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Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history 

So that we may build a better future for our nation. 

Teach us to respect all cultures,  

Teach us to care for our land and our waters. 

Help us to share justly the resources of this land. 

Help us to bring about spiritual and social change, 

to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities, 

Especially the disadvantaged. 
 

- Catholic Religious Australia, NATSICC 

 

 

NAIDOC Week celebrates the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.  The week is celebrated not just in the Indigenous communities but 
also in increasing numbers of government agencies, schools, local councils and workplaces. 
 
The Indigenous voice of this country is over 65,000 plus years old. 
  
They are the first words spoken on this continent. Languages that passed down lore, culture 
and knowledge for over millennia. They are precious to our nation. 
  
It’s that Indigenous voice that includes know-how, practices, skills and innovations - found in 
a wide variety of contexts, such as agricultural, scientific, technical, ecological and medicinal 
fields, as well as biodiversity-related knowledge.  They are words connecting us to country, 
an understanding of country and of a people who are the oldest continuing culture on the 
planet. 
 



   

 

 A Message from our Principal  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, Students and Friends, 
 
As we screech into the last week of term 2, we take the chance to look back at how far we have 
come since the first day, way back in late January.  For starters, I now know how to use the phone 
and the PA system and, more importantly, I love being able to greet (most) students and parents 
by name as they arrive each morning!   
The excited and satisfied look on the faces of staff and children as they check in with learning 
demonstrates the achievements that have been made in the academic world of Emmaus - as well 
as the strengthened connection between student and teacher.  I continue to be amazed at the 
strong sense of collaboration that is committed to the art of learning. 
Enjoy your break from the routine of school life and make the most of your time to rest, relax and 
engage in the activities and opportunities that holidays provide.   
Thanks to all - students, families and staff for a wonderful term. 
 

Student Reports 
Included in this newsletter you will find information on how to access your child/ren’s Semester 1 
reports from Wednesday afternoon via PAM (Parent Access Module).  Thank you to the teaching 
staff for the time and energy given to preparing this snapshot of progress across the semester. 
And thanks to the students who have worked with effort and focus to achieve their goals    
throughout term 1 and 2. 
 

Farewells 

We bid a sad goodbye to Mikhaila Harris at the end of this week as she heads off to travel the 
world!  Mik has been a staff member at Emmaus for the past three years and brings a committed 
and caring presence to her daily work with students and staff.  She is a passionate educator who 
continuously strives to improve her practice in order to enhance the learning of the students. This 
year she has supported the Physical Education learning program and has dedicated herself to 
providing access to this area of the curriculum for all.  We will miss Mik’s friendly and infectious 
smile and personality and wish her well. Bon voyage! 
We also say farewell to Mathilde Rymarz and Jensen Grant whose families are in the process of 
relocating.  We thank Mathilde and Jensen and their families for the contribution they have made 
to the Emmaus community and wish them well for their continued journey in education and   
learning.   
 

CLT Fundraising ARM 

A very successful weekend of fundraising for Emmaus was held recently with the Disco and      
Bunnings BBQ.  Please see information further in the newsletter about the amounts raised for 
both events.   
Over and above the monetary terms, the events were successful in continuing to build a sense of 
community in our school.   
A huge thank you to the leaders of our Fundraising ARM: Liz Allan, Melissa Prichard, Renae 
McCarty-Ferguson for their organisation and co-ordination of the activities.   
Thanks and well done to the student committee who promoted the Disco, prepared the playlist 
and led games on the night.   
Thanks also to the many, many parents and carers who volunteered their time to support the 
work of the Fundraising ARM members.   



   

 

A Message from our Principal cont.. 

Action Projects 
Each time I walk in and out of my office door I marvel at the social action projects students,    
parents and staff are promoting for our consideration and support.  In my experience, many 
schools work hard to raise understanding and funds for a variety of worthy causes. The        
difference at Emmaus is the action that goes with this awareness raising.  It is heart warming to 
see a member of our school community bring along an idea and receive the support and          
encouragement to follow through to really make a difference.   
Over the past week or so I have enjoyed the company of Matilda Goodbourn while I have been 
on duty at the turning circle each morning.  The work of her heart, mind and spirit are in the  
pages of ‘The Little Issue - Edition 2’ and her big, hopeful eyes seek out those who are yet to buy 
a copy.  Make sure you buy one before they sell out - it is a beautiful read!  
 

Reporting on Student Learning in Writing 
 
In the last two years our team has worked diligently to ensure that we are teaching each student 
at their point of need and that we continue to improve our practice in this area. In our work as a     
Professional Learning Community teachers have developed essential learnings for students who 
work at, below and above standards in the Victorian Curriculum.  
 
Embedded in these essential learnings are ‘I can’ statements that are shared with students in   
order to support them in their understanding of their own learning. Students who have achieved 
above standard are supported with ‘I can’ statements relevant to their individual learning.  
 
Through our work as a Professional Learning Community, we have worked collaboratively to       
further explore and understand the writing curriculum. This has involved developing shared        
understandings of what the curriculum requires of each student at each learning area level.         
Because of this process, teachers have been reviewing how they have previously marked and 
how they are currently marking student achievement in writing.  
 
Staff have continued to engage in writing moderation processes where teachers share their 
knowledge and evidence of students’ writing achievements and more accurately plot them 
against the curriculum standards. We are committed to ensuring that, as a staff team, we are 
accurately assessing student capabilities as writers based on our essential learnings and ‘I can’ 
statements that we have co-constructed, You may notice on your child’s report for this semester 
that they have not shown as much growth as in previous years.  As our teachers become more 
informed and adept at assessing writing tasks we are also able to increase accuracy in evaluating 
performance.    
 
Through Seesaw, students and teachers share information with you related to the learning          
intentions for tasks and evidence of your child’s success and progress.  This practise is valued by 
staff and will continue to be a strategy used for sharing learning as part of our partnership       
between school and home. 
 
 
 



   

 

 A Message from our Principal cont.. 

As has always been the case at Emmaus, you are always welcome to make contact with your child’s 
homeroom teachers and make a time to speak with them about your child’s progress. 
 
We thank you in advance for your understanding and welcome any questions that you may have.  
 
Thanks for a great term! 
God bless you!  
 

Jo-Anne 
 
 
 

Click here for more information about NAIDOC Week 2019  

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

 
A reminder to families that there will be a liturgy this Friday  28th June, 12 noon at St Peter’s 
and St Paul’s Church, Buninyong, where we will celebrate our wonderful term of learning in 
faith, hope and love.  We really hope to see you there. 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/


   

 

 RE News 

Wonder and Awe  
 
Each day I have the pleasure of supporting our students to play safely whilst I undertake morning 
duty out the back of the school grounds. I spent much of my time observing the way in which our 
children choose to play together. 
 
I am constantly astounded by the natural creativity that I see displayed by our students. Whether 
it be a man made waterfall cascading from a table acting as a place of higher ground, a shelter 
made of old cut off braches for children to retreat into or an 
art installation created with the use of our plants surrounded 
by a stone border. These moments fill my heart with joy and 
pride. These moments make me smile.  
 
My time spent with our students before school enables me 
to see that if we make the time, take a deep breath and    
really see what is surrounding us, our eyes can be opened.  
 
I pray for us all, the staff and families of Emmaus, that as we 
embark on our holiday break, we allow ourselves the         
opportunity to see the environment around us in a new 
way.  
 

Georgia  



   

 

 Counsellors Corner 

Dear Families, 
 
You made it! Welcome to the last week of term 2. 
 
This week’s attachment is about mindfulness. What better time of the year to try it out or continue 
on the mindfulness journey. 
Some great apps for you or your children are: 

 Smiling minds 

 Headspace 

 Buddhify 

 Calm 

 Aura 
 
Please see the ‘What is Mindfulness’ attachment here. 
I hope you all have a safe and relaxing break. I look forward to seeing you all next term. 
 
Warm regards, 

Misty Duncan 

mduncan@emtclear.catholic.edu.au 

BRITTANY IS A BEAUTY!  
 
 
 
We say ‘chookas’, a term used in theatre to wish people 
luck, to our very talented Speech Pathologist and friend, 
Brittany who is playing Belle in BLOC’s Beauty and the Beast 
these holidays. Brittany has dedicated herself to all of the 
rehearsals in the lead up to the show. Tickets can be pur-
chased by following this link: 
http://blocmusictheatre.com/productions/2019-batb/ 

 

 

Teachers Teaching Teachers! 

Recently Shae Fogarty and Nicole Jenkins showcased learning at      
Emmaus at an Apple Primary Years event.  Shae and Nicole shared 
with other educators their experience and knowledge of using       
technology in the classroom.  Not surprisingly, they did us proud and 
had the audience madly taking notes and asking questions.    

 Staff Achievements 

file://2048AFS01/Users$/Documents/NEWSLETTERS/2019 NEWSLETTERS/TERM 2/Week 10/what_is_mindfulness_en-us.pdf
mailto:mduncan@emtclear.catholic.edu.au
http://blocmusictheatre.com/productions/2019-batb/


   

 

 Social Justice 

Pyjama Day: Total raised update… 
 

$490.00 

 
This monetary amount will go towards the building of a library in an African school thanks to the 
work of Stacey Gallea (Chloe’s Nimmo’s mum) and her friends at E.P.I.C (Everyday people initiating 
change). 
 
 
 

Have you considered purchasing a copy of the second edition 
of The Little Issue? 
 
All proceeds will be donated to the work of The Soup Bus. 
 

Cambodia Trip 

On behalf of the Emmaus community we would like to acknowledge    
Siobhan & Milla Gosney and Danielle & Morgan McCann who in the    
holidays will embark on their journey to support those less fortunate in 
Cambodia by building houses and wells. We wish you all well and look 
forward to hearing of your endeavours upon your return. Stay safe. 

 
 

A summary of reminders of how you can make a difference... 
 
Below are ways that you might like to contribute if and when you are able… 
 

 Donate pre - loved sporting clothing and equipment to the Play it Forward Appeal. 
 

 Donate a pre - loved blanket (Current count is 32. The goal is 50!). 
 

 Participate in Ailish Ryan’s Sunshine Letters Campaign by writing a letter to someone who 
 may be experience loneliness in our local community and placing it in the yellow mail box. 

 
 Donate to Eureka Mums (Current Wishlist:  Nappy Cream, baby soap wash, breastfeeding 
 creams). 

 
 Donate non perishable food items for The Soup Bus. 

 
 Donate a packet of vegetable seeds to be send to Zimbabwe. 

 
 Remind your children that ‘Let’s Get Just!’ an opportunity to discuss all things social justice 
 occurs weekly on Wednesdays at 11:00am in Nyereeka. 

 
 

ALL OF THE ABOVE CAN BE LEFT IN THE SOCIAL JUSTICE SPACE IN THE MAIN ENTRANCE 
 



   

 

Community Leadership Team 

Emmaus Disco 



   

 

Community Leadership Team 



   

 

Community Leadership Team 



   

 

Community Leadership Team 

Bunnings BBQ  



   

 

Kanamo Excursion 

Kanamo spent the day appreciating God’s creation in the gardens around Lake Wendouree today. 
They participated in a sensory scavenger hunt and took photos and sketches. Thanks to the         
wonderful parent helpers for their assistance! 



   

 

Kanamo Excursion 



   

 

Canteen 

Change to order cut-off for canteen—Flexischools commencing Term 3. 

The Emmaus canteen would love to take the opportunity to incorporate some new and healthier 
menu items.  In order to do so we will be changing the cut off from 8am Friday to 12 noon Thursday. 

This is to ensure we can place orders with suppliers for fresh menu items to be prepared and served 
fresh every Friday... starting with SUSHI! 

 
We understand it may take a few weeks to adjust to the new time and will ensure there are           
reminders sent out in the beginning via CareMonkey. We thank you for your understanding and look 
forward to continuing this wonderful service for our students and staff. 

Friday 28th June—canteen orders will still be available. Student will eat at 11am before they head to 
Mass at 11:30am. 

Stacey Mckenzie on behalf of the Canteen Team. 

 

Accessing your child’s report via PAM 
Sign into PAM. 
Click on your child’s name. 
Click on the drop down arrow next to “Profile Menu”. 
Select “Assessment Reports”. 
Click on Semester 1, 2019. 
Their report will open as a PDF document. 
 
If you have any issues, please contact the office. 
 

Lost Property 
There is a substantial amount of lost property in our lost property cupboard located near the office. 
Could you please take a moment to check your child/ren’s uniform to make sure they have not lost 
any items and that they are bringing home their own jumpers/jackets. 
 

Reminder— Last Day of Term Dismissal 
Please note that school finishes for the end of term 2 on Friday 28th June at the earlier time of 
2.10pm. 

Notices 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjvqeyG84XjAhUEU30KHehDAiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dscc.net.au%2Fevents%2F2016%2F9%2F26%2Fspring-school-holiday&psig=AOvVaw22pbrCf0MKTNgsHO1dq20y&ust=156159559344508


   

 

Coming Events 

 
Important dates for Term 2, 2019 

Please refer to our website calendar for all school event dates 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar 

Click on the Agenda tab at the top right of the calendar for an easy to 
read view of the monthly events. 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar


   

 

Community Notices 


