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REFUGEES 
By Brian Bilston 

 

They have no need of our help 

So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 

Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 

Chancers and scroungers 

Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 

Cut-throats and thieves 

They are not 

Welcome here 

We should make them 

Go back to where they came from 

They cannot 

Share our food 

Share our homes 

Share our countries 

Instead let us 

Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 

These are people just like us 

A place should only belong to those who are born there 

Do not be so stupid to think that 

The world can be looked at another way… 
(now read from bottom to top) 



   

 

 A Message from our Principal  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, Students and Friends, 
 
There are only two weeks left of term 2 and the calendar is full!  There is always so much           
happening around the Emmaus community and everyone seems to go at one speed - flat out!  As 
the term draws to a close, our energy levels drop and the cold (freezing!) weather closes in on us; 
please remember to pay particular attention to how we look after the relationships we have so 
carefully built.  The holidays will be a great opportunity to rest and rejuvenate our hearts, minds 
and bodies! 
 

Refugee Week 

I was away last weekend and found this piece on the bulletin at the church I was visiting.  This 
week is Refugee Week and an opportunity for us to consider how we advocate and consider those 
who leave their homes for a variety of reasons and seek safety on the shores of other countries, 
including Australia.  Please consider the events of the week advertised later in the newsletter. 

 
“From the beginning, Jesus experienced the terrors of the refugee when his family fled       
tyranny and sought refugee in Egypt.  In his ministry he led the life of a wanderer and relied 
on the hospitality of others: ‘The Son of man has nowhere to lay his head’ (Matthew 8:20). 
 He urged his disciples to do the same: ‘Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag 
for your journey’ (Matthew 10: 9 - 10). He embraced the outsider and the exile as a person 
like himself, and he commands us to do as he did. 
When Australians support policies of cruelty and rejection, we close our ears to Christ’s call 
and turn him away from our doors.  We know that we are better than this. As Christians, we 
know that it is within us to hear the call of Jesus. As Australians we have shown ourselves 
willing to take the path of generosity and leadership.  We can do so again. The words and 
actions of Jesus demand a response. We do not open our hearts and our homes to vulnerable 
people simply because they are ‘deserving’ of charity or compassion. We take them in,      
provide shelter and bandage their wounds because they are equal to us in dignity.  They are 
no longer ‘aliens’ but our brothers and sisters. (Leviticus 19:33)” 

 

Community Leadership Team Meeting 

A big thanks to those who came out in the dark and the cold to attend our CLT meeting last     
Tuesday.  The Kanamo teachers shared information about the learning environment and            
opportunities they provide for their students.  This was a great session and prompted discussion 
on the Play and Project area, learning targets and teaching team goals. Please see the link further 
in the newsletter to the minutes and other information.  At our next meeting Stephen Russell, CEO 
Ballarat, will present student learning data which he has prepared as part of our school review 
process. 
 

Technology 

As communicated late last year, our students will be provided with learning as part of the Digital 
Technology curriculum with Lisa Hungerford during Semester 2.  This subject will be part of our 
specialist programs with students participating as part of the fortnight rotations. We are excited 
to welcome Lisa back to Emmaus following her maternity leave. 
Physical Education is not being covered by the specialist rotation next semester.  Teams will     
continue to provide PE for their students during the week. 



   

 

A Message from our Principal cont.. 

Student Reports 
Teachers are currently preparing reports for each student which will be available to parents via 
PAM (Parent Access Module) from Wednesday 26th June.  Reports will include a dot to indicate 
the level to which the student has demonstrated their learning over the past semester. For some 
students this dot will be ‘at standard’ meaning they are working within the expected range for this 
time of the year - this range also includes those who are ‘slightly below’ and those who are      
working ‘slightly above’.  The report will also include information regarding the students     
achievements and learning that they are working on in order to achieve the standard. 
We are in constant discussions on how we can continue to improve our report format and          
information provided to parents in order to provide a professional account of growth and           
development.  Our intention is to get to a report which is informative, a clear reflection of      
learning, easy to understand and consistent. 
 

Emmaus Staff 

Michelle Jessup is on leave for the last two weeks of this term.  Our Vornda students are happily 
working away with Ais Pigdon each day until the end of the term.  Thanks Ais for your presence 
with these children. Amy Carmody is working full time for the next two weeks. 
There was great excitement recently when Leah Ryan shared the news that their family will be 
welcoming a new member later in the year!  Congratulations Leah and Sam, Hudson and Charlie. 
Geoff Martin is also currently on leave.   
A big thanks to Lisa Reeve who has been a great support over the past few weeks covering for staff 
who have been away. 
 

School Events 

There has been a lot of work dedicated to the two school events taking place this weekend.  The 
Fundraising Arm of the CLT (Community Leadership Team) are ready to launch the Emmaus Disco 
(Friday night) and Bunnings BBQ (Sunday) and have had a great response from the parent        
community in their requests for volunteers.   
Please note that CareMonkeys will be sent out later today with further information. 
I am looking forward to catching up with students and parents at both events.  See you there! 
 

Reminder—Last day of term 2—early finish time of 2.10pm! 
 

Thanks for a great week! 
God bless you! 

Jo-Anne 

Condolences 

Prayers please 
Our sympathy is extended to the Collins family this week following the death of Dave’s father, 
Addi’s grandfather - Kevin Collins.  Please know that our thoughts and prayers are being sent your 
way at a sad time for your family. 
 



   

 

 RE News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stationery Donations for Sao Paula 
Isabella Duncan, Will Morse and Hannah Matheson from Mok Borreeyn spent time learning about 
our friendship school in Timor Leste.  They observed information about the conditions at the primary 
school and identified the importance of us giving what we have so that others may live life more    
fully.  These students rehearsed and prepared a small speech to make to the Damascus students who 
came to Emmaus to collect our donations.  They asked questions about the students’ planned      
journey to Timor and wished them a safe journey.   
 
The Damascus Timor students are leaving on Thursday for Ainaro in the mountains of Timor Leste. 
They work with Santa Maria Secondary school but also visit with the primary school in the Parish, our 
friendship school.   
We thank the families and children, the learning communities at Emmaus and the Damascus students 
for working together to enable these important acts of kindness to occur.  This is a real life example 
of how we can live Catholic Social Teaching, especially participation and preferential option for the 
poor. 
 
Here is what our beautiful students had to say: 
 
Bella: We would like you to take these special things to our friendship school, Sao Paulo. 
 
Will: We hope these things will help you to learn more and have fun with your learning.   
 
Hannah: We love coming to school each day and learning with other people.   
 
 We hope that you can have fun at school too. 



   

 

 Counsellors Corner 

Welcome to Week 9, 
 
I know I have added this hand out before, however, I feel it is just a great way to start                 
conversations with our beautiful children. Now we are fast approaching end of term, people are 
often feeling tired and some of these fabulous conversations may be helpful. 
 
Enjoy reflecting with your children 
 
Regards, 
 
Misty Duncan 



   

 

 Social Justice 

Pyjama Day was a huge success. $451.70 was raised to support Stacey Galea (Chloe Nimmo’s mum 
in Vornda) and her team as they raise money to build a library in Africa. In addition to this             
important fundraising work, all children happily chose a new book to take home.  
Thank you to Laura Kelynack and Gretta Ashley for their leadership of this community initiative. 



   

 

 Social Justice 



   

 

Community Leadership Team 

CLT PROFILE 
WELFARE AND WELLBEING - REBECCA WRIGHT 

 
 
 
Hi, I’m Rebecca Wright, Mum to Lily & Mila. Having recently 
moved back to Ballarat to be closer to our family, I saw joining the 
CLT as a great way to reconnect to the community and to meet 
new people. Welfare & Wellbeing is the arm that I am involved in 
and find this a rewarding role. Our arm coordinates the Emmaus 
Meals Roster, which helps families within our community and we 
also    organise the end of year staff luncheon. A big thankyou to all 
the families who receive my texts and provide meals, your help 
and support is very much appreciated. 
 

 

 

CLT Meeting Minutes 11th June 2019 

Please find the minutes and attachments for the last meeting here 

Breakfast Buddies—Making friends with Breakfast 

Join Beck of Omaha Nutrition at Stockland Wendouree these school holidays!  Have loads of fun 

as your kids create their very own chia pods! For parents looking to find a wheat free, egg free, 

dairy free, nut free, real food, full of vitamins and minerals easy to make breakfast that will    

nourish your kids all day long, then you do not want to miss this!   

Not only will the kids walk away as experts of creating their own breakfast, but you will have the 

opportunity to learn so much more throughout this entire interactive workshop!  

 

This is a FREE event but registrations are a must. It is expected to book out, so it is recommended 

to book ASAP. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/breakfast-buddies-making-friends-with-breakfast-tickets-

62308355970 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57bf8a02b8a79bb2afdc2781/t/5d087a8c650288000184ddfb/1560836749722/11062019+CLT+Emmaus+minutes.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/breakfast-buddies-making-friends-with-breakfast-tickets-62308355970
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/breakfast-buddies-making-friends-with-breakfast-tickets-62308355970


   

 

Notices 

 

  

Please find below links to the latest Catholic School Parents    
Victoria Advocacy Campaign Update along with an invitation for 
parents to attend a STEAM Catholic Secondary Schools Show-
case Day on 11th August this year. Please feel free to distribute 
this correspondence via your school newsletter to parents in 
your school community. 
  
2019 CSPV Advocacy Campaign Update JUNE.pdf 

Innovating for the Future Showcase Parents and Families.pdf 

  
 
Regards, 
Rachel Saliba 
Executive Officer - Catholic School Parents Victoria 
PO Box 3, East Melbourne Victoria 8002 
Ph: 03 9267 0458 
Mob: 0419 371 876 

Kanamo Lake Excursion! 
 

Kanamo are very excited to be going on our excursion to Lake Wendouree on Tuesday 25th June. 
This experience will allow us to celebrate the end of a busy term and to continue our exploration of 

our Religious Education unit on caring for God’s creation through the use of our senses. 
 

For this excursion to be successful, we do require a few more parent helpers to work with small 
groups of 6-7 students in exploring the sensory garden, conservatory, botanical gardens and  

fairyland. 
If you are able to help us with this day could you please respond to the Caremonkey which has been 

sent out today. 
 

We ask parent helpers to make their own way to the lake and meet us at 9:45 am at the Adventure 
Playground (This was previously 10am) for a safety briefing. 

 
The day will run 9:45 am to 2:15 pm for parents. 

Your help would be greatly appreciated. 
Looking forward to a great day together exploring our world with you! 

 
The Kanamo Team 

http://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/_r/Jm8l/5d02cc15c2933
http://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/_r/Kn8z/5d02cc15c2933


   

 

Canteen 

Change to order cut-off for canteen—Flexischools commencing Term 3. 

The Emmaus canteen would love to take the opportunity to incorporate some new and healthier 
menu items.  In order to do so we will be changing the cut off from 8am Friday to 12 noon Thursday. 

This is to ensure we can place orders with suppliers for fresh menu items to be prepared and served 
fresh every Friday... starting with SUSHI! 

 
We understand it may take a few weeks to adjust to the new time and will ensure there are           
reminders sent out in the beginning via CareMonkey. We thank you for your understanding and look 
forward to continuing this wonderful service for our students and staff. 

Stacey Mckenzie on behalf of the Canteen Team. 

School Photos 

School photos went out to families last week. If you have an queries regarding your photos, could 
you please contact MSP Photography directly on 53335577. 

School Disco and Bunnings BBQ 

A CareMonkey will go out today for both our Emmaus Disco this Friday night, 21st June 2019  and 
the Bunnings BBQ this coming Sunday, 23rd June 2019 . The CareMonkey will have the rosters 
attached for both fundraisers and an important notice for parents in regards to the Emmaus Media 
and Marketing Policy. 

Tickets for the disco can be purchased via Flexischools. 

 

Parent Access Module (PAM) 
As advised we have now introduced PAM and there are still over 100 families  yet to logon. 

Please logon to PAM to ensure your access is working and to familiarise yourself with it.   

All Semester One reports will be available via PAM.  If you have any difficulties viewing your child’s 

report, please do not hesitate to contact the office.  

For easy use of PAM on your mobile device, you can create a shortcut to the PAM website on your 

device home screen.  If you need help with doing this, please contact the office. 

Notices 

Reminder— Last Day of Term Dismissal 
 
Please note that school finishes for the end of term 2 on Friday 28th June at the earlier time of 
2.10pm. 

EARN & LEARN 

Earn & Learn is up and running. 
Remember if you are shopping at Woolworths collect your stickers and bring them 
into Emmaus. There is also a sticker collection box at  Sebastabol Woolworths. 
Stickers collected will go towards the purchasing of new materials for our school. 
 



   

 

Notices 

 

 

JULY SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
Monday 1st of July to Friday the 12th of July 2019 
(excluding weekends) 
Eastwood Leisure Centre, Ballarat 
8am to 5pm each day 
Pre-School to Grade 6, boys & girls 
$45 (+ GST) per day ($35 + GST per day for 5+ days) 
Enrol online www.kellysports.com.au 
Any queries call or text Paul on 0423 335 616 

 

Nyereeka Excursion (Year 5) 
On Wednesday July 24th, Year 5 students will walk to 
Damascus to attend the matinee of the ‘Around the 
world in 80 days’ production. The performance will 
begin at 10am and conclude at 12:30pm. 
Students will be provided with morning tea at this 
event. 

 

Refugee Week 
Below are events happening this week, please click  
on the link for further information. 
Refugee Week timetable 
 
Wednesday 19th June 2019 
House of Welcome Luncheon 
Launch of Major Fundraiser 
 
Thursday 20th June 2019 
Ecumenical Service With Interfaith Prayers and Music 
 
Friday 21st June 2019 
Welcome Film Festival 
 
Saturday 22nd June 2019 

http://www.kellysports.com.au/
file://2048AFS01/Users$/Documents/NEWSLETTERS/2019 NEWSLETTERS/TERM 2/Week 9/Refugee Week Timetable.jpg
file://2048AFS01/Users$/Documents/NEWSLETTERS/2019 NEWSLETTERS/TERM 2/Week 9/Refugee Week - Soup and sandwich luncheon.pdf
file://2048AFS01/Users$/Documents/NEWSLETTERS/2019 NEWSLETTERS/TERM 2/Week 9/Refugee Week - Ballarat Welcome Film Festival 2019.pdf


   

 

Coming Events 

Advertising by Student Committee members  



   

 

Coming Events 



   

 

Coming Events 

 
Important dates for Term 2, 2019 

Please refer to our website calendar for all school event dates 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar 

Click on the Agenda tab at the top right of the calendar for an easy to 
read view of the monthly events. 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar


   

 

Community Notices 
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