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Lord Jesus Christ, 

in this sacred and solemn week 

when we see again the depth and mystery 

of your redeeming love, 

help us to follow where you go, 

to stop where you stumble, 

to listen when you cry, 

to hurt as you suffer, 

to bow our heads in sorrow as you die, 

so that, when you are raised to life again, 

we may share in your endless joy. 

 

Amen. 
 



   

 

 A Message from our Principal  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, Students and Friends, 
 
And so… first term is almost complete!  With Easter falling at the end of the holiday period it 
seems early to be preparing - but in reality we have been getting ourselves ready since Ash 
Wednesday!  I am very much looking forward to the experience of The Final Hours this Friday at 
12.00 noon. 
Holy Week is most definitely a very sacred time of the year, for it is now that we will                      
commemorate and remember the last week of Jesus' life on this earth. These are the days leading 
up to the great Easter Feast. This week is extremely important for all Christians. The greatest     
focus of the week is the Passion (suffering) and Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the events that 
lead up to it, known as the Easter Triduum. 
 
On Holy Thursday, we re-enact the Lord's Last Supper, which He shared with His apostles on the 
night He was betrayed and arrested. 
 
On Good Friday, the day of the crucifixion and death of our Lord, we have the veneration of the 
Cross. A service is held at three o'clock in the afternoon (the hour He is believed to have died). 
 
Holy Saturday is a vigil. We keep watch for the expectant rising of Our Saviour. 
 
Our responsibility as partners in faith is to immerse children in our Christian story and allow them 
to soak up the beautiful nature of this liturgical season.  See if you can make it along as a family to 
at least one of the times provided in our Parish and help your children understand that Easter is 
more than eggs and holidays! 
 
Local mass times are included in this newsletter for your information.  If you are away during Holy 
Week and Easter, Google the local parish or check out the front door of the church for the         
relevant times. 
 
Please take time over the next two weeks to relax and spend some time regaining energy in time 
for the start of term 2.  Students (and adults) need to be fit and healthy for learning as they move 
into term 2, cooler weather and shorter days. Look forward to seeing you return to school on 
Tuesday 23rd April! 
 
Thanks for a great term! 
God bless you! 
 
Jo-Anne 

Reminder: Jesus Final Hours—last day term 
 
A reminder that there will be no Monday liturgies in the last 
week of Term 1 as we will celebrate Jesus’ Final Hours as a 
whole school community on Friday, 5th April, 12 noon. 



   

 

 RE News 

RE NEWS - 4th Week of Lent                        
Luke 15: 11 - 24 
Reflection Opportunity:             
This story speaks for itself! What is it that makes you hunger for so much in life? Where do you look 
for satisfaction? Have you ever been tricked by your hunger and strayed from the truth of the       
situation? What part of you needs to turn back towards God without any fear of rejection? Spend a 
few moments doing this. 
Source: LiturgyRitualPrayer 

 
God of Mercy,  Let us pray in solidarity for those 
who are hungry for a different kind of life.  Let us 
pray that their hearts know the goodness of God 
today.  God of bountiful mercy, we thank you for 
hearing our cry.  We pray we are fed by the   
abundance of Christ ’s love, to offer a ‘food’ that 
will truly satisfy the hunger of the world. 
 Amen 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE - ALLELUIA LITURGY 
 
Parents and community friends are warmly invited to attend our 
Alleluia liturgy on Tuesday 23rd April at 9.15 am in Wayaperri. 
 The liturgy will celebrate the end of the story of ‘Jesus’ Final 
Hours’, as presented by Nyereeka on the last day of term 1.  We 
hope you can make it for this important part of the narrative. 

He is not here! 
He is Risen! 

 

Community Celebration Of  Reconciliation 
You are welcome to join the community celebration of Reconciliation on:- 
Tuesday, 2nd April at 7.00 pm at St Alipius, Ballarat East or 
Wednesday, 3rd April at 7.00 
 

Easter Mass Times 
 
The Easter Mass times for our parish of Ballarat East will be as follows: 
 

Holy Thursday, 18th April 2019:7.00pm St Alipius’ Church: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday, 19th April 2019:   3.00pm St Alipius’ Church: Passion of our Lord 

 

Holy Saturday, 20th April 2019:   7.00pm St Alipius’ Church: Easter Vigil Mass 

 

Easter Sunday, 21st April 2019:   9.00am St Alipius’ Church, Ballarat East, & 

                                                                  10.30am St Peter & Paul’s Church, Buninyong 



   

 

NAPLAN - National Assessment Program - 

Literacy and Numeracy 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2019 for Years 3, 5, 
7 and 9 students will be held on Tuesday 14 May, Wednesday 15 May and Thursday 16 May 2019. 
NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Language Conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. 
 
The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can 
be used to improve student achievement. 
 
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. During test week, catch-up tests will be 
available for individual students who are absent on test days. These students may undertake       
catch-up tests on the days in the test week after the scheduled test, up to and including Friday 17 
May 2019. 
 
Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly uses similar support for 
classroom assessment tasks. 
 
Large print, braille, electronic and black and white versions of the tests are available for students that 
require them. 
 
Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities and to students who 
have been learning English for less than one year. 
 
If your child is eligible for support due to disability or an exemption, you should discuss this with 
his/her teacher prior to the tests. Parental consent is required before any support due to disability or 
exemption is granted. 
 
Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration 
by parents and carers in consultation with the principal. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw 
your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal form. These forms are available at the school. 
 
Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your 
child’s particular skills in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and               
punctuation) and Numeracy. The report will also show how your child performed in relation to       
national minimum standards. These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students across 
Australia. 
 
For more information about the tests, please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the 
NAP website at www.nap.edu.au 

 
To discuss your child’s participation in this year’s NAPLAN program please communicate with the   
appropriate Level Leader (Julianne Hampson - Mok-borreeyn and Jo O’Kelly - Nyereeka) or Jo-Anne. 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.nap.edu.au/


   

 

Social Justice 

How can our community strive to be socially just? 

 

 

    SEEDS FOR ALL 
 

In the Southern part of Africa, Zimbabwe are having loads of food  
issues. And when we say loads, we mean that 10% of the total       
population in Zimbabwe do not have sufficient access to food. ‘Seeds 
4 All!’ is a campaign to help this poor country. ‘Seeds 4 All!’ focuses 
on helping people to grow their own fruit and vegetables. We are 
hoping to collect lots of packages of seeds to send to Zimbabwe. We 
will send these seeds through the post over to Africa. We will have a 
tub in the ‘Let’s Get Just!’ area in the front office for people to put 
their packets of seeds in. Please donate a packet of seeds if you can. 
Dana Reynolds & Bessie Chadwick 
 
 

 

EASTER EGG DELIVERY 

 

As part of the annual Easter Egg raffle, we as a school have been able to donate 
some chocolate eggs to local Ballarat organisations to gift to those who access 
such services for meals. These eggs will have a note attached sending love this 
Easter from the Emmaus community. We are yet to determine where the eggs 
are being gifted. Students are currently investigating possible organisations. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our families for your very generous donations to our Easter raffle. Thanks also to Liz, 
Melissa, Renae and their helpers who put our beautiful prizes together. 
 

 



   

 

Social Justice 

 

 

A summary of reminders of how you can make a difference... 
 
Below are ways that you might like to contribute if and when you are able... 
 

 Donate pre-loved sporting clothing and equipment to the Play it Forward Appeal. 
 

 Donate a packet of seedlings for SEEDSFORALL!! 
 

 Donate an unused blanket to support Bessie Chadwick’s goal to collect 50 blankets from our 
 community. 

 
 Participate in Ailish Ryan’s Sunshine Letters Campaign by writing a letter. 

 
 Donate to Eureka Mums pre loved nursery equipment and children’s clothes to size 12.  

 Current requests include double prams, reversable car restraints and clothes up to size 12. 
 

 Donate non perishable food items for The Soup Bus. 
 

 Remind your children that ‘Let’s Get Just!’ an opportunity to discuss all things social justice, 
 occurs weekly in the staffroom on Thursdays at 10.30 am. 

 

ALL OF THE ABOVE CAN BE LEFT IN THE LABELLED BASKETS IN SOCIAL JUSTICE SPACE 
IN THE MAIN ENTRANCE. 



   

 

Sacraments 2019 

It is with great delight that we invite children who have been baptised into the Catholic Church and 
have celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation, to continue their faith journey by preparing for and 
celebrating the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation.  Generally, this will involve many of our 
current year four students who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 2018. Current year three 
students will prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation later this year. 
 

Year 4 families - please prioritise the following dates : 
 
Meeting 1  - Parent Workshop 
Wednesday, 1st May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 2  - Parent/Child workshop  
Wednesday, 8th May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 3  - Parent/Child workshop  
Wednesday, 15th May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Celebrations of the Eucharist and Confirmation: 
Saturday, 1st June - 6:00 pm St Alipius  
Sunday, 2nd June - 9:00 am St Alipius  
Sunday, 2nd June - 10.30 am Buninyong    

 
For Year 3 families Reconciliation - please prioritise the following dates : 

 
Meeting 1 - Parent Workshop 
Wednesday, 18th September 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 2 - Parents/Child Workshop  
Wednesday, 9th October 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Wednesday, 23rd October 6:30  pm at St. Alipius Church 
 
 

 
Important dates for Term 1, 2019 

Please refer to our website calendar for all school event dates 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar 

Click on the Agenda tab at the top right of the calendar for an easy to 
read view of the monthly events. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje4aaysqPgAhXKfisKHeujBx8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsacramentsofthecatholichurch.weebly.com%2Ffive-symbols-for-each-sacrament.html&psig=AOvVaw3PlHZmDtvde0L


   

 

Visual Arts 

Visual Arts at Emmaus 
I have been so excited to offer this subject to our children in our very own ‘Arts Studio!’   Our Vornda 
students have been busy little bees using items from nature to paint and have been exploring     
different ways to ‘make a mark’.  Our Kanamo students have been exploring line and shape and our 
MB students have become ‘colour’ experts. The senior students have produced some excellent     
perspective landscapes!   Keep an eye out in your child’s school bag for these creations coming home 
this week. Next term many learning areas will have a textiles and sculptural focus. If any families 
have spare material, wool, felt etc donations would be greatly appreciated.  Donations can be        
accepted on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and delivered to the Arts Studio portable, the old MB        
classroom near the back turf! (Please not at the office) 
Thanks for your support. 
 
Katie Simpkin 
 



   

 

Notices  
 

School Reunions 
2019 Class Reunions: Loreto College Ballarat 
Past students and staff of Loreto College Ballarat, Marys Mount and Dawson St are warmly     
invited to attend the following 2019 Class reunions: 

 Class of 1969 Saturday 4 May, 11 am 
 Class of 1979 Saturday 18 May, 11 am 

 Class of 1989 Saturday 4 May, 4 pm 
 Class of 1999 Saturday 18 May, 4 pm 

 Class of 2009 Friday 3 May, 4 pm 

 Past Pupils High Tea and Mass of Remembrance Wednesday 6 November, 2 pm 

 Class of 2018 Friday 22 November, 4 pm 

Full details and booking information: 
https://loreto.vic.edu.au/events-publications-media/loreto-event/ 
 
2019 Class Reunions: Damascus College, Sacred Heart, St Paul's and St Martin's in the Pines 
Past students and staff of Damascus College and its foundation colleges, Sacred Heart, St Paul’s 
and St Martin’s in the Pines are invited to celebrate the following reunions: 

 Class of 1969 Sunday 24 March, 12.30 pm 

 Class of 1979 Saturday 23 March, 2 pm 
 Class of 2009 Friday 22 March, 6.30 pm 

Full details and booking information: 
www.damascus.vic.edu.au/past-students-reunions-events 
 
 

School Photos – Term 2, Week 2 
Our school photos will be taken on Thursday, 2nd May 2019. Children are to wear their full       
summer uniform, including woollen jumper. Please note sports uniform is NOT to be worn. 
Personalised order forms will be sent home today. These are to be completed and brought to 
school on or before photo day. Each student must have their own separate envelope with them 
at the time their photo is being taken. If you have more than one child at school and would like 
to have a family photo, please obtain a family photograph order form from the office. 
 

Vornda Learning Conference 
Learning conferences for Vornda students will be held on Tuesday 23rd April and Monday 29th 
April. A CareMonkey was sent out last week with details of how you can book a time to talk 
about your child’s learning. If you have any further questions please contact Michelle, Amy, Ais, 
Elise or Rachel. 
 

Easter Raffle 
Thank you to all the families who have donated the Easter goodies for the raffle! We had so 
many donations that we were able to donate some chocolate eggs to local Ballarat organisations 
to gift to those who access such services for meals. Congratulations to all our winners. We raised 
$3,253 which is an amazing effort. 
 
 

https://loreto.vic.edu.au/events-publications-media/loreto-event/
http://www.damascus.vic.edu.au/past-students-reunions-events


   

 

Notices 

Advance Notice 
Please note that Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd August will be pupil free days for all students to enable 
staff to attend a conference for all schools in the Central Zone of the Diocese of Ballarat.     
The theme of the conference is 'Fullness of Life for All' and will engage staff in dialogue, learning and    
collegiality to support our work in ensuring that all in our school communities can reach their         
potential. 

Early Dismissal—Last Day of Term 
Please note that Friday 5th April, students will finish at 2.10 pm.  Damascus finish at 2.20 pm and 
the buses will run "as normal", just an hour ahead of schedule.  

Community Celebration of Reconciliation 
You are welcome to join the community celebration of Reconciliation on:- 
Tuesday, 2nd April at 7.00 pm at St Alipius, Ballarat East or 
Wednesday, 3rd April at 7.00 pm at St Peter & Paul’s, Buninyong. 
 

Farewell 
This week we farewell the Hanlon family. We wish Huey, Harvey and their parents Tara and 

Matthew all the best for their new adventure. 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to both Sarah and Mikhaila who have both announced their Engagements this 

term. 

Condolences 

Our condolences go out to the Reeve family (Finlay N2 and Callan K3) after the recent  passing 

of their former exchange student  Moritz Breucker. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all at 

this sad time. 

An Emmaus Celebration of Mum’s, Nanna’s and Special Women! 

This year our annual Celebration of Mum’s, Nanna’s and Special Women will be a breakfast 
held on Friday 10th May from 7.30am to 8.30am. This breakfast brings together the Emmaus 
community to acknowledge and celebrate mothers, nanna’s and significant women in the lives 
of the children. A special liturgy will follow the breakfast at 9.10am in Wayaperri. 
 
Vornda will be inviting family members into their learning space for a special pamper session 
following liturgy. 

Anzac Day 2019 
We welcome those available to attend the 10.15 am Commemorative Service  at the        
Buninyong RSL at 401 Learmonth Street, Buninyong on Anzac Day Thursday 25th April.  
 

Students are welcome to attend in school uniform. We will stand together as one and lay a 
wreath on behalf of the Emmaus community. 



   

 

Community Leadership Team (CLT) 

  

  

Shell Corcoran 
 
Hello I’m Shell Corcoran – Mum” to Imogen (Kanamo) and Patrick 
(Kanamo). I was delighted to join the Community & Relationships arm 
last year. I have really enjoyed supporting with the school              
community, running special events including our annual School      
Picnic, Mother’s and  Father’s day gatherings. I get a “kick” out of 
seeing the children’s    faces when they bring in loved ones to the 
school  celebrating special days/events. Such a rich experience for 
them to see the broader school community interacting and            

supporting each  other. I hope to see you at our Mother’s Day breakfast on Friday 10th May… Enjoy 
the school  holidays! 
 
 

Danielle Duggan 
My name is Danielle Duggan. I have 4 boys dotted through the Emmaus          
classrooms. I choose to be on the Community and Relationships arm of the CLT 
because I think great things happen when people come together as a community.      
Hopefully we can have a few events this year that make it easy and enjoyable for 
people to get together and feel connected. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Gent 
My name is Samantha or more commonly known as Sam Gent. I am  a 
working mum who likes to keep active and relax with a glass of wine and 
chocolate. I am a mum to three children, Curtly, Paige (Kanamo, Yr2) and 
Cooper (Vornda). My partner Shaun works full time at our business, Cutting 
Edge Joinery. I am a Clinical Nurse Educator at Ballarat Health Services and 
enjoy the opportunity to volunteer within the Ballarat / Buninyong        
community in different ways. The time I have been on the Community and 
Relationships arm has given me the chance to meet many people at         
Emmaus and the events coordinated gives me time to foster a sense of    
belonging for all in the school community, and this is what attracted me to 
the role. The support that all of the leaders of the CLT arms offer to each 

other makes the role manageable within the juggle of work/life balance and this is appreciated. I 
find attending the CLT meetings informative as to the current and future business of the school and 
would encourage anyone to attend. The meeting environment is friendly and again supports people 
to raise ideas or items for consideration. I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming celebration of 
Mothers, Nanna's and special women in May and the next CLT meeting. 

 



   

 

CONTRIBUTING TO THE ST ALIPIUS PARISH 
 
Congratulations and thank you to Tess, who did a great job at the vigil mass at St Alipius last     
Saturday night, operating the audio visual equipment while her dad Jason led the singing. Given it 
was her first time using the laptop and projectors, Tess did a fantastic job and helped lead the 
congregation in singing and prayers by displaying the words at the correct time for people to sing 
or read along to. Claire was also on hand to help set up before mass and pack up at the end. 
If you can assist at one of our Parish Masses, please contact St Alipius Parish office. 

St Alipius Helpers 

 

Sport 

APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
 

Monday 8th of April to Thursday 18th of April 2019 
(excluding weekends & public holidays) 

 
Eastwood Leisure Centre, Ballarat 

8am to 5pm each day 
Pre-School to Grade 6, boys & girls 

$40 (+ GST) per day ($35 + GST per day for 5+ days) 
Enrol online www.kellysports.com.au 

 
Any queries call or text Paul on 0423 335 616 

http://www.kellysports.com.au/


   

 



   

 


