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Loving God, 
we pray that we may grow 

closer to your son, our Lord 
Jesus, and share our love 

with our sisters and  
Brothers who are most  

vulnerable. 
Amen. 

 

 

This week we begin the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday. As we begin our  

Lenten journey, we pray for the humility to walk back into the open arms of God. 

 Jesus teaches us to give, pray, and fast without drawing attention to our efforts 

and in this way show that we are followers of Jesus. 

 

Give. How can I give joyfully and not reluctantly or out of self-righteousness? Can 

I look into the eyes of my sister or brother living in poverty, seeking to understand 

their hopes and struggles and give generously to bring healing? 

 

Pray. How can I create space to pray to God? Can I close the door on the 

world, away from the hustle and bustle, to rekindle my relationship with God? 

Can I make time every day to do this, trusting that God’s grace will bring light to 

my life and to those around me? 

 

Fast. How can I give up some of the things I normally indulge in to create more 

space for God? Can I give up chocolate or wine, complaining or arguing; and 

instead try to grow in love, peace and kindness for my neighbours near and far? 
 
 



   

 

 A Message from our Principal 

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, Students and Friends, 

With Lent on our doorstep it is a good time to stop and reflect on our lives and how we let God in. 

The events of the past week in our church most certainly challenge and sadden us.  May Lent be a 

time where we, as the church, consider how we can be people of compassion and healing to so 

many who have been let down by the past and be people of love and service in bringing about a 

future that is indeed like Jesus calls us to be.   

Enjoy the long weekend coming up - I hope you get the chance to spend some quality time        

relaxing and enjoying the company of those you care about. 

Thanks for a great week! 

Jo-Anne 

RE News 

Shrove Tuesday 
Today, Tuesday, March 5th we enjoyed pancakes to celebrate Shrove Tuesday. Traditionally in the 

Church, Shrove Tuesday was a day of feasting and celebration which proceeded a period of fasting 

in the season of Lent. We will be talking to our students about the significance of the day and      

supporting them to understand the tradition and why we are sharing pancakes. 

Thank you to our wonderful CLT who kindly offered to prepare the pancakes for us. 

 

Invitation 
Parents are welcome to attend Ash Wednesday mass at St 
Alipius Church on Wednesday, 6th March at 12 noon.  
Year 5 students will attend the mass. 
Years 1-4 students will mark Ash Wednesday in a  
liturgy at school at 2.30 pm.   
There will also be a 7 pm mass at St Alipius. 

Our Condolences 
 
This week we ask you to  keep the Lavery family in your prayers and thoughts as    
Lauren’s father passed away recently.  Also, in our thoughts and prayers are Angela 
Finch and Krysta Ryan who’s father also passed away this week. We offer all these 
families our deepest sympathies during this time. 



   

 

Counsellor’s Corner 

Hello Emmaus Community, 

I know this week there are a few nervous Year 6 students off to school camp. So the worksheet I 
have added this week, may help gain some perspective and challenge any worrying or negative 
thoughts. Please see the ‘Questions that help dispute negative thinking’ worksheet attached to 
this Newsletter. 

I'm sure this will be useful not only for Year 6 students. 

For those of you that could not make the Tuning in to Kids time slot, Fed Uni are also running a 
Tuning in to Kids session. Times have not been decided on yet but they are happy to run a session 
if the numbers are great enough. Please call Kylie on 53278483. 

On a more serious note, please be aware that recent reports indicate that Momo has been seen 
through social media platforms including Whatsapp, Facebook and Youtube – even Youtube Kids. 
Quite often cartoons on Youtube can start out innocently enough but halfway through, the     
character will appear frightening and distressing to children. 

Video apps such as YouTube have an ‘up next’ feature whereby similar videos are automatically 
uploaded one after another. So your child may be watching an official Peppa Pig video, then a 
hacked version featuring inappropriate content may follow on automatically. This is how many 
children have ‘accidentally’ seen the Momo character on Youtube or YouTube Kids. 

Please see the bellow link for more information on this as well as ways to keep your child safe     
on line 

https://www.practicalparenting.com.au/momo-challenge-online-safety-guide-for-children-and-
parents 

Regards, 

 

Misty Duncan  

Fresh Eggs 
 

Fresh eggs from our wonderful Emmaus chickens  

are available from the office for 

$4.00 per dozen 

https://www.practicalparenting.com.au/momo-challenge-online-safety-guide-for-children-and-parents
https://www.practicalparenting.com.au/momo-challenge-online-safety-guide-for-children-and-parents


   

 

Social Justice 

How our community is striving to be socially just? 
 

‘EMMAUS EMUNEENYE’ GIVES BIRTH... 

 

In 2018 our school community, led by 

the gorgeous Vornda team, celebrated a 

Winter Woolies and Soup day to raise 

money to purchase a cow for the St 

Paul’s Catholic Primary School KAASO 

community in Uganda. Together we 

raised $550. When the cow was         

purchased she was expecting, which 

was very exciting for all of the members 

in the St Paul’s community. 

 

To those new in our school community, the cow was named ‘Emmaus Emuneenye’. Emuneenye in 

Ugandan means star. The community in Uganda named her the way they did as they felt our      

community were watching over them like the stars in the night sky. 

The O’Kellys received word over the weekend via ‘What’s App’ from principal Dominic and his wife 
Rose that Emmaus Emuneenye had given birth to her first baby. They are both very healthy. The 
calf is male.  
 
The Emmaus community have been asked to name him. We will get to work on brainstorming 
names and inform our community when a decision has been made. 

BLANKETS 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind community members that if you have any unused 

blankets in your homes that we’d love for you to consider donating them in the basket in our Social 

Justice space. Blankets will be donated to organisations in Ballarat to keep local community members 

warmer as the winter months loom. Bessie, campaign organiser, has a goal to donate 50 blankets. 

 
 



   

 

Social Justice 

A summary of reminders of how you can make a difference... 
 

Below are ways that you might like to contribute if and when you are able… 

 
 Donate an unused blanket. 

 
 Participate in Ailish Ryan’s Sunshine Letters Campaign. 

 

 Donate to Eureka Mums pre loved nursery equipment and children’s clothes to size 12.     
 Current requests include double prams, reversable car restraints and size 5 clothes. 

 
 Donate non perishable food items for The Soup Bus. 

 
 Remind your children that ‘Let’s Get Just!’ an opportunity to discuss all things social justice, 
 occurs weekly in the staffroom on Thursdays at 10:30am. (Please Note: This opportunity will 
 not occur in Week 6 due to Year 6 camp.) 

 

 

ALL OF THE ABOVE CAN BE LEFT IN THE SOCIAL JUSTICE SPACE IN THE MAIN             
ENTRANCE. 

ETHICAL PURCHASING OF EASTER CHOCOLATE  
  

Are you buying chocolate for someone or even to contribute to a fundraising hamper to raise  

money for Project Compassion during Lent? Please buy only slavery - free chocolate. The            

International Labor Rights Forum (ILRF) estimates that there are 1.5 million children working in 

the cocoa sector in West Africa. Many of these children have been enslaved or forced to work in  

exploitative conditions.  If you buy chocolate featuring one of these three certification symbols 

you will know that production of the chocolate is ok.  



   

 

Notices 

Student Supervision 

Please note that supervision of students begins at 8.30 am each day.  We currently have students 

who are arriving at school prior to this time and are on site with no supervision arrangements. 

 This practise is a risk concern for both the students and the school. Parents are asked to ensure 

that they have family arrangements in place to ensure that their children are not arriving at school 

before supervision by staff commences at 8.30 am. 

Please also note that supervision in the afternoon concludes at 3.30 pm - all students should be 

collected from school by this time. 

Grade 6 Camp 

There is great excitement in Nyereeka as Grade 6 students and staff prepare for their camp       

experience in Halls Gap from Wednesday to Friday this week.  A huge thanks to staff who have 

already put in a great amount of time and energy to ensure that the program for camp is            

enjoyable and safe for all. We look forward to hearing all about their three days on their return. 

Enrolment 2020 

This week we continue to meet with parents who are considering enrolment at Emmaus for their 

family in 2020.  The interest and enthusiasm of those who have attended these sessions has been 

very affirming of the school and the work staff and students undertake to engage in their learning 

each day.  Our senior students who, have led tours with parents have been most impressive and 

are eager to share their experiences and their school. A reminder to existing families who have a 

child commencing in 2020 to please complete the eForm on CareMonkey to register your child. 

School Photos – Term 2, Week 2 

Our school photos will be taken on Thursday, 2nd May 2019. Children are to wear their full       

summer uniform, including woollen jumper. Please note sports uniform is NOT to be worn. 

'Buskers Festival 2019' - Save the date 
 
The Busker’s Festival is a celebration of music, dance and drama and this year includes                 
performances split into junior and senior learning teams.  Throughout the year students will begin 
to prepare some wonderful performance items for the evenings. 
 
Foundation, Year 1, Year 2 : Tuesday, 17th September at Emmaus, 6.30 - 8 pm 
 
Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 : Thursday, 19th September at Emmaus, 6.30 - 8 pm 



   

 

Sacraments 2019 

It is with great delight that we invite children who have been baptised into the Catholic Church and 
have celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation, to continue their faith journey by preparing for and 
celebrating the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation.  Generally, this will involve many of our 
current year four students who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 2018. Current year three 
students will prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation later this year. 
 

Year 4 families - please prioritise the following dates : 
 
Information and Enrolment Session for Eucharist/Confirmation 
(Parents and students welcome) :  
Wednesday, 13th March, 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 1  - Parent Workshop 
Wednesday, 1st May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 2  - Parent/Child workshop  
Wednesday, 8th May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 3  - Parent/Child workshop  
Wednesday, 15th May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Celebrations of the Eucharist and Confirmation: 
Saturday, 1st June - 6:00 pm St Alipius  
Sunday, 2nd June - 9:00 am St Alipius  
Sunday, 2nd June - 10.30 am Buninyong    
 

For Year 3 families Reconciliation - please prioritise the following dates : 
 
Meeting 1 - Parent Workshop 
Wednesday, 18th September 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 2 - Parents/Child Workshop  
Wednesday, 9th October 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Wednesday, 23rd October 6:30  pm at St. Alipius Church 
 
 

REMINDER 
Sacrament of Eucharist and Confirmation 
A reminder for parents of Grade 4 children to reply to the CareMonkey if they wish for their child to 
prepare to receive the Sacrament of Eucharist and Confirmation this year.  An information session 
will be held at Emmaus on Wednesday, 13th March at 6.30 pm. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje4aaysqPgAhXKfisKHeujBx8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsacramentsofthecatholichurch.weebly.com%2Ffive-symbols-for-each-sacrament.html&psig=AOvVaw3PlHZmDtvde0L


   

 

Emmaus Athletics Day—Tuesday, 12th March 
 

On Tuesday, 12th March students will participate in our annual School Sports day at Llanberris      
Athletics Reserve in Ballarat East. 

 
Students will depart school at 9:15 am and be back at school by 2:30 pm for normal dismissal. Please 

ensure your child has their morning tea, lunch, drink bottle and a hat. 
 

We are still seeking parent helpers on the day to assist St Patrick’s College students when running 
each event. If you are able to help please respond to the CareMonkey as soon as possible. 

 
Please see below the timetable for the running of the day. 

 

Sports 



   

 

Community Leadership Team 

Kate Weadon — CLT Minute Taker/Adult Ed Arm 
  

Hi, I’m Kate, mother to Ivy (Mok-Borreeyn) and Harriet (Kanamo).  I’m a uni student (2nd time round), 

I love art and design and I’m trying to get fit this year with a goal of finishing a mini triathlon.  I’m  

always up for a chat (and a coffee!) and would love for you to come and introduce yourself to me if I 

haven’t already met you. 

  

I volunteered to be apart of the CLT arm because I am interested in further connecting with the    

Emmaus community and I am passionate about the outstanding educational opportunities that     

Emmaus provides for our children. 

  

This year, Lauren Rendell and I are on the Adult Education Arm.  We hope to provide you with some 

insightful resources through the school newsletter.  We encourage you to get involved if you have a 

topic you are passionate about or even attend a CLT meeting and have your voice heard.  I look     

forward to meeting you around the school yard. 
 

Community Leadership Team Profile  

Next CLT Meeting 
 

Please note that the next meeting of the CLT is coming up fast on the calendar - scheduled for   

Tuesday, 12th March 7.30 pm.  There are also many items for the agenda which will lead to great                

conversations. There have been a few requests for a discussion regarding the school uniform.  Time 

will be set aside for a discussion regarding the girls white polo top, boys sports shorts and style for 

girls’ uniform shorts and trousers. Further information regarding the agenda will be sent out next 

week. 



   

 

Fiona Elsey Fundraiser Sunday 17th February 2019 
 

On Sunday 17th of February Ivy from MB 3 and her Gran, Helen, participated in the Fiona Elsey Ride, 

Walk or Run Cancer Research Fundraiser. They completed an amazing 24km’s of cycling around the 

lake for such an important cause. Ivy has raised hundreds of dollars over the last couple of years in 

memory of her two great grandfathers and for the hope of one day finding a cure for cancer. This 

year she met with Gail Elsey (Fiona’s mother) who signed a cycling jersey for Ivy. Ivy encourages all 

Emmaus students to join in next year for a great day of fun, fitness and raising funds and awareness 

for vital cancer research. 

 
 

 
Important dates for Term 1, 2019 

Please refer to our website calendar for all school event dates 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar 

 

Congratulations 



   

 

 

First Day of School Photos 
 

 

 

Welcome New Students/Families 

We welcome Lola to  

Emmaus with her  

Mother Misty, Father 

Joseph and siblings—

Amelia, Mason and   

Isabella. 

We welcome Hunter to Emmaus 

with his Mother Leeanne and Father  

Andrew and younger brother . 



   

 

Welcome New Students/Families 

Parents, please note that there are 

more first day photos to come in        

following newsletters. If you had a child 

begin schooling with us this year and 

you did not have your photo taken by 

Georgia, please find Georgia before or 

after school. Alternatively you can email 

a photo you took to Georgia at 

gcann@emtclear.catholic.edu.au 

We welcome Mietta to Emmaus 

with her Mother Tina and Father 

Scott and younger brother Noah. 

We welcome Charlotte to Emmaus 

with her Mother Emily  and her 

Father Daniel. 

mailto:gcann@emtclear.catholic.edu.au


   

 



   

 



   

 


