
 

 

 

 

 
 
Funding Advice 
 
In the last week, significant commitments regarding funding from our Federal and State Governments have 
been made.  
 
Federally, a fairer funding model will be applied to catholic schools which will see significant increases in the 
overall pool of funding allocated to catholic schools. How this impacts on the funding at Emmaus is not yet 
known and when we will see this impact is also not yet known but we are hopeful that this will impact positively 
on our school operations.  
 
At a state level a commitment of $400 million over 4 years for capital works at new and expanding catholic 
primary schools has been made. This is significant for Emmaus as this year we have spent considerable time 
and effort developing an updated school masterplan with a view to submitting an application for 
Commonwealth Capital Grant funding. Before this latest news we were not very hopeful that an application 
would be successful, at least in the short term, due to the high demand for capital works. We will now proceed 
with greater confidence that the thought of a completed Emmaus Primary School building could be closer to a 
reality. 
 
Capital Works 
 
On the topic of capital works we will meet with our advisor to the City of Ballarat Council this Wednesday to 
finalise details for the handover of the Diocesan land adjacent to the school (‘the paddock’) and to clear the 
way for the relocation of the existing portable buildings to the eastern side of the school site. The relocation of 
the portable classrooms will allow the creation of more connected learning spaces for the children using those 
buildings and will free up the southern side of the site in readiness for future capital works to complete 
permanent buildings attached to the existing buildings. 

 
Community Leadership Team Meeting 
 
Last weeks’ CLT minutes will be placed on the school website today. A key topic for discussion at the meeting 
was the ongoing need to attract parents to support the Community Leadership Team Arms: Catholic Identity; 
Fundraising; Adult Education; Grounds and Development; Community Relations; Welfare and Wellbeing. 
 
These ‘arms’ are being well supported by a small number of parents currently. The difficulty faced is a loss of 
momentum for each ‘arm’ when existing leaders conclude their time on the CLT. Put simply we need a better 
succession plan and this can only be achieved if parents are willing to get involved and support on an ongoing 
basis. 
 
The actual work of each arm is not too difficult. There are generally a small number of activities that each arm 
would focus on annually with the key to success being timely and clear communication. Under the leadership 
of current Chairperson, Shelly Corcoran, much is being done to document existing activities and expectations – 
this will make the task much clearer for everyone. A survey seeking your input will be circulated to all existing 
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and new 2019 families. I strongly encourage you to find a friend or two and get involved. Emmaus is the school 
it is today because those beginning families really made a commitment to get involved – while we are a bigger 
school now this commitment is still required if our community is to remain the engaging and active body that it 
is currently. 

 
Uniform Supplier 
 
Current Emmaus uniform supplier Gayle, from ‘Sew Darn Special’ has informed the school that she will be 
transitioning out of the supply of school uniforms and has entered into a relationship with Interknit to take on 
the supply of uniforms at Emmaus. Fortunately, the owners of the Ballarat Interknit operation Andrew & Kassie 
Blaszak are parents of Kingston Blaszak in Vornda. 
 
Gayle and Andrew are confident that there will be a seamless transition in the handover of the uniform supply.  
 
Current lay-bys will be honored and all other business transitioned without interruption to your uniform supply. 
Interknit offers a showroom and fitting areas at its Humffray St Sth location. Online shopping and payment 
options will also be a feature of the Interknit service. More details of Interknit's operations will be provided over 
time. 
 
We are grateful to Gayle for her wonderful service to Emmaus over a number of years and we look forward to 
working with Interknit and supporting a local business (and family) in the process 
 
Catholic Schools are Inclusive Schools 
 
Recent media reports about how schools respond to students and staff who identify themselves as being gay 
or lesbian have attracted lots of attention. At a meeting of local Catholic Primary School Principals’ that took 
place last Friday, the overwhelming response was that Catholic Schools are inclusive and open to difference. It 
is through our engagement with others of varying experiences, life perspectives and beliefs that we grow in our 
understanding of self. I trust that the manner in which Emmaus operates does portray a true sense of being 
inclusive to all we encounter. 

 

 

 
Tony Perkins, Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

What’s happening at Emmaus 

Buninyong Lions Club Public Speaking Event 

Recently, all students in grades 3/4 & 5/6 were invited to try out for the Buninyong Lions Club public speaking event. 
Students were asked to write a 3 minute speech that was based on one of two topics. Initial trials were held at 
Emmaus and the leading two students from grade 3/4 and 5/6 represented our school last night along with students 
from Buninyong PS and Napoleons PS.  
 
Congratulations goes to Zoe Newman from Nyereeka who won first prize in the grade 5/6 level. 
 
Well done to all students who tried out for this fabulous event.  

 



  

 

 

 

Social justice: the equal access to wealth, opportunities, and privileges within a society. 
 

How will we as a community contribute to equal access? 

 
Earlier in the year, Madison and Imogen Rosenhart 
shared their passion for supporting children who 
face difficult situations in their childhood and have a 
goal to purchase 50 teddy bears to gift to Berry 
Street for the care packs they provide to children in 
need. Berry Street create packs that include a new 
pair of pyjamas, a blanket and a teddy 
bear.  Madison and Imogen have researched a 
number of companies and can purchase teddy 
bears from between $5 and $10 each. We invite 
those able to place a monetary donation in the teddy 
bear jar in the social justice space. 

 

Social Justice in Action at Emmaus 

The Little Issue is a magazine for children inspired by Emmaus Catholic Primary School Year 2 
student, Matilda Goodbourn after discovering the purpose of The Big Issue when shopping with 
her mum Sarah. The Big Issue magazine is an independent magazine. It is sold on the streets 
by homeless, marginalised and disadvantaged people. Those selling the magazine purchase 

copies for $3.50 and sell them for $7, keeping the $3.50 difference. 
 

Similar to The Big Issue, The Little Issue will have stories relating to social justice. It will have 
stories of children and adults contributing to a more just future for all. It will feature craft ideas, 
recipes for kids, interviews plus much more. 
 

The Little Issue like The Big Issue will be available in both a print and digital version. Matilda 
Goodbourn as editor of the ‘Little Issue’ is almost ready to send her magazine to the printers. 
Stay tuned!  

 

 
Later this week, the Nyereeka social justice 
leaders have invited Chief Executive Office 
of the Ballarat Foundation, Matt Jenkins to 
visit Emmaus to share insights into how the 
organisation are supporting those facing 
challenges within our community. We hope 
that Matt can suggest practical ways for us to 
show our support 
 

 

 

REMINDERS OF HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE… 
 
Place a monetary donation in the Teddy Bear jar for Berry Street care packs 

 Support Ballarat City Football Club’s program To donate go to: http://asf.org.au/projects/ballarat-city-

football-club/  

 Donate a suit or formal dress to the #dressesforthedrought campaign. 

 Participate in Ailish Ryan’s Sunshine Letters Campaign  

 Donate books to the Uniting Care Book Fairs to raise funds to feed local marginalised and homeless 

within our community 

 The Soup Bus are requesting any type of non perishable items including coffee, 1 litre life long milk and 

ring pull cans of baked beans, spaghetti, tuna, tomatoes and tinned soup and custard.  

 Remind your children that ‘Let’s Get Just!’ an opportunity to discuss all things social justice occurs in 

Nyereeka 1 every Thursday from 1pm - 1:20pm. 
 

Donate to Eureka Mums. See the link below for further details of what is currently required. 

https://www.eurekamums.org/pages/donate-things  
 

ALL OF THE ABOVE CAN BE LEFT IN THE SOCIAL JUSTICE SPACE IN THE MAIN ENTRANCE 
 

http://asf.org.au/projects/ballarat-city-football-club/
http://asf.org.au/projects/ballarat-city-football-club/
https://www.eurekamums.org/pages/donate-things


 
 

  

 

Prayers & Reflections 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Many of our families in Mok-borreeyn are currently supporting their child to prepare to receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time.  

It was wonderful to see the parents sharing their thoughts and experiences as the students busily 

engaged in retelling the parable of the Prodigal Son.  

Thanks so much Rachel for preparing such a meaningful session for our students. 

Please keep our students in your prayers as they prepare for this important sacrament. 
 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=YO%2bPq2n7&id=6F2E258B44871858364E387A88AE849F7519B4E8&thid=OIP.YO-Pq2n7Gpp29lovk6a7IQHaF7&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2f1.bp.blogspot.com%2f-pkYme5Nh4dA%2fTlvcQn1uLLI%2fAAAAAAAABmY%2fMJztfUgnfFM%2fs1600%2fJeremiah2911a.jpeg&exph=1280&expw=1600&q=prayers+from+the+bible&simid=608018941950690975&selectedIndex=9&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=%2fqPqhuNm&id=DE6E45B0C4FF611822427DB8ADE5BEA0F027FEC4&thid=OIP._qPqhuNmRlbe9aLintgM2QHaEU&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2frefe99.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2014%2f10%2fOur-prayers-may-be-awkward.jpg&exph=1047&expw=1797&q=prayers&simid=608021841115680175&selectedIndex=10


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health & Wellbeing  

 

Walktober 

 
Last week was our first week being involved in Walktober. Overall there we had amazing success with a 

total of 1405 walks for the whole school, well done everyone. 
The winner of the golden boot was Nyereeka 2 with a total of 156, MB4 were very close behind with 

150.   
It may get a little wet this week so make sure you pack your raincoat or umbrella as you walk, ride or 

scoot to school. 
 
It was wonderful to come together as a whole school to eat our snack together on Friday, unfortunately 
our fruit didn’t arrive in time but the weather was beautiful. Thank you to Wilson’s Fruit and Vegetables for 
donating a piece of fruit for everyone at Emmaus, it was wonderful to see that all our pieces of fruit were 
eaten with some students looking for seconds. 
 

Good luck to everyone this week, I can’t wait to see which learning area will be this weeks winner of the 

Golden Boot.   
 

Divisional Athletics 
 
 

Last Friday 3 Emmaus students competed in the divisional Athletics competition at Llanberris. 

What an amazing accomplishment for each of these students. Congratulations to Meg Lynch 

and Avery Clarke who came 4th in High Jump for their respective ages and to Lucy Jones who 

came 1st in the 800m. Lucy will now represent Emmaus at the next level in the coming weeks. 
 



 
  

Damascus College Enrolment 
2018 Information Evening & Open Morning 

 
Damascus College warmly invites all families to attend our upcoming Information Evening. 

The Information Evening will include a tour of the College, activities for students and an information 
session for parents. 

INFORMATION EVENING: 
Thursday 25th October at 6.30pm 

Please arrive at 4.45pm for registration 
 

OPEN MORNING: 
Thursday 1st November, 9am – 10.30am 

Tours leave every 15 minutes 
 

STUDENTS OF ALL AGES 
ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 

 
TO REGISTER, PLEASE GO TO: http://www.damascus.vic.edu.au/prospective-open-days 

 

 

 

 

Damascus Enrolment Information 

 

King of the Mountain JUNIOR Challenge 

http://www.damascus.vic.edu.au/prospective-open-days


 

  

 Our wonderful chickens have started laying eggs. We will now be selling eggs at the front office, you can 

purchase a dozen eggs for $4.00 or 6 eggs for $2.00. All money will be going towards our Social Justice 

commitments at Emmaus. 

They are very delicious and come in a variety of sizes. 

  

 

NOTICES 

Emmaus Chickens 

School Fees – Due 30 November 2018 

Fee statements showing transactions up to and including the 15th October 2018 have been 

emailed to families for information. 

Emmaus Catholic Primary School is committed to supporting the needs of all school 
families.  We are also obliged to address outstanding fee payments. 
 
A reminder to families managing their school fees via EFT, cash or cheque payments we 
ask that regular payments are made and your account are finalised by 30th November 
2018. 

As always, if your family is finding the payment of school fees difficult, please have a 

discussion with Tony. 

If you have any queries regarding your fees, please do not hesitate to give Doris a call on 

5330 2266 or email admin@emtclear.catholic.edu.au. 

 

mailto:admin@emtclear.catholic.edu.au
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Friday 19th October Bookings close for Emmaus Shopping Tour 

Monday 22nd October Whole School Liturgy – Kanamo Led 9.10am 

Monday 22nd October Mok-borreeyn Bike Ed (22nd – 26th October) 

Wednesday 24th October Sacrament of Reconciliation 6:30pm at St Alipius Church 
 

Thursday 25th October Foundation Parent Information Session 7.00pm – 8.00pm 

Saturday 27th October Emmaus Shopping Tour  

Monday 29th October Whole School Liturgy – Vornda Led 9.10am 

Monday 29th October Nyereeka Bike Ed (29th October – 2nd November) 

 

Monday 5th November Whole School Liturgy – Mok-borreeyn Led 9.10am 

Wednesday 7th November Lorraine Davies – Mindset Parent Information Session 6.30 -8.00 pm 

Friday 9th November Ballarat Show Day – Public Holiday 

Monday 12th November Whole School Liturgy – Nyereeka Led 9.10am 

Thursday 15th November Foundation Orientation Session 9.15am – 11.15am 

Monday 19th November Whole School Liturgy – Kanamo Led 9.10am 

Monday 26th November Whole School Liturgy – Vornda Led 9.10am 

Thursday 29th November Whole School Orientation Session 9.15am – 12.00pm 

Thursday 6th December Carols in the Paddock 5.30pm – 7.30pm 

Thursday 13th December Year 4 Sleepover 

Friday 14th December Year 6 Fun Day 

Tuesday 18th December Year 6 Graduation 7.00pm – 8.00pm 

Thursday 20th December End of Term Mass 12.00pm – 1.30pm 

Friday 21st December END OF TERM 4 – 2.10pm Finish 

Important dates for Term 4, 2018 
Please also note that all important dates are on our Calendar found 

on our webpage 


