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The Lord is my  

Shepherd 

Lord, we are Your people, 
the sheep of Your flock. 

Heal the sheep who are wounded, 
touch the sheep who are in pain, 
clean the sheep who are soiled, 
warm the lambs who are cold. 

Help us to know God’s love 
through Jesus the Shepherd 
and through the Holy Spirit. 
Help us to lift up that love, 

and show it all over this land. 
Help us to build love on justice 

and justice on love. 
Help us to believe mightily, 
hope joyfully, love divinely. 

Renew us that we may renew 
the face of the earth. 

Amen. 
Source 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/newsletter
http://www.scborromeo.org/prayers/shepherd.pdf


   

 

 A Message from our Principal  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, Students and Friends, 
 
Reflection 
Sunday’s Gospel reading at mass was about Jesus being a good shepherd and ensuring that    
every single sheep was gathered into the fold and not lost or forgotten.  In Jesus we find a   
shepherd who wants us to be led (to learn from him) and also to follow (go out and share what 
we have learnt). At the recent meeting for parents and carers of children preparing for the     
Sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion, we shared an article by Thomas Groome - 
‘Catholics should be more catholic’.  In this article Groome comments that in order to be people 
of faith we must grow to welcome and embrace all humanity - just like Jesus - just like the good 
shepherd. Read the article here. 

 
Happy Mothers’ Day!   
I hope all mums, nannas and special women felt the love of their families and friends over the 
weekend.  The warmth in Wayaperri on Friday morning was not only shelter from the rain   
bucketing down outside but also a token of the special role you play in the lives of your children 
and in the life of our school community.  Thank you for coming along and joining in our            
celebrations! 
 
Thank you to Shell Corcoran, Danielle Foley, Sam Gent and their band of happy helpers for your 
contribution to our Celebration last Friday.  Thank you also to staff for your creativity, 
thoughtfulness and support of this year’s gifts. 
 
Welcome! 
We currently have several young people working in our learning areas who are on their          
continued education journey.  Secondary school work experience programs and tertiary teaching 
practicums provide opportunities for immersing yourself into the real world.  We are very        
fortunate to be part of these experiences and play a part in shaping the future workforce.     
Welcome - we hope you find your time with us one of growth and enjoyment. 
 
School Improvement 
Schools in the Diocese of Ballarat participate in a whole school review every five years as part of 
the School Improvement process.  Later this year our community will have the opportunity to 
share the current reality and future directions for the school with a panel of external reviewers. 
 Staff are currently contributing to the self-reflection report which will form the basis for this 
process. Data relating to teaching and learning, Catholic identity and organisational health are all 
considered.  We will continue to work through the compilation of the report at staff meetings. 
The pupil free day on Friday 7th June will allow each team to collate their information in       
readiness for the review. 
 
Thanks for a great week! 
God bless you! 
 

Jo-Anne 

https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Catholics+should+be+more+Catholic%3A+in+pursuit+of+true+%22catholicity%2C%22...-a099515733


   

 

 RE News 

GOD’S MYSTERIOUS WAYS 
 

The Wonder and Awe of the Earth on which we live, love and play here at Emmaus - how wonderful it is 
through the eyes of our precious children!  To attune to a world where rich experience is discovered in and 
on the ground is to be fully immersed in the grace and mystery of God’s creation.   
During a yard duty stint last week, I felt the presence of God when I could see what you can see in these    
photos: children running their fingers through wet sand and muddy puddles as the icy cold wind stung their 
rosy red cheeks and ears, children switching into character as they sculpted mud pies and pretended to be a 
family at dinner time and a wet saddle placed strategically on a wooden spool to create the perfect size horse 
to ride.   
A puddle - such a mysteriously precious sign that we will have what we need, that the rain will come and 
nourish us and children will laugh and play - which will nourish our souls.  For this, we thank our loving and 
generous God. 

Let us give thanks for the world around us. 
Thanks for all the creatures, stones and 
plants, 
Let us learn their lessons and seek their 
truths, 
So that their path might be ours, 
And we might live in harmony, a better life. 
May the Earth continue to live, 
May the heavens above continue to live, 
May the rains continue to dampen the 
land, 
May the wet forests continue to grow, 
Then the flowers shall bloom 
And we people shall live again. 



   

 

 Social Justice 

How our community is striving to be socially just? 
 

Social justice: justice in terms of the distribution of wealth, opportunities, and privileges within a  
society. 
 

 

Edition 2 of The Little Issue is soon to hit the printers. For those new to our 
school community, in 2018 Matilda Goodbourn created a magazine called 
The Little Issue, a good fit magazine for young readers about social justice 
related topics. At the time Matilda was in Kanamo in Year 2. All 50 print 
copies were sold and digital copies of edition 1 are still available for    
download. All proceeds from the first edition were donated to the work of 
The Soup Bus. 
 
Stay tuned for sales in the near future. The magazine will be available from 
the front office. Additionally Matilda will be selling copies prior to and at 
the conclusion of whole school liturgies on a Monday morning. 

 

CARITAS DONATIONS 
Thank you for your donations!  Because we had extreme weather conditions on Friday we were   
unable to have our coin trail activity but we did collect all donations. 
Together we raised just over $500 for Caritas. This money will be used to build critical elements   
required to ensure food and water security in Zimbabwe.  Thank you Emmaus community for       
always doing what you can to help others. 
 

 

A summary of reminders of how you can make a difference... 
 

Below are ways that you might like to contribute if and when you are able… 
 Donate pre - loved sporting clothing and equipment to the Play it Forward Appeal. 

 
 Donate a pre - loved blanket (Current count is 25. The goal is 50!) 

 
 Participate in Ailish Ryan’s Sunshine Letters Campaign by writing a letter to someone who 
 may be experiencing loneliness in our local community and placing it in the yellow mail box. 

 
 Donate to Eureka Mums. Current requests include wipes, boys long pants sizes 4 - 6, 
 double prams, car seats, children’s clothing aged 10 - 16 

 
 Donate non perishable food items for The Soup Bus 

 
 Remind your children that ‘Let’s Get Just!’ an opportunity to discuss all things social justice 
 occurs weekly in the staffroom on Wednesday at 10:30am. 

 
 

ALL OF THE ABOVE CAN BE LEFT IN THE SOCIAL JUSTICE SPACE IN THE MAIN ENTRANCE 



   

 

 Student Achievements 

Congratulations to these budding writers who in 2018 entered a writing competition called Write 4 
Fun. Their pieces were selected to be published in this enormous 658 page book pictured. To   
Bessie Chadwick, Keira O’Beirne, Ryleigh Gardiner, Lucy Jones, Matilda Goodbourn, Phoebe       
Sheridan, Alexis Timms and Harrison Kaye, congratulations on your achievement from all within the 
Emmaus community. 
 
You can find out more about this writing opportunity at www.write4fun.net. 

 

 Condolences 

Prayers please 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are extended to Fr Peter Sherman and his family following the death of 
their beloved mum, Margaret, on Mothers’ Day.  Mrs Sherman’s funeral will be held in Colac on    
Friday. May she rest in peace and her family be comforted and strengthened by the care and prayers 
of those who wrap their arms around them. 

http://www.write4fun.net/


   

 

Sacraments 2019 

It is with great delight that we invite children who have been baptised into the Catholic Church and 
have celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation, to continue their faith journey by preparing for and 
celebrating the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation.  Generally, this will involve many of our 
current year four students who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 2018. Current year three 
students will prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation later this year. 
 

Year 4 families - please prioritise the following dates : 
 
Meeting 3  - Parent/Child workshop  
Wednesday, 15th May 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Celebrations of the Eucharist and Confirmation: 
Saturday, 1st June - 6:00 pm St Alipius  
Sunday, 2nd June - 9:00 am St Alipius  
Sunday, 2nd June - 10.30 am Buninyong    

 
For Year 3 families Reconciliation - please prioritise the following 

dates : 
 
Meeting 1 - Parent Workshop 
Wednesday, 18th September 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Meeting 2 - Parents/Child Workshop  
Wednesday, 9th October 6:30 pm at Emmaus Primary 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Wednesday, 23rd October 6:30  pm at St. Alipius Church 
 
 

 
Important dates for Term 2, 2019 

Please refer to our website calendar for all school event dates 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar 

Click on the Agenda tab at the top right of the calendar for an easy to 
read view of the monthly events. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwje4aaysqPgAhXKfisKHeujBx8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsacramentsofthecatholichurch.weebly.com%2Ffive-symbols-for-each-sacrament.html&psig=AOvVaw3PlHZmDtvde0L


   

 

Notices 
 

Important Dates at Emmaus… 

 

All important dates are first advertised in the  
newsletter or via a Caremonkey eForm. 
 
Important school dates are then uploaded to our 
website calendar for your reference. Please note, 
dates continue to be added as they are announced. 
When you click on the calendar graphic, it will take you straight to the community google        
calendar. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can view the calendar by WEEK, MONTH and if you click AGENDA you will see the    
format below. This provides dates in chronological order. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parent Access Module (PAM) 

Further to the CareMonkey eForm sent out at the end of last term advising the introduction of 
PAM, families will be sent an email this afternoon with login details.   
Each family will receive an email to the email address registered as the Primary account in 
CareMonkey. You may choose to change your email address once you have logged in. 
As previously communicated, all separated families will have individual logins. 
Your login will give you access to all your family members who are current students at Emmaus. 
A PAM shortcut will be created on the homepage of our website to simplify your access. 
If you have any queries, please contact the office.  



   

 

Notices 

Federal Election Update - What the parties are saying on Catholic Education 
 
The Federal election is fast approaching and the responsibility of making an informed and        
important decision of how to cast your vote sometimes weighs heavily on us.  This week I have 
provided some information from the CECV (Catholic Education Commission of Victoria) and the 
Catholic Bishops of Australia - ‘Politics in Service of Peace’.   
 
Message from Jim Miles, Acting Executive Director - CECV 
As you will be aware, the major political parties have made a number of announcements with 
regard to education in the lead-up to the election. 
 
At a national level, Catholic education has been communicating directly with major political     
parties on their education policy positions, particularly in relation to fair and certain funding. The 
National Catholic Education Commission asked for responses to the following questions from the 
three major parties: 
 

1. As the Commonwealth is the predominant funder of non-government schools, how will 
 your party ensure Catholic schools remain affordable for most Australian families? 

 
2. What support will your party provide to help Catholic and other non-government schools 
 upgrade learning facilities and keep pace with enrolment growth, given the rising costs of 
 land, construction and classroom technology? 

 
3. What is your party's position on the right of religious schools to retain faith-based          
 exemptions from anti-discrimination legislation in relation to staffing, enrolment and     
 policy matters? 

 
4. Catholic schools are providing an increasing number of pre-school services for families 
 that choose Catholic education. What will your party do to support this important stage of 
 early childhood education? 

 
The Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd has prepared this handy guide to the parties’ 
responses for you to share with your school communities. I would urge you to make sure that 
parents and staff are aware of the education policy positions taken by the major parties at this 
election. 

Full copies of the parties’ responses can be found at http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/2019-
Election. 

 Catholic Bishops of Australia 
 
Christian faith is not a private matter. It shapes how we live our lives in public, as well as how we 
relate to God. Politics can be the object of criticism, even scorn, but it is an arena in which we can 
express our faith and therefore the truth of our humanity. As citizens who are Catholic, we have 
the opportunity to participate in the electoral process, to use our voice and our vote for the   
benefit of the whole community. As bishops, we offer this statement as a way of sharing key 
points of Catholic teaching that you may want to reflect upon as we prepare for the federal   
election.  Read more via the link Politics in Service of Peace 

http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/getmedia/a23df81b-d434-4eda-a97f-643828f9004c/Federal-Election-Party-Responses.aspx
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/2019-Election
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/2019-Election
https://www.catholic.org.au/acbc-media/media-centre/media-releases-new/2186-election-statement-politics-in-service-of-peace/file


   

 

Pupil Free Days 

Please note that the following days are approved by our Governing Authority as days for staff to  
engage in professional learning.   
 

 Friday 7th June - staff will work on writing the self reflection report with consideration of 
school data for our School Review in term 3. 

 
 Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd August - staff will attend the Central Zone Education Conference 
titled ‘Fullness of Life for All’. 

 

Signing students in and out of school 
As of Wednesday 15th May all the signing in and out of students will be done via the Parent Kiosk 
on the iPad which will be located on the front desk at the office. Instructions on how to use the   
Parent Kiosk will be with the iPad . 
 

Late Arrivals 
All students arriving after 9.00 am are required to be signed in the Parent Kiosk at the office by a 

parent before heading to their classrooms. 
 

Arriving at School 
Since our return to school after the holidays there have been several children arriving at school    

before supervision begins at 8:30am.  This creates a challenge for staff who use this time to prepare 

their day of learning.  It also causes concern regarding the arrangements made at home and the 

care we are able to provide to families.  In order to ensure that we are able to care for students in 

an appropriate way, those who arrive prior to 8.30am will be asked to stay in their learning area  

and not play outside until supervision begins.  We are also interested in the reasons why students 

are getting to school before the advertised supervision times.  If you would like to share your      

challenges in this area we would appreciate hearing from you.  

Nyereeka  Mass 
Nyereeka students will be attending parish mass at St Alipius, Ballarat East this Friday May 17th at 
9:30 am. For those able, please join us. 
 

Uniform 

All students are now required to be in their correct winter uniform please.  Please make sure that 
your children are wearing the correct uniform. Sneakers and polo fleece jumpers are to be worn 
with sports uniform only.  

Notices 

EARN & LEARN 

Earn & Learn is up and running. 
Remember if you are shopping at Woolworths collect your stickers and bring them 

into Emmaus. There is also a sticker collection box at Sebastabol Woolworths. 
Stickers collected will go towards the purchasing of new materials for our school. 

 



   

 

Sports 

Enjoy a family-friendly day for all ages out at discounted prices! 
Kicking off on the 20th of May at Melbourne Arena, the Australian Gymnastics Championships is a 

spectacular event and a chance to see some of the best in the country. 
 

As a member of the Sporting Schools program, staff, students and families are eligible to a 25%      
discount off the retail ticket price. If you would like to purchase a ticket please email Skye Ambrosy at 

sambrosy@emtclear.catholic.edu.au and she will forward you the discount code.  

Below is an outline of ticket pricing for these events. 

For more information and to purchase tickets, visit  ausgymnasticschamps.com.au. 

mailto:sambrosy@emtclear.catholic.edu.au
https://gymnastics.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47447cf2ada7472c95ccc7986&id=3135f9afb5&e=23f26b8bd0


   

 

Sustainability 

National Walk Safely to School Day 
 

Friday the 17th of May is National Walk Safely to School Day. 
 

Walk Safely to School Day asks that we all consider our transport habits and try to incorporate more 
walking as part of a healthy, active way to get around. And although walking all the way to school isn’t 

realistic for many of us, it’s quite easy to figure out how you can build a walk into your family’s daily  
routine. 

 
The objectives of Walk Safely To School Day are: 
 

 To encourage parents and carers to walk to school with primary school age children and          
 reinforce safe pedestrian behaviour. 

 
 To promote the health benefits of walking and help create regular walking habits at an early age. 

 
 To ensure that children up to 10 years old hold an adult's hand when crossing the road. 

 
 To help children develop the vital road-crossing skills they will need as they become mature     
 pedestrians. 

 
 To reduce the car dependency habits that are being created at an early age and which will be 
 difficult to change as children become adults. 

 
 To promote the use of Public Transport. 

 
 To reduce the level of air pollution created by motor vehicles. 

 
 To reduce the level of traffic congestion. 

 
In order to support this fantastic day and promote walking for students, a number of Emmaus staff will 
be walking from different vantage points to the school. Below you will see times and points as to where 

a staff member will be to meet your child and begin their walk. 
 

We would love to see lots of children participating. Please note that this event will be weather            
dependent. 

 
See below, starting points and times, as well as maps indicating pick up locations for points 1 and 3 are 

indicated in red. 
 

8:10 Park on the corner of Hocking & Hermitage Ave (1) 
 

8:10 Krooze in Cafe (2) 
 

8:20 Reid Park Rd Bus stop (Geelong Rd) (3) 
 

8:30 Midvale car wash (4) 
 


