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30th April 2019 

God of love and liberty, 

we bring our thanks this day 

for the peace and security we enjoy, 

which was won for us through the courage and devotion 

of those who gave their lives 

in time of war. 

We pray that their labour and sacrifice may not be in vain, 

but that their spirit may live on in us and in generations to come. 

That the liberty, truth and justice 

which they sought to preserve 

may be seen and known 

in all the nations upon earth. 

This we pray in the name of the one 

who gave his life for the sake of the world, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter


   

 

 A Message from our Principal  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, Students and Friends, 
 
I was so pleased that I made the trek out to Buninyong for the ANZAC day service last Thursday!  It 
was easy to find the Emmaus group because of the number of students proudly wearing their 
school uniform.  The moments of silence and listening to the words of the RSL members was a 
beautiful and reflective way to mark this day of remembrance and respect.  How fortunate we are 
that we can stand on the sidelines and show our appreciation for those who have served us and to 
pray with them for a world that is peaceful and inclusive.  Thank you to Jo O’Kelly for motivating us 
all to turn up and represent Emmaus at this community event. Thanks also to the students, families 
and staff who reverently participated.  (see more below) 
 
Since the start of the year I have been working with staff on developing professional learning plans 
which reflect their desired growth as educators, both as a member of a team and as individuals.  It 
has been a productive process which has included the opportunity to have a professional            
conversation with each staff member about their professional goals for the year and how they plan 
to achieve growth in their own performance.  Please know that your children are being supported 
in their learning by very driven, determined and passionate teachers and support staff. We are 
very blessed to have such a committed staff who work continuously to improve their practice with 
a strong focus on the part they play in the team.     
 
Thanks for a great week! 
God bless you! 

 

Jo-Anne 
 

 RE News 

Congratulations to Wendy Sanders, our Risk & Compliance Officer, who recently became initiated  
into the Catholic Faith through the Right of Christian Initiation of Adults Program. 
 



   

 

 RE News 

Yesterday morning Mok-Borreeyn led us in a beautiful liturgy, reflecting on Luke’s account of The 
Road to Emmaus (Luke 24: 13-25).  Children, parents and teachers reflected on the relevance and 
meaning of the story, in their own lives. We invite you to also reflect on this story and to think about 
the key experiences of the Disciples in the story: moments of Journey, Apprehension, Resurrection, 
Revelation, Eucharist, Faith, Hope and Love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT DATES FOR PRAYER FOR TERM 2 
Monday mornings 9.15am - Whole school prayer (Wayaperri). 
Mother’s Day Liturgy - Friday 10th May at 9.15am (following breakfast). 
 

MONDAY LITURGIES IN WAYAPERRI AT 9.15AM 
Please note below when your child’s class is preparing our weekly opportunity to gather for liturgy. 
All are warmly welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 



   

 

 Counsellor’s Corner 

Hi again Emmaus Community, 
 
I am touching on the topic of Anxiety this week. It is the second most prevalent disorder in boys 
aged 4-11 and the highest for girls of the same age group. 
 
Below are some indicators of Anxiety that can show up in other ways. There are many ways to 
help your child and there are also some great resources that are available. One is an online     
program called the Brave program that is an online CBT (Cognitive Behaviour Therapy) program 
that you and your child can work through together: http://www.brave-online.com/ 

http://www.brave-online.com/


   

 

 Social Justice 

How our community is striving to be socially just? 

 

 

Social justice: justice in terms of the distribution of 
wealth, opportunities, and privileges within a society. 
 

EASTER EGGS FROM THE EMMAUS COMMUNITY 

In the latter part of Term 1 it was shared via the 
newsletter that a portion of the easter eggs from 
the Easter raffle donations would be gifted to a 
community organisation striving for social justice. In 
the holiday period the O’Kelly family delivered 
these eggs to Eureka Mums. Trinsa at Eureka Mums 
accepted the donations and informed us that they 
would be delivered to families the following day as 
case workers collected essential items from Eureka 
Mums for local families facing challenges. 

 

ONE MOTHER TO ANOTHER CAMPAIGN 

Last year our community chose to donate so many toilet bags full of essential items for mothers  
within the Ballarat community. The ‘One Mother to Another’ initiative is led by the wonderful team 
at Eureka Mums. If you would like to donate, there will be a basket in the Social Justice space.       
Suggestions for how to fill toiletry bags are listed below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 Social Justice 

CARITAS PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES/ EMMAUS COIN TRAIL 

 

Last term we shared some Project Compassion boxes with classrooms 
and families.  It is almost time to collect these and send them back to 
Caritas where the money will be used to provide vital support for our 
friends in other places.  One of our friends from Zimbabwe, Super Dube, 
visited us here at school last term and the information he shared provided 
a deep sense of reflection and a call to respond in us.  However,     
sometimes we get busy in our own lives and we forget or feel unsure 
about how we can really impact change. But we can! At Emmaus,                

together we are and together we can! 

 

 

At Emmaus we see it as our calling to help those in need.  Currently, our boxes are feeling a little 
light! What can we do?  There is always something we can do to help! 
We are going to gather up as many coins as we can.  We will put our coins in a line and see how far 
it will go!  Imagine if we made a line of coins long enough to reach around our whole school?  Could 
it even reach around the paddock and the turning circle? Imagine 
that! 
 

All we have to do is bring some coins to school - you might have 1 
or 2 coins or a handful of change.  It doesn’t matter how much you 
have, just that you want to help. So bring your coins in by Friday 
10th May (our Mother’s Day celebration day) and we will put them 
in a line.  We can’t wait to see how long we can make it and we 
know how grateful we will feel about being able to help our friends 
in Zimbabwe.   
 

Where do I put my coins and when?  Bring your coins in any day 
before Friday 10th May and simply pop them into the Project  
Compassion box in your classroom where they will be kept safe. 
 

What about my Project Compassion box from home?  You can 
bring this into the school office and we will add your donations to 
the total before sending it to Caritas.  You can also drop it off at 
mass, if you wish. 

 

A summary of reminders of how you can make a difference... 
 

Below are ways that you might like to contribute if and when you are able... 

 Donate an unused blanket (Current count is 15. The goal is 50!) 
 

 Participate in Ailish Ryan’s Sunshine Letters Campaign 
 

 Donate to Eureka Mums. Current requests include wipes, boys long pants sizes 4 - 6, 
 double prams, car seats, children’s clothing aged 10 - 16 

 

 Donate non perishable food items for The Soup Bus 
 

 Remind your children that ‘Let’s Get Just!’, an opportunity to discuss all things social       
 justice, occurs weekly in the staffroom on Wednesday at 10:30am. 

 
 

ALL OF THE ABOVE CAN BE LEFT IN THE SOCIAL JUSTICE SPACE IN THE 
MAIN ENTRANCE 



   

 

Sacraments 2019 

It is with great delight that we invite children who have been baptised into the Catholic Church and 
have celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation, to continue their faith journey by preparing for and 
celebrating the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation.  Generally, this will involve many of our 
current year four students who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 2018. Current year three 
students will prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation later this year. 
 

Year 4 families - please prioritise the following dates : 
 
Meeting 1  - Parent Workshop 
Wednesday, 1st May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 2  - Parent/Child workshop  
Wednesday, 8th May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 3  - Parent/Child workshop  
Wednesday, 15th May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Celebrations of the Eucharist and Confirmation: 
Saturday, 1st June - 6:00 pm St Alipius  
Sunday, 2nd June - 9:00 am St Alipius  
Sunday, 2nd June - 10.30 am Buninyong    

 
For Year 3 families Reconciliation - please prioritise the following dates : 

 
Meeting 1 - Parent Workshop 
Wednesday, 18th September 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 2 - Parents/Child Workshop  
Wednesday, 9th October 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Wednesday, 23rd October 6:30  pm at St. Alipius Church 
 
 

 
Important dates for Term 2, 2019 

Please refer to our website calendar for all school event dates 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar 

Click on the Agenda tab at the top right of the calendar for an easy to 
read view of the monthly events. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje4aaysqPgAhXKfisKHeujBx8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsacramentsofthecatholichurch.weebly.com%2Ffive-symbols-for-each-sacrament.html&psig=AOvVaw3PlHZmDtvde0L


   

 

 

 

 
It was wonderful to have so many children and their 
families choose to honour the heroes that sacrificed 
their lives for our peace at the Buninyong service on 
Anzac Day last Thursday. Thank you to two of our 
Nyereeka leaders, Jack Sproull and Laura Bylsma for 
representing our school community by laying a wreath 
below the Australian flag.  
 
We were fortunate as a school to be gifted $400 from 
the R.S.L and the Bendigo Community Bank at the   
conclusion of the service. 

 
 
Following the service, Jack marched with his Pa and other family members to honour his pa’s Great 
Uncle Leo. Jack and his brother Ned’s Great Great Uncle Leo O’Loughlin served in the Second World 
War in Kanchanaburi, Thailand and worked on the Burma Railway.  He was a prisoner of war and 
died at the age of 23 years.  
 

The Sproull family will be attending  a special memorial for Leo at the      
Australian War Memorial later this year. Tamara, Jack & Ned’s mum, applied 
for a ceremony to acknowledge Leo’s service after visiting his grave in    
Thailand. This application was accepted and on October 11th the Sproull 
family and extended family will be attending this commemorative ceremony 
at the Australian War Memorial specifically for Leo in Canberra.  Leo’s story 
will be told beside the reflection pool, the ode recited by Defence Personnel 
and will finish with The Last Post. In Tamara’s words, ‘This is finally how we 
can honour him and his service to our country.’   

 

 
 
 

 
 
Lily Smith’s grandfather fought in the Second World War. He enlisted 
in the Royal Highland Fusiliers and fought in North Africa, France, Italy 
and Germany. He was wounded in Palermo, Italy and recovered. One 
of the things he remembered most was liberating the concentration 
camps in Germany. His name was James Sloane Smith. 
 

 ANZAC Day 2019 



   

 

Bernard Tom Smith (pictured left) was 
born in 1914 and was the great   
grandfather of Tegan Smith in       
Kanamo. 
 

Some facts about Bernard Smith 

VX12326 2/5th Battalion 

1939-1945 star 
Africa star, Defence medal 
War medal 1939-1945 

Australian service medal 1939 -1945 

He died in 1997. 

 ANZAC Day 2019 



   

 

Notices  

 
School Photos – Term 2, Week 2 
Our school photos will be taken this Thursday, 2nd May 2019. Children are to wear their full       
summer uniform, including woollen jumper. Please note sports uniform is NOT to be worn. 
Personalised order forms have been sent home. These are to be completed and brought to 
school on or before photo day. Each student must have their own separate envelope with them 
at the time their photo is being taken. If you have more than one child at school and would like 
to have a family photo, please obtain a family photograph order form from the office. 
 
 

An Emmaus Celebration of Mums, Nannas and Special Women! 

This year our annual Celebration of Mums, Nannas and Special Women will be a breakfast held 
on Friday 10th May from 7.30am to 8.30am. This breakfast brings together the Emmaus         
community to acknowledge and celebrate mothers, nannas and significant women in the lives of 
the children. A special liturgy will follow the breakfast at 9.10am in Wayaperri. 
 
Vornda will be inviting family members into their learning space for a special pamper session 
following liturgy. 

 Uniform 

All students will be required to be in their correct winter uniform by Monday 6th May please. 
 Please make sure that your children are wearing the correct uniform. Sneakers are to be worn 
with sports uniform only.  

 

2020 Enrolments 

Enrolments are currently being finalised for Foundation students next year. If you have a child 
commencing school next year and we have not received an enrolment form from you, please    
contact the office as soon as possible.  

School Fees  – Direct Debits 
 
A reminder that the month of May and Term 2 fees are scheduled to be debited tomorrow   
Wednesday, 1st May 2019. 
 
We ask families that have chosen to pay their school fees by electronic funds transfer, cash or 
cheque continue to make regular payments as per their 2019 Fee Agreements. 
 
For your information, fee statements will be emailed next week showing current balances. 
If you have any queries with regards to your fees, please do not hesitate to call Doris. 

 
Mothers Day Stall 
After feedback from families and discussions with CLT Arms and staff, we will not be holding the 
Mothers Day and Fathers Day stalls this year. 
Children will be making special gifts in their classrooms instead. 



   

 

Notices 

Strategic Planning 2020 – 2024 

During 2019 the Catholic Education Office Ballarat will be planning for our Diocesan Education 
Community 2020 - 2024. 

A Planning team has been convened to lead us through this process. The Team will be led by      
Patricia Hindmarsh (former Director of Catholic Education in Tasmania) and will include: Sr. Helen 

Nolen rsm, Eileen Rice, Fr. Mathew Thomas, Peter Morgan, John Meneely, Janine Hillman (Admin.) 
and Sandra Harvey. 

To ensure that the strategic plan is representative of all communities staff, parents, parish and 
other interested community members are invited to attend the workshops that have been 

planned for your regions.   

 
  

 

Community Notices 

Trivia Night - Mt Clear Church of Christ 
 
Mt Clear Church of Christ are holding a fundraiser to support a volunteer teacher Jess Corden, who is 
working in a small village in Uganda. Saturday 4th May at 7 pm, tickets $10. Call Ros to book a table 
on 0400672915. See our noticeboard for further details. 
 



   

 

Notices 

  

 EARN & LEARN 

This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn  program. 
Through this program we will be able to get new educational resources for our 
school/early learning  centre – and all we need you to do is collect the Earn & 
Learn stickers when you shop at Woolworths. 
  

From Wednesday 1st May to Tuesday 25th June, we are collecting  Woolworths Earn & Learn  
Stickers. You will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10 spent. Place the        
Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and when it’s    
complete, the Sticker Sheet can be dropped into the Collection Box here at school or at your local 
Woolworths. We will have them redeemed for points that will then go towards valuable learning 
equipment for our school. 
  
At the end of the promotion, we’ll be able to get some great new equipment. The range is           
extensive and offers lots of items ideal for our students – including resources for Maths, English, 
Science and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts & Craft, Sport and for our library. If you’d like to 
know more visit woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn 

  

INTERACTIVE BACK CARE PRESENTATION  

AT EMMAUS 

 

Third year physiotherapy students at ACU – Ballarat Campus are required to present an education 
session to primary school aged children about the principles of back and neck care, as part of their 
learning about effective communication.  The "Physiotherapy – Primary School Back Care Package" 
has been delivered in schools throughout Australia over the past 15 years. The content is refined to 
reflect current research and address the needs of year 5 & 6 primary       students, with information 
that they can incorporate into their everyday lives.  Feedback from schools who have participated 
in this program in previous years has been very positive. 

On Thursday May 9th, the university will send a group of 3 - 4 physiotherapy students to run a 1 
hour interactive educational session with our Year 6 co - hort of students. 
 
The content in the interactive session will cover: 

 Basic anatomy of the spine 
 Sitting and standing postures 

 Recommendations regarding posture when using electronic devices 
 Updates on issues concerning school bags (design and usage) 

 Correct lifting techniques 
 General importance of health and exercise 

 
 
Parents are more than welcome to attend this session. We warmly invite all parents within our 
community to join us in Nyereeka if you are able. 



   

 

Sport 

Cross Country 
On Monday 44 students in Years, 4-6 competed in our Catholic Schools Cross Country at St Francis 
Xavier Primary School. Students had to run between 2km and 3km depending on their age group. 
 
It was a fun day where all students tried their hardest and were able to get out and have a run and 
chat with other schools in our district. Well done to all on a very successful day, we had 15 students 
in the top 15 of their respective age groups, with many of these going on to the next level. 

Does your child get 60 minutes of physical activity every day? 
 

This week some students have taken home a brochure from the Australian Governments Department 
of Health. 
Being physically active is good for kid's health, as well as being a great way for them to make friends 
and to develop physical and social skills. This brochure presents Australia’s Physical Activity and    
Sedentary Behaviour Guidelines for all children aged 5-12 years who have started school, irrespective 
of cultural background, gender or ability. It also provides information and guidance about physical     
activity, play, sedentary behaviour (sitting) and ‘screen time’ for children. 
Moving more and sitting less can be beneficial in many different ways. 
 
Move more... with at least 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous intensity activities a day in different 
ways. Including; fast walking, riding a bike or scooter, active play, running, chasing and playing tag, 
and many organised sports. The more physical activity that children do - up to 3 hours - the more they 
will benefit. 
 
Sit less… the key is to find a healthy balance and limit time spent in front of a screen for                     
entertainment. While screen time activities may be popular, they usually involve sitting or lying down 
for long periods. It’s important to remember that there are many opportunities to sit in our daily lives, 
the key is to find opportunities to move. 
 
More information about healthy lining, including references to other Australian guidelines concerning 
healthy weight and healthy eating, can be found at www.health.gov.au. 

http://www.health.gov.au/


   

 

Western Bulldogs Colouring Competition:  
Major Prize on offer; Due 7th May 

 
The Western Bulldogs are excitedly looking ahead to Round 8 of the 

AFL season which sees the Western Bulldogs first match at Mars 
Stadium, Ballarat for 2019. 

 
On Saturday 11th May the Bulldogs take on the Brisbane Lions who are another young side and       

travelling well over the first few rounds of the season so far. It is shaping up to be a fantastic match 
and as always we are hoping those in Ballarat, Bulldogs supporters or not, can get behind the Doggies 

and support them both in the lead up and at the match at Mars Stadium. 
 

To help promote the match on the 11th May the Western Bulldogs are having a Colouring Competition 
which we are delighted to promote through Ballarat & district primary schools. 

 
Colouring Activity Sheets are of ‘The Pack’ characters “Woofer”, “Barkly”, “Butch” and “Roxie”. If you 

would like to enter this competition collect a colouring sheet from the front office 
 

Competition sheets are due on Tuesday 7th May with the activity sheets to either be handed into the 
Bulldogs Ballarat office at 2/214 Mair Street or to the front office for Skye. 

 
Major Prize for the best piece is; 4 x reserved tickets to Round 8 game Western Bulldogs v Brisbane 

Lions at Mars Stadium on Saturday 11th May 2019. 
  

If you have any further questions please see Skye Ambrosy or email sam-
brosy@emtclear.catholic.edu.au 

Community Notices 

Student Achievement in the Community 

We have a budding surfer in our school             
community. Teagan Evans, in Year 5, spent time in 
the holidays developing her craft with professional 
surfers       including Stephanie Gilmore (pictured) 
at Bells Beach. 
 
Earlier in the year Teagan had competed in the    
National Junior Surfing Competition. She came 8th 
in her age group. 
 
Congratulations from all in the Emmaus            
community Teagan for the way you  demonstrate 
incredible grit and determination as a surfer. We 
look forward to following your journey. 

mailto:sambrosy@emtclear.catholic.edu.au
mailto:sambrosy@emtclear.catholic.edu.au


   

 

Community Leadership Team 



   

 

LUNCH ORDERS FOR 2019 BEGIN THIS FRIDAY 

For details of how to place your lunch orders using the on-line system Flexischool head to: 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/lunch-orders  (Orders close at 8am on Friday morning) 

Canteen 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/lunch-orders


   

 


