for some ideas that you can use at home.  
 
BUS TRAVEL  
This week we will begin a new process for bus travel & walkers where students will be marked off in their learning areas 
instead of gathering on the Vornda deck at the end of the day. It is our hope that this will ensure that the movement of 
children over to Damascus to catch the bus will be more efficient. Children will be informed of these changes this week.    
 
As I mentioned in my last newsletter, students knowing their travel plans is vital! During the events of the day some 
student forget how they are getting home. Perhaps a note in the diary or on the iPad may assist. We would appreciate 
parents contacting the office if students travel arrangements change. 
 
Could we also ask you to ensure that your child/ren’s Myki cards are topped up. Several bus drivers have mentioned to 
our staff that there have been children without money on their Miki’s from quite a while.  
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Reflections & Prayers 
Not all of us can do great things but we can do small things with great love. 

 

Mother Theresa 
 

Heavenly Father 

We join together to honour dads, husbands, sons and other men in our lives. 

We praise you for the ways they care for us and share our journey. 

We pray that you would bless them in ways that will give them great joy and peace. 

May we show them great love and understanding with the help of the Spirit. 

Amen 

 

 
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY ROAD TRIP 
Next week several staff members will travel down to Melbourne to visit two PLC schools, Pearcedale and Chelsea Heights. 
The aim of the visits is for us to see what a day in the life of a PLC accredited school looks like. We will use the 6 questions 
of a PLC to help guide our observations and inform our questions.  
1. What is it we want students to know? (curriculum)  
2. How will we know if our students are learning? (assessment)  
3. How will we respond if our students are not learning? (instruction)  
4. How will we enrich and extend the learning for students who are already proficient? (instruction)  
5. How will we increase our instructional competence? (teacher development) 6. How will we coordinate our efforts as a 
school? (school leadership)  
I look forward to sharing our discoveries with you in a few weeks time.  
 
NCCD- DATA COLLECTION  
What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data?  
Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) every 
year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments or ‘help’ at school because of a disability. The 
NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of students with disability. The data collection will be finalised on August 3rd 
2018. 
For more information please check the school website or don't hesitate to contact us at school. 
 
CONDOLENCES 
We send our heartfelt condolences to Fiona, Chris & Greta on the passing of their son and brother Joseph. Greta graduated 
from Emmaus in 2017. Thank you to Jo O’Kelly and Misty Duncan who represented our community at Joseph’s funeral. I 
ask you to keep the Stewart family in your thoughts and prayers.  
 
We also pray for the Lane families following the recent passing of Stephen and Peter’s father. I ask you to keep Stephen, 
Kristie, Josh, Eddie, Hannah, Charlotte and Peter, Sam, Jack, Thomas and Sarah in your thoughts and prayers.  

 
God bless,  
Georgia Cann 
Acting Principal  
 

 
 



  
  
  

Social Justice in ACTION at 
Emmaus 
 
 
Meet “Emmaus Emunyeenye” which means “Emmaus 
Star”. The St Paul KAASO community in Uganda led by 
principal Dominic Mukwaya, send their gratitude to our 
community for so generously purchasing a cow for their 
school. They chose to name her as they did, as they 
expressed that they felt our presence in their 
community, was like the stars in the sky watching over 
them. 
 

Emmaus Emunyeenye is expecting a calf in the coming 
months and is incredibly healthy. 
 

Thank you to our community for your generosity. As a 
result of the Winter Woolies and Soup Day, we were 
able to send $615 to Uganda to St Paul’s KAASO 
Primary School. ‘Emmaus Emunyeenye’ cost a little 
more than the quoted $500 Australian dollars as she is 
in calf. Her total cost was $550. The remaining funds will 
contribute towards her feed. 
 

Thank you also to those who were able to contribute 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, footwear, stationery, 
vegetable seeds and sporting equipment. Below you can 
see how your donations were received by all at St Paul’s 
KAASO Primary School. 

 

 

  

  

Emmaus Emunyeenye 



 

REMINDERS OF HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE… 
 

 Eureka Mums continue to do an incredible job of supporting Ballarat families in need. The 
organisation are currently looking for double prams, cots, size 5 boys clothes, children’s clothes in 
sizes 10, 12, 14 and 16. Please ensure your donations are freshly washed.  

 Participate in Ailish Ryan’s Sunshine Letters Campaign 
 Donate books to the Uniting Care Book Fairs  

 
All of the above can be left in labelled baskets in our Social Justice Space. 

 

CAN YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH YOUR TIME? 
 

Eureka Mums welcome new volunteers to sort, clean and check goods so that they can become a gift to 
the family receiving them. To find out more about volunteering for Eureka Mums go to 

http://www.eurekamums.org/pages/volunteer-with-us 
 

 

Jess and Joan 

An e - mail of thanks from Jess Corden in Uganda 
 
To the Emmaus school community, 
 
I just wanted to thank you all for the financial gift. I have been 

able to buy a jumper for many of the children here. I still need to 
find a few more appropriate jumpers (I’ve bought my local market 

out of jumpers).  
 
Children not having a jumper is an issue that can sometimes go 

undetected. It’s so humbling to be able to help these children. I 
love being able to provide a jumper to an older child who has 

sacrificed their one and only jumper for a sibling.  
This is a photo of the beautiful Joan who is a boarding student in 

Grade 2. One morning as we were gathering for a morning 

assembly outside I saw her shivering. I asked her to go and put on 
her jumper to which she replied “I don’t have.” 
I gave her the jumper she is wearing in the picture purchased with 
your donation and she returned to the assembly with a huge smile 

on her face. In the afternoon she timidly came to my door, asked 
to come in and placed the jumper she had, folded onto my bed. 

She was over the moon when I explained that it was hers to keep. 

She will often wear it to class in the morning and then carry it 
around with her for the day. 
 
Thank you again to you all for your generosity. 
 
Jess x 
 

http://www.eurekamums.org/pages/volunteer-with-us


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A great article written by Amy McCready, author of the “me, me, me” epidemic 
 
Whether we’re talking about closing the front door, making a replica of the Alamo out of salt dough or cleaning 
poor Goldie’s dirty tank, we all know it shouldn’t take threats, bribes and every-three-minute “reminders” to get 
our kids to complete their responsibilities. So why does it? One thing is for sure: “Because I said so” 
doesn’t apply to this generation of savvy-yet-stubborn kids. And millions of parents are at their wit’s end 
trying to figure out how to get the cooperation they’re looking for. 

 

Here are four updated phrases that actually work to get today’s kids on board with better 
behavior: 
 

1) “When…Then…” The good news is we can get our kids to do their jobs in a timely manner—before 
their favorite show, for instance, without barking orders. Instead, phrase your requests by saying, “When 
you’ve cleaned the trash out of the car, then you may enjoy your media time for the day.” Then, 
completely ignore the grumbling to avoid a power struggle. Say it the same way every time (“When 
you’ve finished all your math problems, then you can go outside with your friends”) and soon your kids 
will leave the couch in a more timely manner and actually complete their responsibilities. 
 

2) “Anything you can do to…” If there’s one thing that drives kids crazy, it’s being bossed around, and 
can’t we all relate? Instead, invite cooperation by sticking to respectful phrases when you could use a 
hand raking leaves or packing for the beach—the type of thing you’d say to your coworker. Say, 
“Anything you can do to help us get ready for our beach trip would really be a huge help,” or, “Who can 
help me rake all these leaves into a giant pile before it rains?” Although you’re not always guaranteed to 
get the help you’re looking for with these types of phrases, when your kids do pitch in they’ll feel much 
better about contributing on their terms, and will be more likely to do so in the future. 
 

3) “What’s your plan for…?” Why does it always seem that we’re more concerned with the Gettysburg 
diorama due on Friday than our kids are? To ward off a week’s worth of nagging about it, instead simply 
ask, “What’s your plan for getting your diorama done in time?” In addition to being more encouraging (it 
assumes they have a plan in place), this puts the ball firmly in their court, and gets them thinking about 
ways to get the job done, no nagging necessary. 
 

4) “Asked and Answered.” This tool, from Lynn Lott, MA, MMFT and co-author of the Positive Discipline 
series with Jane Nelsen, EdD, effectively stops whining in its tracks. When kids whine about your decision 
not to allow them to roller skate in the living room, for instance, respond with, “Have you heard of ‘asked 
and answered?’” Then briefly review the question and answer (“Did you ask me if you could roller skate 
in the living room?” “What was the answer?”). Next, ask, “Do I seem like the kind of parent who would 
change her mind when you ask me the same thing over and over?” At this point, the child will probably 
protest, roll her eyes, walk away, or a combination of these. Ignore it. From now on, anytime your child 
repeats a question you’ve already answered, simply say “Asked and answered.” She’ll quickly get the 

point and stop whining so much. 

 



  

Mok-borreeyn students Mason Berry, Jaylen Blomeley, Fred Foley & Will Brown 
competed in the JSL (Junior State League Championships) over the holidays 
representing Ballarat Futsal in their age group. They competed in the 9's age 
division.  
They competed against several other Victorian teams throughout the day.  
After 4 games, they reached the Grand Final ...winning very convincingly 11-1.  
Congratulations boys and all the team members that competed in the 
competition!!!!  
 



  

 

 

Damascus College Enrolment 2018 Information Evening & Open Morning 
 

Damascus College warmly invites all families to attend our upcoming Information Evening. The 
Information Evening will include a tour of the College, activities for students and an information 
session for parents.  

INFORMATION EVENING:  Wednesday 5th September at 5pm 
Please arrive at 4.45pm for registration 
 

OPEN MORNING:  Thursday 13th September, 9am – 10.30am 
    Tours leave every 15 minutes 
 

STUDENTS OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 
 

 TO REGISTER, PLEASE GO TO: http://www.damascus.vic.edu.au/prospective-open-days 
 

Damascus College Enrolment Information Sessions 

Altar Server Training 2018 
 
If you have just celebrated your First Eucharist or 
would like to become more involved in the Parish, 
altar server training is for you!  
 
Thursdays in August 4 – 5 pm 
 
Part One: 2nd @ St Alipius, Ballarat East 
Part Two: 9th @ St Alipius, Ballarat East 
 
Please contact Rachel for any queries and to confirm your attendance.  
0418312306 rallan@saballarat.catholic.edu.au 
 
*Please note altar servers are required to have celebrated all three 
Sacraments of Initiation. 
 
* A Part Two Ss Peter and Paul, Buninyong session to be negotiated. 

 

mailto:rallan@saballarat.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 
   

Monday 23rd July Monday Liturgy - Vornda 

Friday 27th July Staff from St Mary’s, Yarram visiting Emmaus (Brendan’s new school!) 
 

Friday 27th July Catholic Schools Athletics 
 

Monday 30th July Monday Liturgy - Kanamo 

Tuesday 31st July Student led learning conferences 

Wednesday 1st August Student led learning conferences 

Monday 6th August CLOSURE DAY & STAFF FIRST AID TRAINING 

Tuesday 7th August Student led learning conferences 

Monday 13th August Monday Liturgy – Mok-borreeyn 

Tuesday 14th August Community Leadership Team meeting, all welcome 
 

Monday 20th August Monday Liturgy - Vornda 

Monday 27th August Monday Liturgy - Kanamo 

Tuesday 28th August Grade 4’s to Damascus Maths Day 
 

Monday 3rd September  Monday Liturgy - Nyereeka 

Tuesday 4th September Showcase Performance at Wendouree Centre for the Performing Arts  
 

Monday 10th September Monday Liturgy – Mok-borreeyn 

Tuesday 11th September Community Leadership Team meeting, all welcome 

Thursday 20th September Reconciliation Parent Sessions, 10am & 5:30pm at Emmaus 

Friday 21st September Last day of Term 3 – 
9:45am End of Term Mass (Nyereeka) 
 

Important dates for Term 3, 2018 
Please also note that all important dates are on our Calendar found on our webpage 


