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Aboriginal 
Studies

Vornda

This term we will be reading some wonderful Aboriginal stories and creating some art work 
based on each of the stories. We will be cutting, painting, drawing and creating. For one of our 
art pieces we will collect some gum nuts, small stones, feathers and leaves.

Kanamo

This term we will research Aboriginal rock art and the story behind it. We will create our own 
rock art designs. We will also read some dreamtime stories about Australian animals and create 
lizards, kangaroos, koalas and emus using a variety of different materials.

Mok-Borreeyn

This term we will be reading the amazing story of the First Indigenous Cricket team to tour 
England in 1868.  We will choose a task to reflect more deeply on  this story.

Nyereeka

This term we will complete one of three tasks,

•  a biography of a inspiring Indigenous person

• write a picture book and include Aboriginal words and phrases

• research the true story Jandamarra an Indigenous warrior.

Please feel free to contact Carolyn via email at:  
cwiddison@emtclear.catholic.edu.au
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Please feel free to contact Amanda via email at:  
apeplinkhouse@emtclear.catholic.edu.au

Hiragana Belt System
This year all students in MB and Nyereeka have been learning the Hiragana character alphabet 

through a belt style system similar to what is used in martial arts.  For every line of Hiragana they 

learn, they earn a coloured belt - starting at white and moving through eight different colours until 

they achieve their black belt.  To receive their black belt, they must read and recognise all the 

sounds for 69 characters.  Currently, we have six Nyereeka students and two MB students who 

have achieved their black belts.  All of them have worked very hard to learn the characters and 

Congratulations to the 
current black belts!  

 Maja Czulij, Alice Clark, 
Emily Busuttil, Charlotte 

Gibson, Zoe Newman, Meg 
Jones, Ella Lavery and 

Arabella Ashley.

Vornda
Students enjoyed the the book ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’ in Japanese and 

are learning different animal names. We are also looking at using simple 

sentences like なんですか (nan desuka: What is it?) これは〜です。(korewa 
~desu: This is a ~.)  We will be finishing off the year creating some 

Japanese craft such as folding fans and origami Christmas decorations.

Kanamo

After creating a はなび (hanabi: fireworks) artwork to 
celebrate the Japanese summer festival season in July and 

August, students have been learning how to say colours in 

Japanese. Our cultural focus this term is understanding the 

etiquette and correct use of  はし (hashi: chopsticks).  It 
would be great if the students could practise using chopsticks at home too!
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Mok-Borreeyn 

At the end of last term, the students experienced a 

Japanese Trivia Day with different rounds of 

questions and games such as Corners using the 

seasons of the year in Japanese.  All the questions 

were written by the students and they became 

‘experts’ in one area of Japanese culture such as 

food, sport, clothing plus many more.  Our language 

focus for this term will be continuing to work on 

learning the Hiragana alphabet and earning new 

belts!

Nyereeka
In Nyereeka, the major project for Term 3 was a poster about Japanese festivals for the city-wide 

Japan Poster Challenge which is held every year in Ballarat for all schools studying Japanese. 

The students created some outstanding pieces of work and the students were able to vote for 

which three posters would be entered into the competition from Emmaus. Congratulations to Meg 

Jones, Nyah Madigan and Zoe Newman whose posters were chosen to represent our school in 

the Poster Challenge.

Karuta

Students in Grade 5 & 6 have also been learning how to play a Japanese style card game called 
Karuta.  A group of 12 students are representing Emmaus at the Ballarat Karuta Competition 
which is being held on October 29th this year.  Students will play in a friendly competition with 
teams from six other Catholic Primary Schools from Ballarat while being supported by Year 10 
students from Loreto College.  Good luck to our Karuta team!
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Please feel free to contact us via email at:  
Tina: tgambino@emtclear.catholic.edu.au 
Emily: elynch@emtclear.catholic.edu.au

Vornda 

Vornda students will continue to explore the concepts of coding this term. They have loved using the 

code-a-pillars, floor mats and coding apps during Term Three. Students will build on the skills of using 

and following directional language, understanding symbols and we begin to use coded language in their 

animations. The students are loving using the app Scratch Jr to code animations and games. They are 

also reading the book Hello Ruby to reinforce coding concepts. 

Mok-Borreeyn Expo

The end of Term Three saw 
students in Mok-Borreeyn 
showcase their learning 
journey to becoming a 

techspert at the Mok-Borreeyn 
Technology Expo. The 
younger students who 

attended were amazed by the 
inventions, Keynotes and 

posters that the students had 
created. It was wonderful to 
see the pride with which the 

Mok-Borreeyn students 
shared their hard work! 

Kanamo
It has been wonderful to see the enthusiasm the Kanamo students have shown when completing 

their Cookbook during Term Three and the beginning of this term. For the remainder of the year 

students will have a choice of focussing on further developing their coding skills using Scratch Jr, 

using Keynote to display information about a favourite topic and enhancing their drawing skills 

using the app Sketches. 

Please note that Lisa is now on maternity leave and has been replaced by Emily Lynch. 
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Mok-Borreeyn 

This term students in Mok-Borreeyn will complete a variety of STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) challenges. They will work through a design process during each 

challenge where they will plan, explore, reflect upon their learning and evaluate how successful 

they were. 

Games and App Challenge 
On the 26th of October eight students from Mok-Borreeyn and Nyereeka travelled to Melbourne 
to represent Emmaus at the Victorian Games and Apps Challenge. The students had put a huge 
effort into completing a design brief, a reflection iMovie and 
creating a game using the app Hopscotch prior to the day. Both 
groups chose to create a game focussing on teaching others 
about sustainability. The Mok-Borreeyn students’s game ‘Go 
Green!’ focussed on saving water, switching off lights, turning 
off taps and planting trees. The Nyereeka students’ game ‘Bin it 
to win it!’ educated others about what goes in each of our 
school and home bins. Both groups did a wonderful job of 
representing our school by explaining their game idea to the 
many students and teachers who came to see it!

Nyereeka
This term students will be completing a design brief whilst completing one of the following three 

tasks in Nyereeka:  

• Completing a toothpick and lollie STEM challenge. 

• Completing a zipline STEM challenge. 

• Creating a game in Hopscotch 

Mok-Borreyn representatives: Isabelle Morse, 
Alexis Timms, Bessie Chadwick and Ethan Kuchel

Nyereeka representatives: Flynn Rivett, Jack Wattt,  
Matthew Powell and Joah Henderson 
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