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 A Message from our Principal  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, Students and Friends, 
 
Our hearts are full!  Following last week’s Central Zone Conference I feel a greater connection 
with our colleagues across Catholic Education in the schools of Ballarat and surrounds.  There has 
been such a buzz amongst staff regarding the learning that we were able to engage in over the 
two days.   
Fr Richard Leonard was our keynote speaker and prompted our thinking around the conference 
theme of ‘Fullness of life for all’.  His ability to make connections to our world and the work that 
we pursue provided for rich conversations. Staff engaged in workshops across themes such as 
‘Images of God’, wellbeing, the reality of our church today, trauma and refugees in our             
community.   
Our Emmaus team were also very proud of Jo O’Kelly, Ailish Ryan and Matilda Goodbourn who 
presented a workshop to educators on how to make a just difference in our world!  Jo was able to 
provide a snapshot of how students, staff and families of Emmaus contribute to causes in an     
active and compassionate way. Participants from the conference reported being inspired by the 
presentation and how they were challenged to think about their part in ‘fullness of life for all’.   
Once again we are grateful to our governors and school community for supporting the ongoing 
learning of teachers, support staff and the admin team.  This value for the learning of all ensures 
that we can continue to reflect on our practice and develop our capacity to influence student 
learning. Thanks! 
Our staff were so blessed to have Sr Mary Nuttall with us for the two days of our conference.  Sr 
Mary always manages to bring such a sense of calm and enjoyment and is an inspiring presence. 
 
Welcome! 
Fr Justin Driscoll was announced as the new administrator of the Parish of Ballarat East with the 
assistance of Fr Jorge de Chavez.  We look forward to working with Fr Justin and Fr Jorge and    
welcoming them to the Emmaus community. Please see the letter from Bishop Paul HERE. 
 
Thanks for a great week! 
God bless you!  
 
 

Jo-Anne 

 Condolences 

This week we ask you to keep the Redgewell and Riach families in your prayers and thoughts as   
Allyson and Karen’s father Ray Dovaston passed away recently. Ray was the grandfather of Beth  
(K4), Hadley (V1) and Bailey (MB1). 
 

file://2048AFS01/Users$/Documents/NEWSLETTERS/2019 NEWSLETTERS/TERM 3/Week 4/Appointments to Ballarat Parishes letter.pdf


   

 

 RE News 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation occurs prior to receiving the Sacrament of Eucharist and           
Confirmation. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is generally received by Year 3 students who have 
been Baptised into the Catholic Church. This year, many Grade 3 students will receive the           
Sacrament of Reconciliation and in 2020 the children will be able to receive the Sacrament of     
Eucharist and Confirmation. Please note the change of meetings for RECONCILIATION.  
 
There will be one meeting prior to the celebration of the Sacrament. 
Parents/Child Workshop - Wednesday, 9th October 6.30 pm at Emmaus.  
Sacrament of Reconciliation - Wednesday, 23rd October 6.30 pm at St. Alipius Parish Church,     
Ballarat East. 
 

This week Fr Adrian McInerney reaches fifty years of ordained life.  Fr Adrian celebrated mass at St 
Alipius over the weekend to mark the occasion.  Coincidentally, Pope Francis also published a 
letter to his fellow priests over the weekend - thanking them for their ministry.  This particular  
section reminded me of Fr Adrian and my experience of him as a caring and compassionate man. 

 
“Thank you for the joy with which you have offered your lives, revealing a heart that 
over the years has refused to become closed and bitter, but has grown daily in love 

for God and his people. A heart that, like good wine, has not turned sour but        
become richer with age.” Pope Francis, 2019 

 
Congratulations Fr Adrian.  As a pivotal character in the story of Emmaus Catholic Primary School 
we rejoice in the vision you had for our community and work each day to bring it to reality.       
May God continue to bless you and hold you close. 
 

 

Congratulations 



   

 

 Social Justice 

TURNING WASTE INTO OPPORTUNITY 

 

 

“When I was in hospital at Cabrini my mum and I read about this 
and we thought our school could help.” 

~ Paige  
 
Paige Tuddenham from Kanamo attended ‘Let’s Get Just!’ last 
week to share how she believes our community could support 
Envision Hands make mobility aids (prosthetics arms and hands) 
for disadvantaged children and communities throughout India 
and other 3rd world countries. All we have to do is wash and 
place any plastic bottle tops into the bucket in the Social       
Justice space and Paige together with her family, will take the 
bottle tops to a collection location. Thank you Paige for          
considering ways our community can support those in need.  

 

 

 

CENTRAL ZONE CONFERENCE WORKSHOP 

 

At the beginning of the year, our school was asked by Catholic Education Office staff to present a 
workshop for fellow colleagues at the Central Zone Conference sharing social justice in action at 
Emmaus. 
 

On Friday Ailish and Matilda co-facilitated two       
workshops. Ailish shared her story of Sunshine Letters 
to date and Matilda did the same with regards The 
Little Issue. On behalf of the school community,       
congratulations to Ailish, Matilda and their families. 
Both girls presented with poise and passion and should 
feel incredibly proud of their efforts.  
 
Throughout the presentation, the voices of multiple 
staff, parents and students were shared with those 
who chose to attend.  
 
At the conclusion of both workshops, Ailish had been 
invited to speak to students at another school, Matilda 
had been invited to speak to staff at ACU in Ballarat, 
magazines were sold and forty three sunshine letters 
were written and posted in the yellow letter box and 
many teachers from the zone left wondering how they 
can work to inspire children to share their voice. 
 



   

 

 Social Justice 

EUREKA MUMS DONATION DROP OFF 

 

 

As Year 6 students we have been trying to spread the word 
about social justice by attending “Let’s Get Just!” weekly. On 
Wednesday we had the privilege to visit  Eureka Mums with 
Jo. Eureka Mums is a place where you can donate to families 
and parents in need. There are three around Victoria. One in 
Ballarat, St Kilda and Geelong. We donated the items that 
were kindly given to our school by students and parents in 
the community. We both enjoyed this experience very much 
and wish to do it again! We learned a lot about the way    
Eureka Mums works and how we can help the community.   
  
Emily & Elektra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of reminders of how you can make a difference... 

 

Below are ways that you might like to contribute if and when you are able… 
 

 Wash and place plastic bottle tops from home in the basket to be donated to Envision 
 Hands. 
 Donate to Eureka Mums (NEW Wishlist- BOYS Clothes sizes 14/16, nappy bags, size 4 girls 
 clothes). 
 Purchase a copy of edition 2 of The Little Issue for $5. Proceeds will be donated to The 
 Soup Bus. 
 Donate pre - loved sporting clothing and equipment to the Play it Forward Appeal. 
 Participate in Ailish Ryan’s Sunshine Letters Campaign by writing a letter to someone who 
 may be experiencing loneliness in our local community and place it in the yellow mail box. 
 Donate your time and become a volunteer at Eureka Mums. We are working to build a 
 volunteer team of Emmaus parents. We currently have two ready and willing. For more 
 information contact Jo O’Kelly (jokelly@emtclear.catholic.edu.au). 
 Donate non perishable food items for The Soup Bus. Please ensure tins have the ring top 
 opener please. The Soup Bus are also in need of adult sized warm jackets and male       
 deodorant.  
 Remind your children that ‘Let’s Get Just!’ an opportunity to discuss all things social      
 justice, now occurs weekly in Nyereeka on Tuesdays at 11am. 

 
 

 

ALL OF THE ABOVE CAN BE LEFT IN THE SOCIAL JUSTICE SPACE IN THE 
MAIN ENTRANCE! 

 

mailto:jokelly@emtclear.catholic.edu.au


   

 

Student Achievements 

Year 6 student Jack Sproull participated in a golf tournament in  
Essendon over the weekend. A group of seventeen golfers from 
Ballarat travelled down with coach Andrew Cartledge. Jack          
performed his personal best to date (44) and scored in the top few 
for Ballarat. His coach made the following comment, “Our group 
were all very competitive with 3 placings in different categories. 
Jack’s score was really good but a couple of the U12 kids from   
Melbourne were the best in the state. Jack was only 6 or 7 back 
from them.”   
 
Congratulations Jack on your golf success from all within the       
Emmaus community. We look forward to following your golf     
journey into the future. 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Year 5 student Lucy Jones who will be          
competing in the National Cross Country Championships. Lucy will 
travel as a member of the Team Vic Cross Country State Team as 
one of six members in her age group. The event will be held in 
Sydney from the 23rd - 26th August. We wish you all the best    
Lucy! Congratulations on this incredible achievement. 

 

Students in Year 5 have the opportunity to experience each of the three Catholic secondary       
colleges this term at planned experience days. Below are details for the Experience Day at         
Damascus. 
 
A CareMonkey eForm will follow with details for the SEED Day at both Loreto and St Pat’s College. 
The SEED Day for St Pat’s College/ Loreto will be held on Thursday, 29th August. 
 

 

Damascus Experience Day  
Friday, 9th August 
9.30 am - 2.15 pm 
Year 5 students 
 

 Nyereeka 



   

 

 Vornda 

100 Days at School Celebration  
Over the year we have been counting how many days we been at school for and on Friday, 9th   
August we will have been coming to school for 100 days! To celebrate this milestone we will be 
having a special day with activities and a 100 Day Party. 
On Friday 9th of August your child is asked to come to school dressed up as anything to do with 
the number 100! There are lots of ideas on Pinterest if you are stuck.  
To help celebrate we are asking if your child could bring a small plate of food to share with their 
peers. We ask that you record every ingredient that is in your plate of food to ensure those        
students will allergies can make informed choices about what they eat. Please ensure that your 
food does NOT contain nuts. Plates need to be named to ensure we can return them to you. 
Students will only need to bring a light lunch on this day and if the food needs to be heated up it 
would be wonderful if you could place it on a disposable tray with foil on top. 
Our party will begin at 12pm. If you would like to join us in this celebration we would love to see 
you! 
 
The Vornda Team 

Next meeting - Tuesday 13th August - All welcome! 
 
Please take a moment to have a look at the agenda for our next meeting.   
 

 A great opportunity to learn more about the learning and teaching that occurs in Nyereeka 
 and chat with teachers about the day to day work. 

 

 Stephen Russell from the Catholic Education Office will also be sharing data relating to    
 learning, organisational health and trends. 

 
CLT Meeting Agenda for 13th August 2019 

CLT Meeting Minutes from Tuesday  11th June 2019 

Community Leadership Team (CLT) 

Counsellor’s Corner 

Hello Emmaus Community, 
 
Last week we were very lucky to attend the Central Zone Conference, ‘Fullness of Life For All’.   
What an experience it was, I personally have come away with even more passion for what I do. 
 
One of the workshops I attended was Georgina Manning. Georgina runs the facilitators training for 
Peaceful kids and Peaceful Parents. One area that stood out for me was the increase in childhood 
anxiety. Georgina was again, fascinating to hear talk about the ways in which our world is changing 
and how this can impact our lives and our children's lives. 
I have attached a tip sheet for you all, on ways to support your anxious child, if you have any       
further questions please feel free to email or come in and have a chat. 
 
Regards, Misty 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57bf8a02b8a79bb2afdc2781/t/5d40e42e30a8b500017d56ba/1564533807562/13082019+CLT+Emmaus+Agenda.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57bf8a02b8a79bb2afdc2781/t/5d087a8c650288000184ddfb/1560836749722/11062019+CLT+Emmaus+minutes.pdf


   

 

 

The Buskers Festival  
The format for this year includes performances split into junior and senior learning teams.  We 
look forward to you joining with us on these occasions to celebrate excellence in                           
Performing Arts. 
 
All Foundation, Year 1, Year 2 students: Tuesday 17 Sept @ Emmaus, 6.30 pm 
Year 3, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 students: Thursday 19th Sept @ Emmaus, 6.30 pm 

 
We are currently seeking resources in preparation for our upcoming Busker's Festival. We are 
looking for: fabric in the following colours (white, brown, blue, green, black). Thick brown 
twine, fairy lights, hobby fill, hessian, lace fabric, fake grass, greenery or fake plants. Egg    
cartons. If you have any of these resources at home that you are happy to part with, please 
bring them in to one of the Kanamo teachers. 

 

South Street Choir 
90 students have begun rehearsals for their upcoming performance at the South Street           
Competitions.  It is great to have so many eager students sign-up for this exciting performance   
opportunity. The choir is being led by Justine and Geoff.  The scheduled performance date is   
Monday 26th August with an expected performance time approximately of 10 am, at Founders 
Hall (University of Ballarat). 
 

Sustainable School Shop 
Just a reminder to families that Emmaus has a subscription with Sustainable School Shop which 
allows families to sell and buy second hand Emmaus uniform free of charge.  All you have to do is 
create an account. For more information please see the link: 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/uniform 

Gastro Symptoms 
Please note that any student with gastro symptoms must not return to school until  24- 48 hours 
after any vomiting or gastro like symptoms have ceased. 
 

Notices 

Book Week 2019 - Reading Is My Secret Power  
 
On Thursday 22nd August we will celebrate Book Week at Emmaus. 
Students are invited to dress up as their favourite book character.  
The running of the day will be as follows: 
9:00  Students have the roll marked in their homerooms. 
9:10  Students move into their family groupings. Parents and care
 givers are invited to share a   story with their child/ren.   
9:45  A Book Week nominated book will be shared and students  will 
 complete an activity related  to the book they have read . 
 

 
Please note there will be no whole school Book Week parade this year.  

 

 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/uniform


   

 

Emmaus Trivia Night 



   

 

Fathers Day Breakfast 



   

 

Emmaus Stay & Play 



   

 

Community Notices 

 
Important dates for Term 3, 2019 

Please refer to our website calendar for all school event dates 
http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar 

Click on the Agenda tab at the top right of the calendar for an easy to 
read view of the monthly events. 

http://www.emtclear.catholic.edu.au/calendar


   

 

Community Notices 


